LET'S TALK TEA

Talking Points for Fair Trade Campaigners

1 - Fair Trade and Public Procurement

e Scotland'’s public sector spends over e Fair Trade tea procurementis a

£13 billion a year on goods and
services from global supply chains.
This spending has the potential to
have a significant positive impact on
producers’ lives

The Procurement Reform (Scotland)
Act 2014 includes a Sustainable
Procurement Duty, which requires
public bodies to consider how
purchasing can improve social,
environmental and economic
wellbeing, particularly by reducing
inequality

Under the Good Food Nation
(Scotland) Act 2022, local
authorities are required to prepare
and publish Good Food Nation Plans
setting out how they will contribute
to outcomes relating to social and
economic wellbeing, environmental
sustainability, health and the
reduction of inequality.

practical way for councils to
demonstrate how food-related
purchasing contributes to these
outcomes, including supporting fair
returns, decent work and
environmentally sustainable
production in global food supply
chains.

Procuring Fair Trade teais a
practical way to demonstrate
compliance with the Sustainable
Procurement Duty, support Good
Food Nation objectives, contribute
to Community Wealth Building
ambitions and advance Scotland’s
Vision for Trade.

SCOTTISH ==
FAIR TRADE =)



Why Tea Matters

e Teais one of Scotland’s most consumed
products, yet many of the people who
grow and pick it live in poverty.

e The Fairtrade Foundation's “Brew It Fair”
campaign highlights that only about 10%
of the tea sold in the UK is Fairtrade
certified. Fairtrade tea standards
guarantee minimum prices for when the
market rate falls, it offers Fairtrade
Premiums to support growers and
enshrines commitments on environmental
protection and workers' rights.

A Simple Switch L

¢ Switching to Fair Trade tea is a symbolic
and achievable first step for councils to
demonstrate global responsibility and
exhibit the principles of Fair Trade in
procurement.

e Many Scottish councils already serve Fair
Trade tea and coffee in staff rooms,
meeting spaces and public events asiitis a
cost effective and impactful sourcing
choice.

e Fair Trade options are available through
Scotland Excel frameworks, and through
many local suppliers.
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/i Policy Alignment

Supporting Fair Trade tea procurement aligns with:

e Scotland’s Fair Trade Nation status

e The Sustainable Procurement Duty under the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act
2014

e Good Food Nation outcomes, including reducing inequality, supporting sustainable
food systems and considering the global impact of food choices

e Community Wealth Building objectives through the use of procurement to support
fair work, ethical supply chains and inclusive economic development

e The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly responsible consumption
and production, climate action and reduced inequalities

By recording and reporting Fair Trade purchases, councils can demonstrate measurable
contributions to these policy objectives and provide evidence of responsible
procurement practice.

Fair Trade & Community Wealth Building

e The Community Wealth Building (Scotland) Act 2026 recognises public
procurement as a key tool for delivering inclusive economic outcomes.

e Procuring Fair Trade tea through Scottish suppliers can support local
businesses while also promoting fair payment and decent working conditions
within global supply chains.

e This approach demonstrates that councils can strengthen local economies
and support ethical international trade at the same time.

Public Support & Reputational Benefit

e Visible actions, like serving Fair Trade tea in council venues, build public trust and
civic pride, reinforcing Scotland’s identity as a Fair Trade Nation.



Encourage local authorities to:

e Commit to serving Fair Trade tea (and coffee)
in all council venues, meetings, and events

¢ Include Fair Trade or equivalent ethical
criteria in catering and refreshments tenders

e Report publicly on progress and spending on
Fair Trade goods

e Engage staff through training to build
understanding of why Fair Trade matters

Keep us up to date with your progress!
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Support Fair Trade Tea Procurement

Subject: Request for stronger Fair Trade procurement - starting with tea
Dear [Councillor],

| am writing as a [local resident / Fair Trade supporter / member of X Fair Trade
group] to ask the Council to strengthen its commitment to ethical and sustainable
procurement, beginning with the tea served in offices, meetings and venues.

Scotland is proud to be a Fair Trade Nation, and our public sector has a key role to
play in upholding that commitment. Each year, the Scottish public sector spends
over £13 billion on goods and services, many sourced from global supply chains. This
purchasing power gives our councils real influence in shaping fairer and more
sustainable trade. As councils develop Good Food Nation Plans and Community
Wealth Building Action Plans, food and catering procurement offers a practical
opportunity to translate these commitments into everyday purchasing decisions.

Choosing Fair Trade tea is a simple but visible example of how procurement can
support both ethical global supply chains and local economic objectives.

The Fairtrade Foundation's “Brew It Fair” campaign has revealed how little of the
value in the tea industry reaches the people who produce the tea we drink. Many tea
workers still face poverty wages and poor working conditions. Choosing Fairtrade
certified tea could work to directly address these issues.

Procuring Fair Trade tea also helps the Council meet its Sustainable Procurement
Duty under the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, which requires public
bodies to consider how their purchasing can improve social, environmental and
economic wellbeing, and reduce inequality. It supports the ambitions set out in
Scotland'’s Vision for Trade, the Good Food Nation (Scotland) Act 2022 and the
Community Wealth Building (Scotland) Act 2026. Fair Trade procurement provides a
practical way for councils to demonstrate how purchasing decisions contribute to
reducing inequality, supporting sustainable food systems and promoting fair work
throughout supply chains.
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Switching to Fair Trade tea is a cost efficient and practical step towards these wider
goals. Many other councils and public institutions across Scotland already serve Fair
Trade tea and coffee. It is widely available through existing suppliers and
demonstrates Scotland’s Fair Work and global citizenship values in action.

| would therefore ask the Council to:

e Commit to serving Fair Trade tea (and, where possible, other Fair Trade
refreshments) in all council buildings, meetings and events.

* Include Fair Trade or equivalent ethical standards in future catering and
refreshments tenders.

* Record and report on Fair Trade expenditure in annual procurement reports to
evidence alignment with sustainable procurement duties.

* Engage staff and elected members through awareness or training sessions on
Fair Trade, such as the Fair Trade at Work in the Public Sector learning module.

By making this change, the Council can demonstrate leadership, support Scotland'’s
Fair Trade Nation status, contribute to Good Food Nation and Community Wealth
Building objectives, and ensure that everyday purchasing decisions contribute to a
fairer and more sustainable global economy.

Thank you for considering this request. | would be very pleased to discuss this
further or to share examples of how other councils have adopted similar measures.

Yours sincerely,

[Namel

[Address / Postcode]

[Optional: local Fair Trade group / community / organisation affiliation]
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