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Scotland’s status as a Fair Trade Nation is a powerful symbol of our global 
solidarity, commitment to social justice, and leadership on ethical trade. 
As international challenges intensify, from the climate crisis to exploitation 
in supply chains, Fair Trade offers a hopeful, practical response. It 
connects communities in Scotland with producers around the world 
and demonstrates how new business models can drive positive change. 
To maintain our leadership, we must ensure that Fair Trade remains a 
meaningful, supported and visible part of Scotland’s future.

We call on all parties to:

	➡ Protect and strengthen Scotland’s Fair Trade Nation leadership

	➡ Champion Fair Trade through public procurement

	➡ Support Fair Trade businesses as drivers of a just economy

	➡ Strengthen corporate accountability and ethical trade standards

	➡ Embed Fair Trade in education and lifelong learning

	➡ Strengthen public awareness through campaigning

	➡ Promote ethical trade through international partnerships

	➡ Introduce legislation to embed global responsibility and 
long-term thinking

Scottish Fair Trade’s 
vision for a fairer, more 
sustainable Scotland
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1. PROTECT AND 
STRENGTHEN SCOTLAND’S 
FAIR TRADE NATION 
LEADERSHIP

ASK: Ensure continued political leadership and 
investment to sustain Scotland’s Fair Trade Nation 
status and realise its full potential.
Scotland has proudly retained its status as a Fair Trade Nation, 
demonstrating global leadership on ethical trade, sustainability, and social 
justice. This achievement must not be symbolic, it requires continued 
political commitment, action across sectors, and visible support for 
the values that underpin it.

A Fair Trade Nation is one where:

	➡ There is widespread public awareness of Fair Trade

	➡ People and communities actively engage with Fair Trade principles

	➡ Fair Trade products are bought and used across sectors

	➡ Government demonstrates consistent political support

	➡ Inequalities in global trade are actively challenged

To protect this status and enhance Scotland’s global reputation, we call 
on all parties to ensure ongoing investment in the structures, policies 
and partnerships that sustain Fair Trade leadership.
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2. CHAMPION FAIR TRADE 
IN PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

ASK: Introduce a standard definition and measurement 
framework for “fairly traded” in public procurement.
Scotland’s public sector has major influence through its purchasing power, 
yet Fair Trade procurement is inconsistently measured. Without a clear 
definition, data is fragmented, and impact is lost.

We propose:

	➡ Defining “fairly traded” using recognised standards 
(e.g. Fairtrade International, WFTO)

	➡ Embedding this definition into procurement guidance and reporting

	➡ Training public bodies to use it effectively

	➡ Using procurement data as a transparent, comparable indicator 
of ethical sourcing

This simple technical fix could transform Scotland’s ability to lead 
by example on ethical public spending.
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3. SUPPORT FAIR TRADE 
BUSINESSES AS DRIVERS 
OF A JUST ECONOMY

ASK: Recognise Fair Trade enterprises within 
Scotland’s inclusive business strategy and ensure 
they have equitable access to funding, visibility, 
and market opportunities.
Fair Trade businesses are purpose-led enterprises that embed fairness, 
sustainability and global equity into their core operations. They also 
contribute to Scotland’s community wealth building ambitions, bridging 
local economic development with positive global impact. Like social 
enterprises, they face distinct pressures and deserve targeted support 
to scale their impact.

We call on the Scottish Government to:

	➡ Recognise Fair Trade enterprises as part of the inclusive business 
ecosystem, alongside social enterprises and co-operatives

	➡ Ensure access to public sector and private procurement via initiatives 
like Buy Social Scotland

	➡ Provide targeted business support, including funding, promotion, 
and capacity building

	➡ Showcase Fair Trade enterprises through awards, trade missions, 
and good practice platforms

	➡ Align with the recommendations of the Inclusive and Democratic 
Business Models (IDBM) report to grow values-led enterprises

With tailored support, Fair Trade businesses can thrive, strengthening 
Scotland’s ethical economy and supporting responsible production globally.
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4. STRENGTHEN CORPORATE 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
ETHICAL TRADE STANDARDS

ASK: Develop a new national framework for responsible 
business practice and use Scotland’s voice to promote 
Fair Trade and ethical supply chains at a UK level.
Scotland needs a refreshed, forward-looking framework that encourages 
all businesses, not just Fair Trade or social enterprises, to improve their 
impact on people and planet.

We recommend:

	➡ Introducing a new Responsible Business Framework for Scotland 
to promote ethical supply chains, human rights due diligence, and 
responsible sourcing

	➡ Embedding global responsibility into support for SMEs and new 
enterprises, and signposting them to expert support from organisations 
like Scottish Fair Trade

	➡ Using Scotland’s international influence to push for Fair Trade, 
responsible business, and sustainable trade policy at a UK and 
global level

	➡ Ensuring international trade and investment activity (e.g. via SDI or 
innovation grants) includes commitments to human rights, transparency 
and decent work

Scotland has the opportunity to lead by example, promoting responsible 
business at home while influencing fairer trade globally.
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5. EMBED FAIR TRADE 
IN EDUCATION AND 
LIFELONG LEARNING

ASK: Integrate Fair Trade across school curricula, 
further education, workplace learning and community 
education.
Fair Trade is a real-world model for sustainability, ethics and global 
citizenship. Embedding its principles across education supports Scotland’s 
goals on Learning for Sustainability and empowers learners to drive change.

We propose:

	➡ Integration of Fair Trade into the Curriculum for Excellence, 
Learning for Sustainability action plan, and vocational learning

	➡ Support for Fair Trade teaching resources and student campaigns

	➡ Inclusion of Fair Trade in adult and workplace learning

	➡ Partnerships between educational institutions and Fair Trade 
organisations
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6. STRENGTHEN PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT THROUGH 
CAMPAIGNS AND 
MESSAGING

ASK: Fund and promote Fair Trade campaigns that 
connect to key policy goals such as climate action, 
human rights and the Wellbeing Economy.
Public support for Fair Trade is strong, but awareness of its systemic 
impact remains low. Messaging must evolve to reflect the movement’s 
role in addressing today’s biggest global challenges.

We recommend:

	➡ Investment in public-facing campaigns led by Scottish Fair Trade

	➡ Reframing Fair Trade as a solution to climate, inequality, 
and unsustainable trade

	➡ Aligning Fair Trade messaging with broader government narratives 
(Wellbeing Economy, Just Transition, Net Zero)
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7. PROMOTE ETHICAL 
TRADE THROUGH 
INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERSHIPS

ASK: Pilot new trade models with partner countries 
that centre Fair Trade values and relationships.
Scotland’s international development policy can lead the way in building 
more ethical trade partnerships. Fair Trade strengthens livelihoods 
by creating dignified employment and market opportunities, ensuring 
development that is both sustainable and rooted in long-term economic 
resilience. Fair Trade offers a ready-made framework to support equitable, 
sustainable supply chains.

We propose piloting new models for:

	➡ Linking Scottish buyers with verified Fair Trade producers

	➡ Supporting producer capacity, market access and resilience

	➡ Showcasing Fair Trade in Scotland’s international strategy

This builds on our successful Kickstart collaboration with WFTO Africa 
and reinforces Scotland’s role as a responsible global partner.
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8. INTRODUCE LEGISLATION 
TO EMBED GLOBAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AND LONG-
TERM THINKING

ASK: Bring forward new legislation that underpins 
Scotland’s commitment to global justice, 
sustainability, and the wellbeing of future generations, 
aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals.
Scotland has made strong commitments to global responsibility and 
the SDGs, but we now need legislation to embed these values across 
policymaking and public spending. We support the ambition behind 
recent proposals for a Wellbeing and Sustainable Development Bill and 
call on the next Scottish Government to take this agenda forward with 
renewed purpose.

We recommend legislation that:

	➡ Embeds long-term thinking, global responsibility, and intergenerational 
equity across all areas of government

	➡ Supports policy coherence for sustainable development across 
domestic and international policy

	➡ Uses procurement and reporting mechanisms to incentivise sustainable 
and ethical practices with Fair Trade as a measurable example of global 
citizenship in action

	➡ Ensures transparency, accountability, and leadership across public 
bodies, including clear duties to report on progress and engage with 
civil society

This legislation would provide the framework Scotland needs to align its 
ambitions on climate, justice and equity, and reinforce our role as a Fair 
Trade Nation.
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WHY FAIR TRADE 
MATTERS

Fair Trade is more than a consumer label, it’s a global movement for 
justice, equity and sustainability. It ensures that farmers and workers in 
the Global South are paid fairly, work in safe conditions, and have control 
over their futures. It builds transparent supply chains, supports climate 
resilience, and strengthens communities.

But Fair Trade also represents something bigger: a blueprint for systemic 
change.

As Scotland’s only national Fair Trade campaigning organisation, we work 
to shift the conversation around trade from charity to justice – linking 
supply chains to climate action, labour rights, and economic equity. Fair 
Trade challenges the exploitative norms of global trade and offers an 
alternative: one rooted in dignity, partnership and shared prosperity.

Fair Trade is not just about the Global South, it’s about building a better 
economy here too. It offers a model for ethical, democratic business that 
empowers producers, workers, consumers and communities. It aligns 
with Scotland’s goals on global citizenship, sustainability, and a Wellbeing 
Economy.

As Scotland looks to the future, Fair Trade should be recognised not only 
as a moral commitment, but as a strategic tool to transform our economic 
systems and demonstrate global leadership.
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