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Executive Summary 
 

This report is the second edition of the Scottish Fair Trade Forum’s independent research on Fair Trade 

expenditure and policy commitments within Scotland’s public sector. The first edition covered data 

spanning three financial years from 2019-2022. This report continues this analysis by examining 

expenditure data and policy commitments in the 2022-23 financial year.  

With spending in excess of £14.5 billion a year on goods and services across multi-tiered international 

supply chains, Scottish public procurement is a powerful tool that can make a significant contribution 

not only to communities throughout Scotland, but to the economies and livelihoods of economically 

marginalised workers and small-holder farmers around the world. 

This second edition of the Scottish Fair Trade Forum’s independent report into public sector Fair Trade 

expenditure and policy commitments underscores the key role that public procurement can play in 

building the market for Fair Trade in Scotland. Based on the findings in this report, the Forum 

continues to advocate the need for Scottish Government and public contracting authorities (CAs) to 

set policy standards for expenditure on fair and ethical goods. Setting a standardised baseline for 

public expenditure can encourage a progressive approach to Fair Trade procurement whereby CAs set 

indicators and targets to annually grow expenditure on fair and ethical trade and expand their product 

ranges. Such approaches can be complemented by robust and comprehensive procurement strategies 

and policies that institutionalise long-term commitments to fair and ethical trading. Setting clear 

indicators and developing robust Fair and Ethical Trade policies are key stages of a wider process 

recommended by the Scottish Fair Trade Forum to ensure that CAs successfully embed Fair Trade 

principles within their procurement activities.  To support Scotland’s status as a Fair Trade Nation, the 

Forum recommends the below process:  

https://www.gov.scot/policies/public-sector-procurement/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20public%20sector%20spends,the%20most%20benefit%20to%20society.


 

 

Process for Contracting Authorities to successfully embed Fair Trade 
within procurement activities 
The Forum utilised The Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 to send requests to 118 public 

CAs to: 

1. Identify each CA’s (where relevant) general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically 

traded goods and services. 

2. Identify whether CAs can, in fact, determine their annual spend on Fair Trade goods through 

available reporting mechanisms. 

3. Aggregate, where possible, each CA’s Fair Trade expenditure during the period April 1st 2022 

to March 31st 2023. 

The report highlights the inconsistencies across CAs’ understandings of Fair Trade, their policy 

commitments to Fair Trade principles and their ability to record annual Fair Trade spend with existing 

financial ordering systems. There is significant room for improvement to Scotland’s approach to Fair 

and Ethical procurement, which can begin with the following recommendations proposed by the 

Forum and summarised in the table below. 

1

2

3

4

5

Develop a clear understanding of the definition of 

Fair Trade and its relevance across key product 

categories 

Create a comprehensive general policy on Fair and 

Ethical Trading (in line with section 15(5)(b)(v) of 

the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 

 

Conduct thorough human and labour rights due diligence after 

contracting needs have been identified; embed rigorous Fair 

Trade and sustainability aspects within relevant tenders and 

thoroughly evaluate validity of bidder responses; and 

systematically monitor vendor activities and policies  

Design complete mechanisms to total and 

aggregate Fair Trade spend across multiple 

product categories and set baseline levels 

Annual review of expenditure and the implementation 

of targets and KPI's to ensure year-on-year growth of 

sales and product ranges 



 

Area Recommendations 

Defining Fair 
Trade 

• The Forum will continue to make the case for a clear definition for 
Fair Trade within legislation and to work towards its inclusion.  

• In the interim, stakeholders (especially procurement professionals 
and policy makers) should look to agree a working definition for 
dissemination in future CA guidance resources.  
 

Mechanisms for 
aggregating Fair 
Trade 
Expenditure 

The Forum proposes that work should be done with stakeholders to: 

• Liaise with CAs and approved contractors supplying Fair Trade goods 

to develop new standardised mechanisms for all-inclusive and 

efficient reporting on Fair Trade expenditure. Such mechanisms 

should be cognisant the legislative scope of an FOI request. 

• Produce guidance for CAs to report Fair Trade expenditure annually 

using best practice mechanisms identified in this report. 

• Identify and utilise levers that could motivate CAs to voluntarily 

report on Fair Trade expenditure and create targets for future 

growth. 

 

General Policies 
on Fair and 
Ethical Trade 

The Forum proposes that work should also be done by stakeholders to: 

• Amalgamate best practice examples identified in this report to 
produce guidance for CAs on developing comprehensive General 
Policies on Fair and Ethical Trade. 

• Again, identify and utilise levers that could motivate CAs to review 
and revise their existing policies e.g. enlisting campaigner support 
and communicating the policy’s relevance to achieving wider 
sustainability CA objectives. 
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Introduction  

This report is the second edition of the Scottish Fair Trade Forum’s independent research on Fair Trade 

expenditure and policy commitments within Scotland’s public sector. The first edition covered data 

spanning three financial years from 2019-2022. This report continues this analysis by examining 

expenditure data and policy commitments in the 2022-23 financial year.  

Public procurement is the process by which local authorities and other public sector bodies (including 

NHS, fire service and police and public educational institutions such as schools, colleges and 

universities) purchase goods and services. Spending in excess of £14.5 billion a year on goods and 

services with multi-tiered international supply chains, Scottish public procurement is a powerful tool 

that can make a significant contribution not only to communities throughout Scotland, but to the 

economies and livelihoods of workers and small-holder farmers, especially in the Global South. 

At its best, procurement practices could be the most effective mechanism for increasing sales growth 

at scale in Scotland for Fair Trade, ultimately creating greater equity in international trade and 

protecting and enhancing human and labour rights throughout the entire supply chain. At its worst, 

procurement practices can exacerbate trade inequity and enable poverty, forced labour and slavery, 

inhumane working conditions, gender discrimination, abuse and harassment, anti-union dismissals 

and union busting, and the use of child labour. 

The impact of cost of living crisis and inflation  
The reporting period of this research has been dominated by the effects of the cost of living crisis and 

the strains that it has put on CAs’ purchasing power of fair and ethically traded products. As economies 

reopened globally after the COVID 19 pandemic, inflation has intensified due to heightened demand, 

labour shortages, and increased transportation costs. In the face of these challenges, the public sector 

in Scotland has dealt with escalating operating costs. The increased cost pressures underscore the 

urgency of robust Fair and Ethical Trade procurement strategies, as current procurement spending 

stands at £14.5 billion, representing a quarter of the Scottish budget. Addressing these challenges will 

be crucial for ensuring the resilience of public procurement in Scotland during these tumultuous times. 

Legislation 
The Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014  is Scotland’s key piece of legislation dictating how a 

public body, otherwise known as ‘contracting authority’, purchase goods and services. The 2014 Act 

places a Sustainable Procurement Duty on CAs, meaning that, before a CA buys anything, they must 

consider about how they can– improve social, environmental and economic wellbeing through their 

procurement, with a particular focus on reducing inequality.  

The 2014 Act also requires organisations to develop an organisational procurement strategy and 

report against its delivery at the end of each year. This includes a requirement to include a statement 

on their general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services. There is, 

however, no obligation to track and publish expenditure on ‘Fair Trade’ products for vendors. 

Moreover, no definition has been provided in The Act for ‘Fair and Ethical Trade’ and no scope for 

what goods are to be included has been set. As a result, no baselines or targets for annual expenditure 

on Fair Trade goods have likely been set to date by public authorities. 

The Good Food Nation (Scotland) Act 2022 and the 2024 National Good Food Nation Plan require 

public bodies to produce food plans which must  consider ‘the role of a sustainable food system and 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/public-sector-procurement/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20public%20sector%20spends,the%20most%20benefit%20to%20society.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/2019-review-fair-trade-scotland/
https://audit.scot/uploads/docs/report/2022/briefing_221117_public_finances.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/corporate-report/2024/01/scottish-government-annual-procurement-report-2022-23/documents/annual-procurement-report-2022-2023/annual-procurement-report-2022-2023/govscot%3Adocument/annual-procurement-report-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/procurement-reform-scotland-act-2014-statutory-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/procurement-reform-scotland-act-2014-statutory-guidance/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2022/5/contents
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-good-food-nation-plan/pages/1/
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supply chain’. Although Fair Trade procurement is not explicitly referenced in either piece of 

legislation, they provide the foundation for public bodies to include Fair Trade in their food plans to 

advance the stated goal of creating a fair, sustainable and healthy food system in Scotland. The lack 

of an explicit reference does, however, lead to varied approaches to Fair Trade across CAs. 

The proposed Wellbeing and Sustainable Development (Scotland) Bill also offers an opportunity to 

make legislative underpinnings to the commitments of being a Fair Trade Nation. 

Guidance 
CAs also have sustainable procurement tools, guidance and Scottish Procurement Policy Notes (SPPNs) 

at their disposal to consider human rights, equality, and Fair Work consistently in their procurements. 

Scottish Procurement Policy Note (SPPN) 3/2020 outlines the approach the Scottish Government 

advocates to help public bodies comply with policy and legislation, including how to take an ethical 

approach in their procurement activity. This includes using the measures available to them through 

public procurement legislation, such as relevant clauses in contracts, and addressing ethics through 

contract and Vendor management. More recently, the Scottish Procurement Policy Note (SPPN) 

03/2022 has outlined additional expectations with respect to climate and circular economy 

considerations, that are aligned to an increased emphasis on addressing the climate emergency. Use 

of the sustainable procurement tools and guidance is to central to this approach, enabling public 

buyers to consider actions in relation to human rights/ethics on a case by case basis, ensuring 

relevance and proportionality, taking into account the subject matter of the contract, associated 

market analysis, along with value and risk. 

  

https://consult.gov.scot/national-performance-framework-unit/wellbeing-and-sustainable-development-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/scottish-procurement-policy-notes-sppns/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/reducing-the-risk-of-human-trafficking-and-exploitation-in-the-performance-of-public-contracts-sppn-3-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/public-procurement-taking-account-of-climate-and-circular-economy-considerations-3-2022/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/public-procurement-taking-account-of-climate-and-circular-economy-considerations-3-2022/
https://sustainableprocurementtools.scot/
https://sustainableprocurementtools.scot/index.cfm/guidance/fairly-and-ethically-traded/
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Increasing the market for Fair Trade in Scotland through 
procurement 
 

Key steps can be taken by CA procurement officials and policy makers, the Scottish Fair Trade Forum 

and other Fair Trade campaigners to encourage and develop the market for Fair Trade procurement 

in Scotland. Recognising procurement’s critical role in building the market for Fair Trade in Scotland in 

its independent report for the Scottish Government, Martin Meteyard & Associates advocate that 

priority should be given to encouraging authorities to set a baseline for expenditure on fair and ethical 

goods. It is the intention that such baselines can encourage a progressive approach to Fair Trade 

procurement whereby CAs set indicators and targets to grow, year-on-year, their expenditure on fair 

and ethical trade and expand product ranges. Setting baselines and targets represents an important 

stage (stage 3) in a wider process proposed by the Forum for successfully embedding Fair Trade within 

procurement activities (see Figure 1 below). 

The Forum’s proposed process for Contracting Authorities to successfully embed Fair Trade within 

procurement activities 
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Develop a clear understanding of the definition 

of Fair Trade and its relevance across key 

product categories 

Create a comprehensive general policy on Fair 

and Ethical Trading (in line with section 

15(5)(b)(v) of the Procurement Reform 

(Scotland) Act 2014 

Conduct thorough human and labour rights due diligence 

after contracting needs have been identified; embed 

rigorous Fair Trade and sustainability aspects within relevant 

tenders and thoroughly evaluate validity of bidder 

responses; and systematically monitor vendor activities and 

policies  

Design complete mechanisms to total and 

aggregate Fair Trade spend across multiple 

product categories and set baseline levels 

Annual review of expenditure and the 

implementation of targets and KPI's to ensure year-

on-year growth of sales and product ranges 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/2019-review-fair-trade-scotland/
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This second edition report builds on the work of the previous report in assessing the Scottish public 

sector’s current understanding and implementation of stages 1, 2, 3 and 5 of the process outlined 

above by: 

1. Identifying each CA’s (where relevant) general policy on the procurement of fairly and 

ethically traded goods and services. 

2. Identifying whether CAs can, in fact, determine their annual expenditure on Fair Trade goods 

through available report mechanisms. 

3. Aggregating, where possible, each CA’s Fair Trade expenditure during the period April 1st 

2022 to March 31st 2023. 

In analysing this information, the Forum hopes to identify and overcome barriers preventing the 

robust procurement of Fair Trade goods within Scotland’s public sector. Recommendations for future 

actions can be found within the 'Conclusions and Recommendations’ section below. 

Methodology 
The Forum utilised The Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (or “FOISA”) to collect information 

from Scotland’s CAs. Under FOISA, a person who requests information from a Scottish public authority 

which holds it is entitled to be given it by the authority subject to certain conditions and exemptions 

set out in the Act. 

FOI requests were sent to each CA, either directly to their procurement department, or to their 

Freedom of Information liaison. The FOIs requested data on annual expenditure on Fair Trade goods 

across the April 2022-March 2023 financial year. CAs were asked to give a breakdown of this data 

according to vendor name; whether vendors were contracted/non-contracted; a description of the 

item(s) purchased; the total value per order; and any items purchased for resale, if applicable. CAs 

were also requested to provide their general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded 

goods and services, in line with section 15(5)(b)(v) of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014. 

An example reporting template was attached for further clarification.  

Asking for the CAs’ procurement policy helped to gauge their understanding of the definition of Fair 

Trade, giving context to the aggregated expenditure information that may or may not have been 

provided. As outlined above, there has been no clear definition stated within current procurement 

legislation or guidance. This has led to individual interpretations, at policy and implementation level, 

of what CAs consider as ‘Fair Trade’ and therefore what types of products they identify in their 

financial ordering systems. As past evidence suggests, a comprehensive policy acts as a strong 

indicator of understanding and engagement with Fair Trade. 

Limitations of collecting information on Fair Trade expenditure 
Findings from the Forum’s first report show that the feasibility of authorities tracking data on their 

Fair Trade expenditure is limited because of the systems in place. As there is currently no obligation 

on authorities stemming from the aforementioned Sustainable Procurement Duty to track and publish 

expenditure on Fair Trade products or vendors, there is no guarantee their purchasing systems are 

equipped to do so comprehensively, or at all.  

Further, even more-sophisticated systems may only be able to capture expenditure where purchasers 

have specifically used such terms as “fair” and “trade”, “Fairtrade” or “fairly” and “traded” in their 

requisitions, and so items where buyers have used catalogue item numbers would not be reflected in 

the data provided. 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/12/section/15
https://www.gov.scot/policies/public-sector-procurement/sustainable-procurement-duty/
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Conclusion and recommendations 

This second edition of the report into Scottish public sector Fair Trade expenditure and policy 

commitments identifies and concludes that CAs have vastly different levels of understanding of Fair 

Trade, and varying policy commitments to record their annual expenditure on Fair Trade goods 

through their finance ordering systems. Individual CA responses to FOIs have been cited in the latter 

half of this report.  

Defining Fair Trade 
As explained in the methodology, CAs were intentionally not given clarity on what the Forum would 

consider Fair Trade, so as to better understand their definition of the term. From those able to respond 

with information, most defined Fair Trade according to products with labels certified by independent 

organisations (most notably Fairtrade) and displayed their Fair Trade expenditure accordingly. Others 

defined the term wider, including goods procured from vendors that have produced them in 

accordance with International Labour Organisation (ILO) conventions or have adopted ethical trading 

strategies. 

Moving forward, a clear definition of Fair Trade defined by procurement legislation is critical for 

standardised reporting on Fair Trade expenditure. Only including Fairtrade-certified and World Fair 

Trade Organisation-verified goods would likely be the simplest method to determine, aggregate and 

grow Fair Trade expenditure1. Setting expenditure baselines and targets based on Fairtrade-certified 

and WFTO-verified goods would be beneficial for the following reasons: 

1. They are the most widely recognised certification/verification labels upholding Fair Trade 

values and protecting human and labour rights.  

2. Both systems commit to decertifying or terminating membership for those who are found to 

be in violation of major core requirements in provided standards e.g. those related to child 

labour, forced labour, discrimination and (sexual) harassment. 

3. Vendors throughout the supply chain are independently certified/audited, helping 

procurement officials save time while ensuring that high standards are applied in public 

procurement. 

4. They are the rigorous systems most likely to be adopted by contractors supplying goods to 

CAs. 

Goods deemed “fairly traded” that are not Fairtrade certified or WFTO verified would not be included 

in the proposed indicator. The impact of this would be minimal given that data collated using this 

proposed indicator would serve only as a mechanism to monitor and report on levels of Fair Trade 

purchasing and not in the process of procurement itself. 

As is clear from this report, without a clear and concise definition, the term “Fair Trade” can often lead 

to subjective interpretation and evaluation by CAs and subsequently the inclusion of goods in 

expenditure aggregations that are not traded according to globally recognised and rigorous Fair Trade 

principles. This is not conducive for efficiently embedding or aggregating Fair Trade within the public 

sector. In responding to the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee’s post-

legislative scrutiny of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 and subsequent ‘Call For Views’, 

the Forum has asked for a clear definition of Fair and Ethical Trade to be provided. Such a definition 

could form the basis for not only the aggregation of Fair Trade expenditure moving forward, but also 

 
1 It would be highly likely that there would be more Fairtrade products than WFTO products, due to the nature 
of the products certified or verified by the two systems.   
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for definition within relevant invitation to tender criterion and scoring methodologies for future 

tenders (as would be part of stage 3 of the abovementioned process proposed by the Forum for 

embedding Fair Trade). Fair and ethical trade could assist public bodies in promoting sustainability 

and fair work and business practices. Since the introduction of the Act, The Forum’s research shows 

that while public bodies refer in their policies to fair and ethical trade products, it is not yet possible 

to hold public bodies to account effectively on these commitments due to the problems in recording 

and reporting actual expenditure on these products. This presents problems with both accountability 

and transparency. 

If a definition of Fair Trade is not implemented in procurement legislation moving forward, the Forum 

can explore defining it, accounting for the abovementioned limitations regarding the embedding of 

Fair Trade principles within procurement activities. Care would also need to be taken to ensure 

internationally understood standards and principles are not diluted.   

These two key measures could increase accountability and transparency by allowing baselines to be 

set and comparisons to be made over time and in collaboration with CAs. A clear definition and 

standardised processes for recording would allow more CAs to be able to answer requests for 

information on their procurement of Fair Trade products.  

Mechanisms for aggregating Fair Trade expenditure 
The amount of FOI requests sent out for the first edition of this report increased from 111 to 118 FOI 

requests sent in the second edition. The total percentage of CAs who were able to provide data on 

their fair trade expenditure increased from 38% to 49% between reports. The table below compares 

the trends in capturing fair trade expenditure between reports, bearing in mind that the first report 

featured data spanning three financial years. The 2020-21 and 2021-22 financial years are 

consolidated due to the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, requests were made to public bodies for 

the two year period.  

Table 1. Trends in capturing fair trade expenditure  

 

The 2020-21 and 2021-22 financial years during the COVID-19 pandemic had the highest rates of CAs 
unable to provide expenditure data on fairly and ethically traded goods.  
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Table 2. CAs’ ability to provide expenditure data from the 2022-23 financial year 

 

Out of the 118 FOI requests issued in the observed financial year from 2022-23, 56 CAs acknowledged 

our FOI but believed they were unable to fulfil the request, and 4 CAs did not acknowledge the FOI 

request at all.  

Table 3. Breakdown of FOI responses by CA  

 

51%46%
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While it is believed that all local councils use similar purchasing finance systems, only some councils 

were able to fulfil the request comprehensively, or at all. Scotland Excel was able to provide data 

related to 9 out of the 12 local councils who could not provide a breakdown of their expenditure.. 

Taking into consideration the missing information that could be provided by Scotland Excel on local 

council’s fair trade expenditure, there was little correlation found between the type of CA and their 

ability to provide expenditure data.  

These findings suggest that work is required to ensure all CAs are aware of the mechanisms already 

available on their purchasing systems to record Fair Trade expenditure. Alternatively, further 

engagement with Scotland Excel and efforts to identify existing best practices from CAs who do 

successfully track data could offer a more efficient and accurate approach to tracking expenditure. 

Table 4. Increase in CAs able to provide data   

 

There were 14 more CAs who could provide data as compared to the first edition of this report. 

Notably, 7 of these 14 were educational institutions. This suggests that educational institutions are 

placing more focus on Fair Trade principles in their procurement activities.  

Common responses from CAs unable to provide expenditure data are provided in the following 

examples: “The information is not held in a way within our purchasing/finance system that would allow 

us to respond to the request, as the narrative records attached to our expenditure do not state whether 

a product is fair trade.” 

“Having investigated, I can advise that the total spend on Fair Trade goods during the period April 2022 

to March 2023 is not held and in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 

2002, I must advise you of this.” 

“While the Council use a range of contracts and frameworks which include the provision of Fairly and 

Ethically traded Supplies and Services, the Council do not currently capture or hold specific spend 

information relating to or identifying such items. Therefore we do not not hold the information relating 

to your request in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.” 

“We do not record this information centrally, and there is also no external requirement for us to do so. 

While we may hold the requested information, it would not be possible to provide this without 

extensive work being undertaken. The time entailed and consequent cost of the location, retrieval and 

collation of information would exceed the upper limit of £600 as prescribed by the Freedom of 
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Information (Fees for Required Disclosure) (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (section 5). Consequently, the 

University is not obliged to comply with your request in accordance with section 12(1) of the Freedom 

of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).” 

General Policies on Fair and Ethical Trade 
The online accessibility of CAs’ general policies on fairly and ethically traded goods has increased 

significantly over the four years of research for the two reports. This is a much welcomed development 

by the Forum as this increase in publicly available procurement strategies has led to greater 

transparency and less reliance on FOI requests across the Scottish public sector.  

Table 5. Ability to source CAs’ general policy on fairly and ethically traded goods  

 

There was a total of 98 CAs that either provided their general policy statement on fairly and ethically 

traded goods or where one could be sourced online. Conversely, there were 17 CAs that could not 

provide their general policy statement and no policy was able to be sourced online.  

Policy commitments to Fair and Ethical Trade were vastly different among CAs. Some CAs simply 

acknowledged the legislation and stated they would consider fair and ethically traded goods, where 

applicable, in accordance with it. Research found that CAs that were able to provide a detailed 

breakdown of expenditure data were more likely to provide a less generalised and more tailored 

procurement strategy on fairly and ethically traded goods. Best practice examples often included the 

following: 

• An acknowledgement of their power to influence the entire value chain and responsibility to 

protect human and worker rights throughout it, not just tier 1. 

• Their ability to utilise contract performance conditions to ensure Vendors comply with 

relevant human rights and labour laws and to disqualify tenderers for previous violations of 

such laws. 

• The relevance of Fair Trade to other intertwined sustainability and human and labour rights 

issues (e.g. modern slavery and human trafficking). 

• A commitment to working with other Fair Trade organisations to promote Fair Trade products 

83%

14%

Policy could be sourced No policy could be sourced
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• Their adoption of (or proposals to adopt) relevant charters (e.g. International Fair Trade 

Charter or the Co-operative Party Charter against Modern Slavery). 

• Reference to their local authority area’s Fairtrade award status and commitments to working 

with local Fair Trade groups. 

• Alluding to a need to increase the knowledge and understanding of the benefits of fair and 

ethical trading for all CA staff who participate in the procurement process and to make better 

use of the expertise within the council to ensure wider sustainable outcomes are achieved. 

• Referencing the use of Scottish Government sustainability tools and tests (including 

Sustainable Procurement Prioritisation, Life Cycle Impact Mapping, Sustainability Test and 

Flexible Framework). 

• Expectations of vendors and references to external (and publicly viewable) supply chain codes 

of conduct covering Fair Trade issues. 

• Commitments to keeping a central record of the value of fairly traded products bought from 

contracts under their direct control. 

• Commitments to promoting the use of Fair Trade products across all its services and raising 

awareness of Fair Trade amongst its staff and customers. 

• The creation of, and a reference to, a standalone Fair Trade policy that is reviewed and the 

performance is reported on annually. 

• Importance of the use of appropriate standards and mutual recognition of labels, ‘lotting’, 

output based specifications and clear sustainability evaluation criteria to increase the 

accessibility of procurements to bidders (especially SMEs) supplying Fair Trade items. 

• Commitments to working with internal and external stakeholders to conduct due diligence 

checks (including with subcontractors) to ensure supply chains are compliant with relevant 

legislation.  

• Reference to particularly high-risk areas of procurement that are to be given proportionate 

consideration. 

• Acknowledgement of the need for and commitments to address fair and ethical trading 

throughout the entire procurement journey, including within contract management to 

monitor on an on-going basis. 

• Commitments to instituting sustainable supply chain training. 

• Commitments to supporting Fair Trade principles, Ethical Trading Initiative and the ILO 8 core 

conventions. 

Amalgamating best practice examples of policies provided by CAs in this report, stakeholders 

(especially campaigners, procurement professionals and policy makers) could work with the Forum to 

produce guidance for the creation of robust statements and encourage their local CAs (including 

councils, educational institutions, emergency services and other public bodies) to consider reviewing 

their statements, should current ones be deemed too passive. Robust policies are an essential stage 

in ensuring institutionalised and long-term commitments to fair and ethical trading, as shown on 

Diagram 1 on page 11.  

The proposed Wellbeing and Sustainable Development Bill could offer the first opportunity to pursue 

some of these recommendations and strengthen the legislative underpinning of the commitments of 

being a Fair Trade Nation. The Scottish Fair Trade Forum welcomed the consultation for the Bill and 

looks forward to its future developments.  

https://consult.gov.scot/national-performance-framework-unit/wellbeing-and-sustainable-development-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/wellbeing-sustainable-development-bill-consultation/
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Summary of recommendations for future action 
 

Area Recommendations 

Defining Fair 
Trade 

 

• The Forum will continue to make the case for a clear definition for Fair Trade within legislation and to work towards its 
inclusion.  

• In the interim, stakeholders (especially procurement professionals and policy makers) should look to agree a working 
definition for dissemination in future CA guidance resources.  
 

Mechanisms for 
aggregating Fair 
Trade 
Expenditure 

 

The Forum proposes that work should be done with stakeholders to: 

• Liaise with CAs and approved contractors supplying Fair Trade goods to develop new standardised mechanisms for all-

inclusive and efficient reporting on Fair Trade expenditure. Such mechanisms should be cognisant the legislative scope 

of an FOI request. 

• Produce guidance for CAs to report Fair Trade expenditure annually using best practice mechanisms identified in this 

report. 

• Identify and utilise levers that could motivate CAs to voluntarily report on Fair Trade expenditure and create targets for 

future growth. 
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General Policies 
on Fair and 
Ethical Trade 

 

The Forum proposes that work should also be done by stakeholders to: 

• Amalgamate best practice examples identified in this report to produce guidance for CAs on developing comprehensive 
General Policies on Fair and Ethical Trade. 

• Again, identify and utilise levers that could motivate CAs to review and revise their existing policies e.g. enlisting 
campaigner support and communicating the policy’s relevance to achieving wider sustainability CA objectives. 
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Contracting Authorities – 
Responses to FOI 

 

The following pages report each contracting authority’s (CA’s) response to the abovementioned FOI requests and, where possible, aggregates each CA’s Fair 

Trade expenditure during the period of April 1st 2022 to March 31st 2023. 

 

Responses below have not been edited or altered to reflect the Forum’s position regarding what is deemed ‘Fair Trade’; all responses are based on each 

CA’s independent interpretation of ‘Fair Trade’ and the Forum has not removed any items that do not fit with its understanding. 

Due consideration should also be given to the limitations described on pages 12 and 13. 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Local Councils 
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Scotland Excel 
Scotland Excel is the Centre of Procurement Expertise for the local government sector in Scotland. Accordingly, it is able to provide information on annual 

Fair Trade expenditure in relation to the frameworks (collaborative contracts) they develop and manage on behalf of local authorities. Information provided 

is not likely to correspond directly with information provided by each local authority, not only because of the aforementioned reporting limitations (including 

differing mechanisms and interpretations of the term ‘Fair Trade’), but also because each local authority can also provide figures on their contracted 

expenditure outwith Scotland Excel frameworks, as well as comprehensively provide their off-contract expenditure. 

Response to FOI: “Please find attached Excel workbook containing the information you requested. 

Scotland Excel frameworks do not cover all purchases by councils.  The data attached includes spend through Scotland Excel frameworks but does not include 

any local arrangements.  Where a council has its own procurement arrangements in place, these are often with local suppliers. If you have also received data 

separately from local authorities, care should be taken in relation to double counting of figures. 

The attached workbook contains a sheet showing a breakdown of spend by local authority as requested.” 

Local Authority Total Fair Trade Expenditure  

Aberdeen City Council £99.18 

Aberdeenshire Council £23.29 

Angus Council N/A 

Argyll and Bute Council £98.82 

City of Edinburgh Council £286.29 

Clackmannanshire Council £84.03 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar N/A 

Dumfries and Galloway Council £252.33 

Dundee City Council N/A 

East Ayrshire Council £849.58 

East Dunbartonshire Council £334.48 

East Lothian Council £26.54 

East Renfrewshire Council £9,255.44 

Falkirk Council £4,232.32 
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Fife Council £6,013.07 

Glasgow City Council £834.82 

Inverclyde Council £58.62 

Midlothian Council £359.14 

North Ayrshire Council £3,090.17 

North Lanarkshire Council £7,244.29 

Orkney Islands Council N/A 

Perth and Kinross Council N/A 

Renfrewshire Council £31,746.86 

Scottish Borders Council £133.67 

Shetland Islands Council N/A 

South Ayrshire Council £118.20 

South Lanarkshire Council £7,412.04 

Stirling Council £2,473.95 

The Highland Council £308.25 

The Moray Council £25.89 

West Dunbartonshire Council £7,191.53 

West Lothian Council £229.00 
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Aberdeen City Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £4,366.79 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 
Response to FOI: “Thank you for your information request. We have completed the necessary search for the information requested. Our response is now 
detailed below.”  
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd  Contracted  Brakes F/Trade Coffee Gran 1x750g £709.32  

  Brakes Fairtrade Tea Bags 1x100g £99.18  

  FT Icing Sugar 1x1kg £26.25  

  
 

  

ARCO 
Non-contracted item 
with Contracted Vendor 

Tate and Lyle Fairtrade Granulated Sugar 

£37.84  

  
 

  

Caber Coffee Ltd Contracted  
Ethyco Fair Trade Filter Coffee 50x60g 

£408.79  

  
Ethyco Fair Trade Cert Filter Coffee 30x100g 

£1,048.92  

  
Caber Fair Trade Brown Sugar Sticks x1000 

£39.17  

  

Case x 8x1kg Caber Premium Fair Trade 
Espresso Beans  £388.31  

  
Zuma Fairtrade DARK Hot Chocolate x 2kg 

£25.32  
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Felt so good Ltd Non-contracted 

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Seagull 
Keyring  £28.80 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Flying Pig 
Keyring  £16.56 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Black Sheep 
Keyring  £12.60 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Cosy Fox 
Keyring  £16.56 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Squirrel 
Keyring  £17.64 Yes 

  
Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Bee Keyring  

£28.08 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Rabbit in 
Cardigan Keyring  £14.40 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Hare 
Keyring  £14.40 Yes 

  

Handmade Fair Trade Needle Felt Busy 
Beehive Keyring  £34.56 Yes 

  

Handmade Felt Lottie Ladybird Hanging Fair 
Trade Decoration   £12.24 Yes 

  
 

  

United Supplies 
Limited Non-contracted 

Fairtrade pinotage 
£692.16 Yes 

  Fairtrade chenin sauvignon  £695.69 Yes 

  
 

  

    Grand Total  £4,366.79   

 
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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Policy on Fair Trade: The Councils are committed to securing meaningful environmental, social and economic value in our regulated procurements (and 

framework call offs) and to working with all sectors of the business community in order to achieve increased prosperity. As responsible and ethical buyers, 

the Councils aim to embed the key principles of sustainability into procurement activity for the benefit of society, the economy and the environment.  The 

Councils recognise that outcomes can be captured at the following levels:   

•             Local (Council/area specific);  

•             National (Scotland/UK) or   

•             Global (e.g. fairly traded and ethically sourced goods.)  

More information on this can be found in the Councils Joint Procurement Strategy:  https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-

01/Joint%20Procurement%20Strategy.pdf 

We handled your request for information in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 

 

  

https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-01/Joint%20Procurement%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2019-01/Joint%20Procurement%20Strategy.pdf
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Aberdeenshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided – please see Scotland Excel’s 
recorded total spend for each council on pages 24-25.  

 
Response to FOI: “The information is not held in a way within our purchasing/finance system that would allow us to respond to the request, as the narrative 
records attached to our expenditure do not state whether a product is fair trade.” 
 
No data provided.  
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services 15(5)(b)(v) 

• The Council’s Sustainable Procurement and Community Benefits Policy has been developed to support local and national priorities in terms of Fair 

Trade/fairly traded and ethically sourced goods and services (to ensure there is no discrimination it is necessary for procurers to refer to “fairly 

traded goods and services” or “ethically sourced goods and services” and offer alternatives to meet the standard without accreditation).  

• The Council’s Sustainable Procurement Policy provides extensive information on the compliant use of recognised trading labels and guides where “or 

equivalents” must be accepted.  
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Angus Council 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £79.53 Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

Response to FOI: “Any Fair Trade products used across Angus Council would be within the grocery sector and the vast majority of food procurement is 

undertaken by Tayside Contracts, as the provider of school meals, on behalf of the Council.  You may want to contact Tayside Contracts via 

https://www.tayside-contracts.co.uk/freedomofinformation  

We do however undertake a small amount of our own food procurement and for FY 2022/23 these are the FT products purchased (via Brakes Bros Ltd – our 

contracted supplier under the SXL framework).  Please see the attached document FOI Response 561047734.  

None of these products would have been purchased for resale.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted  

CD FT Smooth Roast Ground Coffee 6x227g x 1 
unit  

£19.94  

No 

  

Clipper Ftrade Org Inf Chamomile 1x250 x 3 
units  

£47.31  
No 

  FT Icing Sugar 1x1kg x 3 units  £9.21  No 

  FT Icing Sugar 1x1kg x 1 unit  £3.07  No 

     

  Grand Total  £79.53  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Angus Council Procurement Strategy 2019/21 

Part 4. Governance, Legislation & Good Practice 4.4 Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

In line with the Procurement Strategy’s Key Objective 4 – Fulfilment of Sustainable Procurement 
Duties and where ethically traded goods and services are available, the Council will work with all 
relevant stakeholders and take a Best Value approach when applying fair and ethically trading 

https://www.tayside-contracts.co.uk/freedomofinformation
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principles in procurement activities. Angus Council also works closely with Fairtrade partnerships 
to promote Fairtrade products and explore the differences that choices on the procurement of 
these ethically traded goods can make to the lives of others.  

In addition, as set out in this report, the Council is proposing to adopt the Co-operative Party 
Charter against Modern Slavery. 
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Argyle & Bute Council  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  

£98.82 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

Response to FOI: “I refer to your request for information which was dealt with in terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA). I have to 
advise that the information you requested is information not held by the Council and as such I must refuse your request in terms of Section 17 of FOISA. 
However, I did reach out to Scotland Excel where Argyll and Bute Council currently participate in 55/65 Frameworks and they have provided the attached 
spend data. I also attach our 2022/25 Procurement Strategy and Sustainable Procurement Policy meeting the regulations requirements.” 
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd  Non-contracted  Fair Trade White Sugar Sticks 1x1000 £12.22 N/A 

  Milfresh Fair Hot Chocolate 1x1kg £69.00 N/A 

  T&L Fairtrade Gingerbread syrup 1x750ml £4.42 N/A 

  T&l Fairtrade Pumpkin Syrup 1x750ml £13.18 N/A 

     

    Grand Total  £98.82  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Argyle and Bute Council Procurement Strategy 2022/2025, Annual Review 2023/2024 

Section 5: Aims, Key Priorities & Action Plan, 5.5 
Mandatory Requirements of the Procurement 

Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 and Statutory Guidance 
Obligations 

The procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services will be considered within the CSS 
of all regulated procurements in 2022/25. (Ongoing) 

The Council will ensure that procurement requirements relating to Fairly and Ethically Traded 
Goods and Services are applied in a relevant, proportionate and legally compliant manner. 

Section 12: Sustainable Procurement Policy 
2022/2025, 5.1 Sustainable Procurement 

Methodology: Priorities, 3. Process 

In relation to social considerations, our priorities will be:  

• To ensure there is no intentional discrimination against specific groups of people when 
undertaking procurements - Equalities and Diversity considerations will be embedded 
throughout the procurement process;  
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• To ensure that our contract terms require Vendors to support the health, safety, welfare 
and rights of their employees and supply chain – ensuring that the Council does not support 
human trafficking or modern slavery;  

• To promote fair trade options throughout the Council;  

• To promote the use of Supported Businesses, where their prices and capacity to deliver is 
comparable to the rest of the market. 
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City of Edinburgh Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  
£29,190.03 

Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 
Response to FOI: “Thank you for your request for information of 18/09/2023 where you asked about fairtrade spend. Your request has been processed and 
considered under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the information is provided below. 
 
Please include a breakdown of: 
 
• Vendor name 
• Whether they were contracted/non-contracted 
• A description of item(s) purchased 
• The total value per order 
• Items purchased for resale (if applicable) 
 
This information is provided within the attachment.  
 
Please also provide your general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, in line with section 15(5)(b)(v) of the Procurement 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2014. 
 
Our Fair Trade Policy Statement and Sustainable Procurement Strategy are available on our website.” 
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

ARCO Contracted 
Men’s Black Fairtrade Crew-Neck Sweatshirt 
2XL £24.00 N/A 

     

Brakes Bros 
Ltd  Contracted Bananas Fairtrade £3.69 N/A 

  Bananas Fairtrade -£3.69 N/A 
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  Bananas Fairtrade £1.72 N/A 

  

Pure Juice & Smoothies - Fairtrade Apple Juice 
(27 x 200ml) x 5 £108.02 N/A 

  Sunmagic fairtrade orange juice £8.47 N/A 

  

Pure Juice & Smoothies - Fairtrade Orange Juice 
(27 x 200ml) x 9 £169.45 N/A 

  A 88818 -  Arriba Fairtrade Espresso Beans £52.72 N/A 

  

Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar 1kg Pack size: 
1 x 1kg A 106066 £2.95 N/A 

  

Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar 1kg Pack size: 
1 x 1kg A 106066 £2.84 N/A 

  

Clipper Fairtrade Organic Decaf Everyday Tea - 
Pack size: 1 x 250 £21.07 N/A 

  

Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar 1kg A 106066 
Pack size: 1 x 1kg £2.84 N/A 

  

Tate and Lyle fairtrade light brown soft pure 
cane sugar £15.44 N/A 

     

Coffee 
Conscience Ltd Non-contracted 

Coffee Beans - Coco Fairtrade - Espresso Green 
Label Bean 12 X 1Kg £107.20 N/A 

  Tea - Clipper Fairtrade - Green Tea - 1 X 25 £10.65 N/A 

  

Coffee Beans - Coco Premium - 100% Arabica 
Fairtrade Beans - 12 x 1kg £454.74 N/A 

  Tea - Clipper Fairtrade - Earl Grey - 250 £51.09 N/A 

  

Chocolate - Coco Fairtrade Premium - Barista 
Chocolate (32%) - 8 x 750g £52.17 N/A 



27 
 

  

Tea - Clipper Fairtrade - English Breakfast - 6 x 
25 £60.30 N/A 

  Tea - Clipper Fairtrade - Peppermint - 6 x 25 £12.06 N/A 

  

BEA020 - COCO PREMIUM 100% ARABICA 
FAIRTRADE ESPRESSO BEAN 12x1kg £151.58 N/A 

  TEA086 - CLIPPER FAIRTRADE DECAFF 6 x 25 £14.38 N/A 

  

ANC010 - COCO FAIRTRADE SUGAR STICKS 
WHITE 1 x 1000 £23.88 N/A 

  

ANC011 - COCO FAIRTRADE SUGAR STICKS 
BROWN 1 x 1000 £38.94 N/A 

  

TEA051 - CLIPPER FAIRTRADE ENGLISH 
BREAKFAST 1 x 250 £68.12 N/A 

  Coco Fairtrade Espresso Bean x 6 x 1kilo pack £73.32 N/A 

     

Corporate 
Catering 
Services Contracted 

City Chambers - Fairtrade Tea and Coffee with 
Biscuits - Beverages x 40 £3,613.05 N/A 

  

Waverley Court - Fairtrade Tea and Coffee - 
Beverages A x 12 £412.50 N/A 

  

Waverley Court - Fairtrade Tea and Coffee with 
Biscuits - Beverages B x 166 £14,713.30 N/A 

  

City Chambers - Fairtrade Tea and Coffee - 
Beverages A x 63 £4,983.75 N/A 

     

G Anderson & 
Sons Fruit 
Merchant Contracted Fruit - 440 Kg FAIRTRADE Banana's (kg) £2,979.45 N/A 



28 
 

     

Myrtle Coffee 
Services Ltd Contracted 

Invoice 190523 WC 1010336 Los Santos 
Fairtrade Beans 12 x 500g £224.46 N/A 

  

1010336 - Los Santos Fairtrade Beans 12 x 500g 
- Invoice 191088 £149.64 N/A 

  

1212005 - Van Houten Fairtrade Choc 10 x 1kg - 
Invoice 191088 £65.09 N/A 

  

1111222 Clipper Fairtrade Org.English Breakfast 
6 x 25 £75.96 N/A 

  

1111220 Clipper Fairtrade Org. 
Infus.Chamomile 6 x 25 £18.99 N/A 

  

Retrospective order for Invoice 192382 Los 
Santos Fairtrade Beans 12 x 500g 1010336 £224.46 N/A 

     

School Merit 
Stickers Non-contracted 

REF CE15- Bonze Enamel Titled Badge , Style A 
Pack/Unit Size 1 Yellow coloured enamel badge 
with FAIRTRADE £82.50 N/A 

     

Traidcraft PLC Non-contracted 
Invoice no: 23413 Payment of overdue invoice 
from 25/11/2019 for Fairtrade Tuck Shop Items £4.16 N/A 

  

Invoice no: 23413 Payment of overdue invoice 
from 25/11/2019 for Fairtrade Tuck Shop Items £31.11 N/A 

  

Invoice no: 17944 Payment of overdue invoice 
from 09/11/2019 for Fairtrade Tuckshop items. £17.79 N/A 

  

Invoice no: 17944 Payment of overdue invoice 
from 09/11/2019 for Fairtrade Tuckshop items. £61.92 N/A 
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Yorkshire 
Purchasing 
Organisation Contracted Sugar Fairtrade Granulated 1kg £3.95 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £29,190.03  
 
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

 

The City of Edinburgh Sustainable Procurement Strategy, March 2020 to March 2025 (rev. Sept. 2023) 

Appendix 2 – Mandatory requirements of the 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 and 

Statutory Guidance Obligations 

A statement on the Council’s general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically-traded goods 
and services: 

• The Council has a Fair Trade policy which promotes the purchase of fairly and ethically-
traded goods and services, and Council procurement activity is aligned to that, the policy 
being kept under review and performance reported annually to committee  

• The Council has also signed up to the International Fair Trade Charter 
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Clackmannanshire Council 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Having checked the records held, in terms of S17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, I have established that we do not 

hold the information you have requested.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Procurement Strategy Action Plan March 2019 – March 2023 

Strategic Theme 5 Fair procurement To ensure that, contractors comply with our Living Wage and Blacklisting Policies and to ensure 
that we take account of the possible impact that our approach to major projects might have on 
different groups of people. 

• Ensure that all procurement follows the fundamental principles of (transparency, equal 
treatment and nondiscrimination, proportionality and mutual recognition), the legal 
requirements of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, The Public Contracts 
(Scotland) Regulations 2015, The Procurement (Scotland) Regulations 2016, statutory 
guidance issued under the Act and Scottish public procurement policy generally and 
including the Scottish specific equality duty. 

• Procurement will also foster and adopt the Fair Work directive where legally permissible by 
removing contractors who use Zero Hour Contracts and contractors who do not provide a 
minimum of pay in line with the living wage. 
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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

Response to FOI: N/A 
 
No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Adapted from Comhairle nan Eilean Siar – PROCUREMENT STRATEGY 2019-20212 

 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

 

Comhairle Policy “Through the Outer Hebrides Community Planning Partnership, the Comhairle seeks to support 
ethical procurement, including that promoted through the Fair Trade Movement. This strategy 
seeks to develop ethical procurement and aspires to the achievement of the CIPS (Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and Supply) Corporate Ethics Mark.” 

  

 
2 No up to date general policy on the procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services. 
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Dumfries & Galloway Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  
£567.76 

Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “In accordance with Section 25 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, the data is accessible by some other means as this 

information is already available on the Council's website provided online here:- 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/media/18929/Policy-Sustainable-Procurement/pdf/Sustainable-Procurement-Policy.pdf?m=637951411478470000 

Please be aware that the Council holds the copyright, where applicable, for the information provided and it may be reproduced free of charge in any format 

or media without requiring specific permission. This is subject to the material not being used in a misleading context. The source of the material must be 

acknowledged as Dumfries and Galloway Council and the title of the document must be included when being reproduced as part of another publication or 

service.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

ARCO Contracted Tate and Lyle Fairtrade Granulated Sugar 2kg £35.36 N/A 

     

Brakes Bros 
Ltd  Contracted Maltesers Fairtrade  1x40 £19.36 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sticks 1x1000 £47.68 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sticks 1x1000 £72.40 N/A 

  Maltesers Fairtrade  1x40 £19.11 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sticks 1x1000 £48.27 N/A 

  Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 1x1000 £26.19 N/A 

  Maltesers Fairtrade  1x40 £19.11 N/A 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/media/18929/Policy-Sustainable-Procurement/pdf/Sustainable-Procurement-Policy.pdf?m=637951411478470000
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  SUGAR  FAIRTRADE WHITE STICK PER 1000 £36.21 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sticks 1x1000 £12.22 N/A 

  Maltesers Fairtrade  1x40 £21.01 N/A 

  

1212005 - Van Houten Fairtrade Choc 10 x 1kg - 
Invoice 191088 £19.36 N/A 

  

1111222 Clipper Fairtrade Org.English Breakfast 
6 x 25 £47.68 N/A 

  

1111220 Clipper Fairtrade Org. 
Infus.Chamomile 6 x 25 £72.40 N/A 

  

Retrospective order for Invoice 192382 Los 
Santos Fairtrade Beans 12 x 500g 1010336 £19.11 N/A 

     

Booker Cash 
and Carry Contracted Fairtrade White Sticks - 2kg box £7.99 N/A 

     

Miko Coffee 
Ltd Contracted Puro fairtrade drinking chocolate 1kg £46.88 N/A 

  Coffee Puro Fairtrade Beans  £155.97 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £567.76  
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General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

 

Dumfries & Galloway Sustainable Procurement Policy 

6.1 Fairly Traded Products and Materials Fairly trading aims to create opportunities for producers, in the developing world, to receive a fair 
price for their products, in turn this will help the developing world to work out of poverty. The Council 
will consider fairly traded products when developing specifications and selecting products and 
services, where appropriate. Contractual clauses will be included where relevant to ensure fairly 
traded products are considered throughout the supply chain. 

6.2 Ethically Traded Products and Materials The Council’s supply chains include a range of commodities providing from a range of businesses 
including global companies employing millions of people worldwide. The procurement of these 
products and services will ensure ethical treatment of employees by adopting the fair working 
practices outlined above. This will involve inclusion of contractual clauses to ensure the supply chain 
treat employees in an ethical manner. Consideration of ethical treatment will be taken during 
relevant tender evaluations and will be monitored on an ongoing basis through effective contract 
management. 
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Dundee City Council 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided – please see Scotland Excel’s 

recorded total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Freedom of Information Request Reference No. 20231006004 I refer to your request of 15/09/2023. We have managed to pull together the 
information requested below. We have not been able to provide the level of information requested as to provide the line information would have been to 
provide the individual prices paid for items which would breach our commercial sensitivity rules. We have instead grouped the items purchased by Vendor 
Note also that this will not include fair trade items which were purchased on individual procurement cards. Spend information for the requested timescale is 
as follows:” 
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros 
Ltd  N/A Fairtrade Coffee Syrup and Hot Chocolate N/A N/A 

     

Miko Coffee 
Ltd N/A Fairtrade Coffee Beans and Hot Chocolate N/A N/A 

     

Coffee 
Conscience Ltd  

Fairtrade Coffee Beans, Hot Chocolate, Tea and 
Biscuits N/A N/A 

     

  Grand Total  N/A  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

 

Dundee City Council Corporate Procurement Strategy 2023-2024 

To Trade only with Vendors who behave ethically Companies who trade with Dundee City Council will respect the environment and comply with the 
laws of their own countries. They will not infringe human rights and they will not be involved with 
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modern slavery. They will respect their own subcontractors and Vendors and treat them fairly. They 
will not engage in fraud, bribery or corruption. Those Vendors will not only behave ethically 
themselves, but they will be active in ensuring that the same ethical practices are maintained in 
their own supply chains.  

All of the staff procuring for Dundee City Council will hold CIPS Ethical Procurement and Supply 
Certificate. This will help those staff identify any non-ethical behaviour with potential Vendors or 
contractors.  

The Council will actively support the Fair Work agenda through its inclusion of Fair Work Practice 
requirements as a scored element of all relevant tenders. Linking with colleagues engaged in the 
Workforce Pillar we will use the tendering process to make clear our commitment as a Living Wage 
Accredited employer we will support Dundee’s status the UKs first Living Wage City by ensuring that 
in scope contractors pay the Living Wage to all relevant staff delivering contracts on our land, 
property or areas we are responsible for maintaining.  
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East Ayrshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 
Response to FOI: “Unfortunately the Council do not capture or record the information which you have requested. I have attached a copy of the Council 

Procurement Strategy and Annual Report as required under the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014.” 

No data provided. 

 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

 

SECTION 10 – POLICIES, TOOLS & PROCEDURES 

 

Section 10. Policies, Tools & Procedures: 
Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods 
or Services 

On developing the procurement commodity strategies, consideration shall be given to sourcing 
goods and services, which are fairly and ethically traded. Where appropriate, we shall include 
standards and labels e.g. Fairtrade to adopt fair and ethical trading considerations. 
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East Dunbartonshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £1,034.47 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Thank you for your enquiry to East Dunbartonshire Council,  I have provided the information in an attachment at the end of this 

email. This is information taken from our Procurement system where goods are catalogued. We are unable to provide spend information from 

non-catalogued purchases at this time, our systems do not hold this information in an extractable format.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

N/A N/A 
(1112) 2 Finger Chocolate Covered Wafer Biscuit 
Ethically Sourced 72 x 21G £321.14 N/A 

  

(12581) Malt Honeycomb Balls Covered with Milk 
Chocolate Ethically Sourced 40 x 37G £39.12  

  

(24762) Demerera Sugarsticks Ethically Sourced 1 
x 1000 Sachets £12.24  

  

(509) Drinking Chocolate Ethically Sourced 1 x 
2KG £307.30  

  (87639) Tea Bags 1 x 440 Tea Bags Fairtrade £30.57  

  

(88835) Coffee Granules Ethically Sourced 1 x 
750G Fairtrade £157.48  

  

(89040) Coffee Sticks - 1 Cup 1 x 500 Sachets 
Fairtrade £68.16  

  

A 129589  Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Pumpkin Coffee 
Syrup £0.00  

  

A 129589 
Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Pumpkin Coffee Syrup £47.12  
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A 132716 
Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Mint Coffee Syrup £23.56  

  Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Pumpkin Coffee Syrup £27.78  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £1,034.47  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

 

East Dunbartonshire Council Procurement Strategy 2023 - 2024  

Appendix 3. Regulated Procurements/Mandatory 
Requirements 

 

The procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services: 

The Council has an Economic and Sustainability Strategy, which includes environmental issues, life 
cycle costs and quick wins and require that sustainability must be considered when developing 
specifications and tender evaluation criteria to help reduce the council's carbon footprint. 
 
The Sustainable Procurement approach will ensure it meets current legislative requirements and 
that it is reviewed accordingly, including reference to the procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services. This work is discussed within the East Dunbartonshire Fair Trade Group, 
Corporate Procurement have a dedicated Champion supporting the work of this group. 
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East Lothian Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “East Lothian Council (ELC) does not specifically record this information. To retrieve this level of detail it would be necessary for staff to 

scrutinise each invoice that ELC received in 2022/23.  

ELC’s Facilities Management service have provided the following estimate of costs in respect of food purchases alone:  

26 kitchens x 12 invoices x 38 weeks = 11,856 invoices 

• 11,856 invoices @ 5 minutes per invoice = 988 hours 

9 kitchens x 18 invoices x 52 weeks = 8,424 invoices 

• 8,424 invoices @ 5 minutes per invoice = 702 hours 

988 hours + 702 hours = 1,690 hours 

Cost to ELC: 1,690 hours @ £15 per hour* = £25,350 

*Grade 4 = £15.70 per hour, capped at £15 per hour. 

Under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act an authority is not obliged to comply with a request for information where the projected costs 

for supplying that information exceed £600. 

Where possible, ELC procures goods and services through Scotland Excel Frameworks, which include requirements for ethically traded goods and services in 

line with the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 and Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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East Lothian Council Sustainable Procurement Charter 

Fairly & ethically traded goods sourcing The council supports the Fair Trade initiative because it reflects our commitment to sustainable 
development and offers the prospect that marginalised producers across the world will receive fairer 
deals for their produce. The council will promote the use of fair trade products across all its services 
and raise awareness of fair trade amongst its staff and customers. The council will (to the extent 
permitted by procurement legislation) embed Fair Trade into contracts with Vendors where it has a 
direct bearing on the required goods, services and works. 

Please also refer to the Council’s climate change strategy: 

Climate Change Strategy 2020-25 

 

 

  

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/downloads/download/13283/climate_change_strategy_2020-25
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East Renfrewshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £96.62 Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “I have checked with our procurement section. On how much fair trade the Council they advised that we have no corporate record of this 

information. They further advised that there is no ERC Fair Trade policy. I have also now heard back from our Facilities Management Section. The only 

information that they provided was in relation to purchases from Brakes, our corporate Vendor - I have included that here.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd N/A Brk Fairtrade Freeze Dry Coffee Stk x500 23.92 N/A 

  Fair Trade White Sugar Sticks     1x1000 12.07  

  Fairtrade Demerera Sugar Sticks   1x1000 6.55  

  Fair Trade White Sugar Sticks  2x 1x1000 24.29  

  Fairtrade Demerera Sugar Sticks   1x1000 6.55  

  Brk Fairtrade Freeze Dry Coffee Stk x500 23.24  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £96.62  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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East Renfrewshire Council Procurement Strategy 2023 - 2026 Updated September 2023 

Fairly and ethically traded good and services For each regulated procurement exercise, at the contract strategy development stage, 
consideration will be given to the sourcing of goods and services that are ethically traded. In line 
with the Council’s Strategy and where ethically traded goods and services are available, the Council 
will work with all relevant stakeholders and take a Best Value approach when applying fair and 
ethically trading principles in procurement activities. A number of other policies are relevant to or 
impact on the Council’s procurement activities. 

These include:  

• Gifts, hospitality and other inducements  

• Conflicts of interest declaration  

• Vendors charter  

• Council Health & Safety Policy  

• Glasgow City Region City Deal Procurement Strategy  

• Glasgow City Region City Deal Sustainable Procurement Policy 
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Falkirk Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £19.82 Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “In response to your request, a data extraction process has been run through the Council’s finance system using the parameters and 

descriptions quoted below: 

“fair” and “trade”, “Fair” and “trade”, “Fair” and “Trade”, “FAIR” and “TRADE”, “fairtrade”, “Fairtrade”, “FAIRTRADE”, “fairly” and “traded”, “Fairly” and 

“traded”, “Fairly” and “Traded”, “FAIRLY” and “TRADED”, “Fair”, “Trade” 

Due to the processes and systems used by Falkirk Council to place orders and make payments, it has not been possible to provide true spend data in relation 

to Fairtrade purchases.  Falkirk Council calls off Scotland Excel’s frameworks and it may be possible for you to obtain more accurate fairtrade spend data 

from Scotland Excel. 

The following spend was identified for the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

NISBETS PLC Non-contracted 
Clipper Fairtrade Arabica Coffee 500g 

£19.82 Yes 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £19.82  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“In relation to our policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, I can confirm that Falkirk Council strives to embed Sustainable 

Procurement throughout its procurement processes. Contract Strategies developed for regulated procurement exercises set out the Council's intention to 

actively seek supplies, services and works through sustainable procurement practices.  A set of Sustainable Procurement Principles, see link to the Corporate 

Procurement Strategy 2022-23 (Appendix 3), have been developed which outline the Council’s commitment as part of the Sustainable Procurement Duty. 

The Council is also committed to ensuring that its regulated procurements shall comply with the following requirement: 

https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/council-democracy/policies-strategies/procurement/corporate-procurement-strategy.aspx#:~:text=the%20Future%20programme.-,Procurement%20Strategy%202020%20to%202023,-PDF%20file%2C%201.1
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/council-democracy/policies-strategies/procurement/corporate-procurement-strategy.aspx#:~:text=the%20Future%20programme.-,Procurement%20Strategy%202020%20to%202023,-PDF%20file%2C%201.1
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Procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services - The Council adopts a zero-tolerance approach to modern slavery and human trafficking.  All 

those who work for and with us are also expected to adhere to this approach.” 
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Fife Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 
2023   

£37.97 Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated total 
spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Fife Council does not hold all of the information you have requested.  In compliance with the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, 

we are required to provide notice that the information is not held under S17 - No information held. 

Under our duty to provide advice and assistance in terms of Section 15 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, the Service have advised the 

following. We do not currently capture this information within our Vendor management information, but a search on our transactions file has yielded 3 

results. Therefore please see detail below for some of the bullet points requested:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

N/A Contracted  
2 – Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks (Pack of 1000) 

£11.98 N/A 

  2 – Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks Pack 1000 £12.42  

  

3 – Fairtrade White Sugar Sachet 1000 x 
2.25gBCFT0020 £13.57  

     

  Grand Total  £37.97  
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“In relation to general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, in terms of Section 25, information otherwise accessible 

please refer to Page 41 of our Procurement Strategy (fife.gov.uk) which has our ‘Fair & Ethical Trade Policy Statement’.” 

 

Fife Council Procurement & Commercial Strategy 2019 - 2024 
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Fair & Ethical Trade Policy Statement Statement of the authority’s general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods 
and services. 

Fife Council considers the relevant and proportionate application of fair and ethical trading 
principles in its procurement activities.  

In all regulated procurements, Fife Council shall consider sustainable aspects, including fair and 
ethical trading where relevant and proportionate to do so and in line with the Sustainable 
Procurement Duty.  

Individual procurement strategies for specific regulated procurements should identify such matters 
and define the approach taken in a relevant and proportionate manner. Fife Council shall use the 
Scottish Government’s Sustainability Test to aid this process and to help embed the applicable 
sustainability requirements in the development of frameworks and contracts, giving clear direction 
on embedding sustainable actions in procurement exercises.  

Fife Council will endeavour to ensure that procurement requirements relating to fairly and ethically 
traded goods and services are applied in a relevant, proportionate and legally compliant manner.  

As part of Fife Council’s contract management activity, so far as is practicable, it shall endeavour to 
promote fair and ethical practices in supply chains. 
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Glasgow City Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £104,466 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 
 

Response to FOI: “Please see attached, FOI - 8085093(2)- CPU Response document. We can also advise that we only have 4 Vendors, Bestway Wholesale Ltd, 

Brakes, Matthew Algie and the Yorkshire Purchasing Org.” 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

 

Glasgow City Council Sustainable Procurement Strategy 2023 – 2027 

Appendix 6. Mandatory Requirements of the 
Procurement Reform Act (Scotland) 2014 

• The council will continue to look for opportunities to include local and sustainable food 
wherever possible in schools, facilities, venues and to meet social care requirements.  

• The council is committed to including health and wellbeing, animal welfare and fisheries 
procurement requirements that promote the health, wellbeing and education of 
communities.  

• Procurement requirements relating to Food procurement focus on nutritional quality 
health and wellbeing, minimising environmental impact such as packaging and sourcing 
as well as the application of appropriate animal and fisheries welfare standards in 
accordance with all relevant legislation. 

• The council will ensure that procurement requirements relating to Fairly and Ethically 
Traded Goods and Services are applied in a relevant, proportionate and legally compliant 
manner. 

Glasgow City Food Plan 2021 to 2031: Food and the 
Environment  

Around 30% of the greenhouse gas emissions that drive climate change arise from the food 
system. A third of food produced is never eaten, costing the average household around £440 per 
year. Organic production generates fewer emissions per area of land (and for some products like 
beef and lamb per kg of food). It’s also better for biodiversity and can lock up more carbon in the 
soil. Sustainable urban agriculture, using both traditional and new technologies, is an important 
part of building a sustainable food system which benefits the local economy. It will also be 
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important to increase demand for more sustainably produced food – an important part of the 
impact of food on the environment is shaped by the diet we eat. Imported food will however 
continue to be an important component of our diet, particularly in the short term while local food 
production and supply is developed, and choices about imported food should include consideration 
of the sustainability and fair trade principles employed in producing that food. 

  



50 
 

Inverclyde Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Inverclyde Council have recently been re-awarded Fair Trade Zone status. In terms of procurement we consider fair trade as part of the 

tender strategy process on a case by case basis and include in tender specifications as appropriate. 

Inverclyde Council are unable to provide the annual spend on fair trade goods or break it down into the level of detail required. However, please find 

attached a copy of our Annual Procurement Report detailing all regulated procurement activity for the period 1 April 2021 until 31 March 2022.” 

No data provided. 

 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

No current data provided. 
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Midlothian Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Midlothian Council uses purchasing cards to purchase food items. The data received from the purchase cards do not detail if the goods are 

Fair Trade.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

 

Midlothian Council Procurement Strategy: 2018 - 2023 

Ethical Standards Procurement has an important role to play in sourcing in a manner that ensures ethical standards 
are met, minimise the risk of social exploitation and good employment practices. Our ethical 
procurement objectives are to ensure the wellbeing and protection of work forces throughout the 
supply chain, that people are treated with respect and their rights are protected.  

We aim to minimise the risk of modern slavery and human trafficking in the supply chain by 
reviewing the market to identify area of vulnerability and taking mitigating actions. This will 
include excluding Vendors with convictions for modern slavery, using robust contract clauses and 
monitoring Vendor performance.  

We expect organisations we work with to:  

• Work to the highest standards of business integrity and ethical conduct  

• Support staff development and welfare and provide a safe and hygienic working 
environment  

• Comply with national laws or industry standards on working hours and not use zero hour 
contracts that prevent the worker from carrying out other work  
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• Pay wages and benefits at rates that meet national standards 
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Moray Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £37.97 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “The response to your information request can be found on the Council's  website 

http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_standard/page_150942.html (please note that it can take up to 1 hour for the website to update).” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Non-contracted  
Brakes Fairtrade Tea Bags 1x1100 1 

   £17.05 N/A 

  T&L Fairtrade Gingerbread syrup 1x750ml 1   £4.42  

  T&L Fairtrade Pumpkin Syrup      1x750ml 1 £4.42  

     

  Grand Total  £37.97  
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

 

Moray Council Procurement Strategy 2023/2026 

Other commitments Ethical Procurement – the Council assigns great importance to the role of the local authority in 
encouraging ethical dealings. The Council therefore commits to support, and promote the use of 
fair trade products where feasible. 

 

 

 

http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_standard/page_150942.html
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North Ayrshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £29,277.59 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Thank you for submitting your FOI request dated 15 September 2023 to North Ayrshire Council.  We have completed our research for your 

request.  Please find below the response and attached are any additional documents.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted  
Fairtrade Bananas x 6864kg 

£13,384.80 Yes  

  

Coffee made with fairtrade coffee beans x 
384kg £4,401 Yes 

  Sugar £11,491.79 Yes 

     

  Grand Total  £29,277.59  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

North Ayrshire Council Procurement Strategy 2023-2026 

Strategic Objective 4 - Create an inclusive North 
Ayrshire with access to fair jobs 

Ensure that all external expenditure is procured, fairly, and ethically whilst encouraging and 
influencing our Vendors, contractors, and service providers to do the same. 
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North Lanarkshire Council 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Having investigated, I can advise that the total spend on Fair Trade goods during the period April 2022 to March 2023 is not held and in 
terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, I must advise you of this.” 
 
 No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

North Lanarkshire Council Procurement Strategy 2023-2024 

Our Policy on Procuring Fairly and Ethically Traded 
Supplies and Services 

• We will take a robust approach in our procurement processes and work with our partners 
to tackle criminal activity, including human trafficking and exploitation, modern slavery, 
corruption and fraud and to promote positive employment practices.  

• Our standard procurement procedures for contracts involve assessing a potential 
Providers suitability to be awarded the contract. This process includes considering whether 
the potential Provider has been convicted of certain offences or committed any acts of 
professional misconduct while running their business. 

• Our standard terms and conditions of contract allow us to end a contract if the Provider or 
sub-provider fails to keep to their legal duties in the areas of environmental, social or 
employment law when carrying out that contract. 

• We have been awarded “Fairtrade Zone Status” in recognition of the support and 
awareness the local schools, churches, businesses and communities have given to 
Fairtrade products. This a clear commitment to consider the relevant and proportionate 
application of fair and ethical principles in our procurement activities.  

• If fairly traded supplies and services are available to meet our requirements, we will 
consider how best to promote them.  
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• We will keep a central record of the value of fairly traded products bought from contracts 
under our direct control. Our annual report on this strategy will include a statement about 
the effectiveness of our selection procedures. 
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Orkney Islands Council 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  
No data provided - Please also see Scotland 

Excel’s estimated total spend for each council on 
pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “I am pleased to give the information you requested and hope that it meets your requirements. Can you kindly provide data on Orkney 

Islands Council Harbour Authority’s total annual spend on fair trade goods across the April 2022 – March 2023 financial year? See example response format 

attached below. Nil.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Orkney Islands Council Procurement Strategy Update 2021 to 2023 

12. Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services In 2010, Orkney Islands Council passed a Fairtrade Resolution which says:  

“Orkney Islands Council aims to be recognised as supporting and promoting the principles of 
Fairtrade through demonstrating a commitment to supporting fair and sustainable 
development”.  

As detailed in the Council’s Sustainable Procurement Policy, the Council will, where practicable 
and where it is sustainable, purchase fair trade options as a means of helping excluded and 
disadvantaged producers, including independent small farmers, to access international 
markets and receive a fair price for their products. 
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Perth & Kinross Council 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  

£757.67 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s 

estimated total spend for each council 
on pages 24-25. 

Response to FOI: “Please see attached document.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

ARCO Contracted Men s Black Fairtrade Hoodie S £12.00 N/A 

     

Brakes Bros 
Ltd  Contracted 

Ambient - Sugar Sweeteners - Individual 
Portions - Fair Trade £11.69 N/A 

  

Arriba Fairtrade Instant hot chocolate sachets 1 
x 48 £7.40 N/A 

  

Arriba Fairtrade Instant hot chocolate sachets 1 
x 49 £9.22 N/A 

  

Tate Lyall fairtrade light brown soft pure cane 
sugar £16.31 N/A 

  

Tate Lyle fairtrade light brown soft pure cane 
sugar £16.47 N/A 

     

Highland Indu 
Supplies Perth) Contracted Chef s Larder Fairtrade Tea Bag 1100 £25.98 N/A 

     

Traidcraft plc Non-contracted Cafedirect Fairtrade Freeze Dried Coffee £10.50 N/A 

  Fairtrade Organic Raspberry Jam 340g  £8.00 N/A 

  Traidcraft Brown Fair Trade Sugar Sticks - case £7.20 N/A 
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Traidcraft Fair Trade Breakfast Blend Teabags - 
80  £14.58 N/A 

  

Traidcraft Fair Trade Golden Granulated Sugar 
500g  £6.05 N/A 

  

Traidcraft Fair Trade Milk Chocolate Raisins 
150g - case  £20.25 N/A 

  Traidcraft Fair Trade Vanilla Fudge 150g - case  £13.32 N/A 

  Traidcraft White Fair Trade Sugar Sticks - case  £7.20 N/A 

     

JTS (Just 
Trading 
Scotland) Non-contracted 

90kg Rice Challenge: 90 White,Non Contract 
(v2) £288.00 N/A 

     

Shared Earth 
UK Ltd Non-contracted shaped glass bowl on wood 12-15cm ht  £83.28 N/A 

  dreamcatcher moon + circle white  £70.80 N/A 

  d c rainbow 4cm  £14.94 N/A 

  heart 2cm reds asst pack 20  £16.60 N/A 

  incense cone set small 6 asst  £19.92 N/A 

  Rice husk sheep cake  £14.85 N/A 

  Save our Bees, Rice Cup  £14.85 N/A 

  Spectacle Stand SH  £19.98 N/A 

  dreamcatcher  £28.28 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £757.67  
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General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“I have to advise that some of the information you have requested is subject to an exemption in terms of section 25(1) of the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002 in as much as the information can be reasonably obtained other than by requesting it under section 1(1) of the Act.  I am advised that 

the information relating to general policy on procurement you seek is available on our website.” 

 

Perth & Kinross Council Tenders and contracts general advice 

Fair and ethical trading Our contracts are developed with consideration of any factors relevant to the purpose of the 
contract. Where relevant the specification of goods and services will set out our requirements with 
regard to ethical sourcing. 

This will align to Fairer Futures, a strategy the Council and other community planning bodies in our 
area are working towards. Every contract plays a part in how the Fairer Futures recommendations 
can be delivered. We will include a review of employment practices of the organisation's which 
deliver contracts, as well as the impact of contract delivery locally - on employment, community 
benefits and delivery of essential services. 

For example the Council has a strong record of working towards Zero Waste and to contribute to 
this objective there are mechanisms in place to reduce, reuse and recycle products in Council 
departments. This has meant we have reduced our consumption by introducing a policy to reuse 
office furniture and recycle what cannot be used. 

When we do source new goods we take account of their origins - an example of this is the sourcing 
of timber products for repairs to our Council Housing. In accordance with UK Government Timber 
Procurement Policy all recommended Vendors have evidenced that only legal and sustainable 
timber will be supplied through the framework. 

We are also working with our full Vendor base to identify risks of unethical trading where it could 
exist. This ties in with emerging national policy development on modern slavery and focuses on 
identify risk areas for human rights abuses. 
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Renfrewshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £240.52  Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI:  

 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted  
Fairtrade Freeze Dry Coffee Stk x500 (qty 1) 

N/A N/A  

  Fair Trade White Sugar Sticks 1x1000 (qty 14) N/A N/A 

  Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 1x1000 (qty 7) N/A N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £240.52  
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

 

Renfrewshire Council Corporate Procurement Strategy April 2020- March 2023 

3. Priorities for Procurement in Renfrewshire 
Council 

• Ensure the Council explores all opportunities to use its procurement activities to promote 
its wider policy objectives, including its social, economic and environmental objectives 

• Promote ethical procurement and work with our Vendors to ensure that they do not use 
exploitative labour 
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Scottish Borders Council  
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £189.67 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Further to your request for information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 relating to the above I am now able to 

respond. The following response was prepared and provided on behalf of Corporate Governance;” 

  

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted  
Fairtrade white sugar sticks (1000) x 12 

£182.25 N/A  

  

Cadbury fairtrade instant hot chocolate (1kg) x 
1 £7.42 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £189.67  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Scottish Borders Council Sustainable Procurement Charter 

Fairly & ethically traded goods The Council supports the Fair Trade initiative because it reflects our commitment to sustainable 
development and offers the prospect that marginalised producers across the world will receive 
fairer deals for their produce. The Council will promote the use of fair trade products across all its 
services and raise awareness of fair trade amongst its staff and customers. The Council will (to the 
extent permitted by EU procurement legislation) embed Fair Trade into contracts with Vendors 
where it has a direct bearing on the required goods, services and works. 
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Shetland Islands Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided - please see Scotland Excel’s 
estimated total spend for each council on 

pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “Thank you for your FOISA request. Shetland Islands Council does not hold specific spend information relating to Fair Trade goods.  

The previous contract for the supply of Groceries and Provisions, included the following statement: “Fairtrade (or equivalent) options may be required over the 
lifetime of the framework agreement.” 

I expect that information regarding Fairtrade is likely to be retain some form in any new food supply contracts.” 
  

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

No current data provided.  
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South Ayrshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £118.20 Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 
Response to FOI: “Thank you for your recent enquiry which was given the above reference number. I now enclose the Councils response which I trust will be 
of assistance to you.” 
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted  

Ethically Sourced - Demerara Sugarsticks 
Ethically Sourced, 1 X 1000 

£26.76 N/A  

  Brake Fairtrade Tea Bags 1x1100 £67.52 N/A 

 Non-contracted Brk Fairtrade Freeze Dry Coffee Stk X500 £23.92 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £118.20  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

South Ayrshire Council Procurement Strategy 2023-2024 

Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods 
and Services 

In line with the Council’s Procurement Strategy Key Objective 4; Fulfilment of Sustainable 
Procurement Duties and where ethically traded goods and services are available, the Council will 
work with all relevant stakeholders and take a Best Value approach when applying fair and 
ethically trading principles in procurement activities. South Ayrshire Council also works closely 
with Fairtrade partnerships to promote Fairtrade products and explore the differences that choices 
on the procurement of these ethically traded goods can make to the lives of others. 
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South Lanarkshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £13,228.67  Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 
total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “The Council has searched its records and has located some of the information that you have requested. Information provided The Council 
can give you the information that it has in relation to your request. This information is included in Appendix 1, however, items purchased for resale cannot be 
separately identified. Our search was limited to items with “fair” included in the product description.” 
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros 
Ltd  Contracted 

*CORE* Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 
1x1000 GROCERIES AND CHILLED  £5.99 N/A 

  

*CORE* Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 
1x1000 GROCERIES AND CHILLED  £12.96 N/A 

  

114962 -Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Light Brown Soft 
Pure Cane Sugar 500g  £18.99 N/A 

  Fairtrade Orange Juice 27x200ml  £5.98 N/A 

  

*CORE* Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 
1x1000 GROCERIES AND CHILLED  £6.48 N/A 

  Fairtrade orange juice 27x200ml  £5.98 N/A 

  Fair Trade Enveloped Tea Bags 1x250  £34.80 N/A 

  Cardbury Fair Trade Drinking Chocolate  £17.16 N/A 

  Fair Trade Enveloped Tea Bags 1x250  £17.40 N/A 

  

CafÚdirect Fairtrade Original Espresso Beans 1 
X 4 £66.39 N/A 

  Tate & Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar £3.27 N/A 

  A106066 Tate & Lyle Fair Trade Icing Sugar 1kg  £12.28 N/A 
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  Fairtrade Coffee Sticks (1 x 500)  £26.31 N/A 

  

*CORE* Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 
1x1000 GROCERIES AND CHILLED  £14.08 N/A 

  Cadbury Fairtrade Drinking Chocolate 1 x 2kg  £13.19 N/A 

  

*CORE* Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Sticks 
1x1000 GROCERIES AND CHILLED  £14.08 N/A 

  
 

  

Davidson Cash 
& Carry Contracted 

Calypso Fairtrade Apple Juice Ethically Sourced 
27 x 200ML £35.04 N/A 

  

Calypso Fairtrade Orange Juice Ethically 
Sourced 27 x 200ML  £37.68 N/A 

  
 

  

George 
Carruthers & 
Sons Ltd Contracted 

Fairtrade Banana. FOR FACILITIES USE ONLY x 
6,725 

£10,934.18 N/A 

  

Fairtrade Banana. SOCIAL WORK RESOURCES 
ONLY x 674 £1,174.20 N/A 

  
 

  

Karing 
International 
Ltd Contracted 

TROPIKON - Fair Trade Instant Columbian 
Coffee (10x300g) x 7 

£647.50 N/A 

  
 

  

LYRECO UK 
LTD Contracted 

Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks 2.5G - Box of 1000 
£6.07 N/A 

  Fairtrade Hot Chocolate Sachets - Box of 100 £30.13 N/A 

  Fairtrade Hot Chocolate Sachets - Box of 100 £59.70 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks 2.5G - Box of 1000 £8.51 N/A 

  
 

 N/A 
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Matthew Algie 
& Co Ltd Contracted 

DCAFTDUS / 490108 CA Fairtrade Dust (6x250g) 
£20.32 N/A 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £13,228.67  
 

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

South Lanarkshire Council Procurement Strategy 2023-2028 

Objective 6: Sustainable and Ethical 

 

Aim: Secure wider social, economic and environmental benefits through contracts as set out in the 
Sustainable Procurement Duty 

How to achieve 

• Support the council’s response to the Climate Change Emergency by improving 
environmental outcomes from procurement, including net-zero and carbon reduction 
plans 

• Embed sustainability measures in procurement through use of Scottish Government’s 
Sustainability Tools and life cycle costing in appropriate contracts 

• Require supply chain transparency from contractors to ensure appropriate ethical 
standards, Modern Slavery and avoid use of sanctioned countries and individuals  

• Work with Police Scotland in prevention of Fraud and Disruption of Serious and Organised 
Crime in all appropriate contracts 

• Promote the highest standards in food procurement, including consideration of animal 
welfare standards, in our supply chains and in accordance with the council’s Good Food 
Strategy 

 

Outcome: Meet the Sustainable Procurement Duty 
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Stirling Council  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided– please see Scotland Excel’s recorded 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

Response to FOI: “While the Council use a range of contracts and frameworks which include the provision of Fairly and Ethically traded Supplies and 
Services, the Council do not currently capture or hold specific spend information relating to or identifying such items. Therefore we do not not hold the 
information relating to your request in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.” 
 

No data provided.  

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

‘Towards Commercial Excellence’: Stirling Council’s Procurement Strategy 2021-2025 

4.2 Action Plan  Objective 3 - Facilitate, support and promote the benefits of sustainable procurement including 
supporting the transition to a circular economy. 

Stirling Council will seek to provide best value and secure wider social, economic and 
environmental benefits for the local area whilst promoting and supporting Stirling Council’s 
strategic objectives, key priorities and policies, by; 

• applying whole life costing, 

• ensuring early supplier involvement, 

• encouraging innovative products and solutions; and embedding sustainability best 
practice in procurements in a relevant and proportionate manner, as required by the 
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, including consideration of intended outcomes 
relating to:- 

• Climate Change; 
• Materials, Waste; 
• Hazardous Materials; 
• Biodiversity; 
• Heritage; 
• Water; 



69 
 

• Community Benefits; 
• Health and Wellbeing; 
• Security and Crime; 
• Fairly and Ethically traded Supplies and Services; 
• Promotion of Equality; and 
• Fair Work Practices. 
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The Highland Council 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £3,432.31 Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 
Response to FOI: “We used two suppliers to procure Fair Trade products in the financial year 22/23, total spend with both listed below: 
 
Brake Brothers Catering - £1,371.07 
 
Matthew Algie Coffee - £2,061.24 
 
Both suppliers are contracted to supply certain products to the council through our purchasing agreements.  
 
The fair trade products we purchased during FY 22/23 were: 
 
We did not purchase these products for resale, Products are purchased for internal function use.” 
 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Brothers Catering N/A  

BRAKES FAIRTRADE 100% COLUMBIAN INSTANT  
FAIRTRADE CATERING TEA BAGS 1 X 440  
BRAKES FAIRTRADE WHITE SUGAR STICKS 1  
BRAKES FAIRTRADE FREEZE DRIED COFFEE  
BRAKES FAIRTRADE DEMERARA SUGAR STICKS 

£1,371.07 No  

  
 

  

Matthew Algie Coffee N/A 
English Breakfast Enveloped Teabags  
Matthew Algie Fairtrade Coffee 5kg £2,061.24 No 

     

  Grand Total  £3,432.31  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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“I attach a copy of a Notice of Motion which agreed that all tea/coffee for official meetings would be sourced from Fairtrade products, we do not hold any 

further policy documents prescribing what we purchase for use within the Highland Council.” 

Extract of the Highland Council Minute on Thursday, 10th April 2003 

11. Notice of Motion  The following Notice of Motion had been received in accordance with Standing Order 10.1- 

"The Council welcomes the publication of the Fair Trade Guide which provides details of those 
outlets in the Highlands and Islands where people can find Fair Trade Products. This guide was 
jointly prepared by Scottish Co-op and Highland One World Group and was launched by the 
Deputy Minister for Finance and Local Government on 6 March 2003. 

Also on 6 March 2003, the Scottish Parliament, who already procure their tea and coffee from fair 
trade products, congratulated the towns of Strathaven and Aberfeldy on becoming Scotland's first 
fair trade towns. 

During the Parliamentary debate, the Minister for Finance and Public Services indicated that, by 
the end of April 2003, the Scottish Executive will have introduced Fair Trade tea and coffee options 
in all the Executive's staff restaurants. In addition, all tea and coffee provided at official meetings 
would be bought under a recognised fair trade label or equivalent. 

The Highland Council supports the principle of fair trade and sustainable production and 
accordingly wishes to see all tea and coffee that is provided at official meetings bought under a 
recognised fair trade label or equivalent". 

Signed by:  

Mrs M Paterson, Mrs R Finlayson, Mrs G McCreath, Mr M R Finlayson, Mr D W Briggs, Mr A 
Anderson, Mr N M Clark, Mr B J Murphy, Mr A Rhind, Mr W MacLachlan, Mr D C M Flear, Mrs I 
Campbell, Mrs M Davidson, Mr J W Oag, Mr D Allan, Mrs A L Magee, Mr M M Downie Mr R 
Sevem, Mr B M S Dunlop 
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West Dunbartonshire Council 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  
No data provided - please see Scotland Excel’s 

estimated total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 

Response to FOI: “I’ve been asked to contact you to advise - This is a Section 17, Information Not recorded. Under Section 15, duty to provide advice and 

assistance that WDC no longer requests that suppliers provide this information.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

No data provided.  
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West Lothian Council 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £515.92 
Please also see Scotland Excel’s estimated 

total spend for each council on pages 24-25. 

 
Response to FOI: “Please see attached response document relating to your Freedom of Information Request.” 
 

Supplier (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brake Bros Ltd Contracted 
Calypso Fairtrade orange juice 27 x 200ml 

£36.60  

  Brake Fairtrade Tea Bags 1x1100 £33.06  

  

Fairtrade Demerera Sugar Sticks 1x1000 
£6.48  

  

Fairtrade Demerera Sugar Sticks 1x1000 
£6.48  

  

Juiceburst Fairtrade Orange 12x500ml 
£10.19  

  

Juiceburst Fairtrade Orange (12x500ml) 
£10.27  

  

Maltesers Fairtrade Treat Bag 68g (24x68g) 
£22.04  

  

Fairtrade Demerera Sugar Sticks 1x1000 
£6.76  

  

Sunmagic Fairtrade Orange Juice (Pack size: 12 x 
500ml) £9.67  

  

Sugar - Tate   Lyle Fairtrade Granulated Sugar 1 x 6 x 
2kg £2.09  
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  Tate   Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar 1kg £3.07  

  

Brakes - Tate   Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar 1kg 
£3.07  

  

Milfresh Fairtrade Fair   Ethical Hot Chocolate 1kg 
£47.20  

  

Tate   Lyle Fairtrade Granulated Sugar 2kg 
£2.09  

  

Tate   Lyle Fairtrade Light Brown Soft Pure Cane Sugar 
500g (Brakes) £15.44  

  JUICEBURST? Fairtrade Orange £11.84  

  

Juiceburst Fairtrade Orange 12x500ml 
£11.84  

  

Supplier is Brakes -Tate   Lyle Fairtrade Icing Sugar 1kg 
£3.07  

  
 

  

Myrtle Coffee 
Services Ltd Contracted 

clipper fairtrade org green 6 x25 
£24.66  

  
 

  

Scottish Fair Trade 
Forum Contracted 

Membership Renewal for Scottish Fair Trade Forum - 
2021/22 £250.00  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £515.92  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

West Lothian Council Corporate Procurement Strategy 2019/20 to 2022/23 
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Fair and Ethical Trading The council is in support of the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded and this is 
considered when developing procurement commodity strategies. Where relevant, the appropriate 
standards and labels will be included in a procurement to take account of fair and ethical trading 
considerations.  
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Colleges and Universities 
 

The Financial Year for Scotland’s colleges and universities runs from 1 August until 31 July – responses have therefore been collected according to 1st 

August 2022 - 31st July 2023. 

Within Scottish higher and further educational institutions, Fair Trade goods are often supplied by contracted caterers. This would not show as 

procurement costs on purchasing systems as the catering provision is often provided as a no-cost option to the College, and consequently no purchase 

orders are raised. 
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Abertay University 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Details of any exemptions applied are below. Where any information is “not held”, this is explained below. Those parts of the University’s 

response (together with the details of how to ask the University to review the management of your request, or thereafter to seek a review by the Scottish 

Information Commissioner, should you wish to do so – please see below) constitutes the notice in writing that the information specified is not held by the 

University which is required under section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (“FOISA”). 

The total value per order - Regrettably, this data cannot be extracted from our reporting system, and it would involve a manual search, gather, and review of 

individual orders. Additionally, it would entail direct communication with Vendors to validate the information. Information pertaining to the total value per 

order has therefore been exempt from release on the grounds of Section 12. Excessive cost of compliance. The work involved (outlined above) to compile the 

requested information would exceed the £600 (equivalent to 40-hours of staff time) threshold for providing information under the FOISA charging regulations. 

It may be possible to restrict the scope of your request to lessen the cost of providing the information requested. As we are unclear as to your priorities in terms 

of the information which you seek, you may wish to reconsider the scope of your request to reduce the excessive costs of compliance. If so, please contact us 

at foi@abertay.ac.uk. However, this will require a re-calculation of the cost of compliance in terms of the above legislative provisions.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Coffee Conscience Ltd Non-contracted  
Coffee beans 

N/A N/A  

  Brew tea (hot beverages)  N/A N/A 

  Chocolate for café N/A N/A 

  Coffee/hot beverage syrups for café  N/A N/A 

 Contracted Branded compostable cups N/A N/A 

     

  Grand Total  N/A  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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Abertay University Procurement Strategy 2021-2026 

4.11 The procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services 

The University supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where directly 
relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its regulated procurements to 
take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings 
from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily 
having the specific certification. 

 

 

Ayrshire College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £11,975 

Response to FOI: “The table below confirms our total annual spend on fair trade goods from April 2022 – March 2023: 

No items were purchased for resale other than hot beverage ingredients.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Coffee Conscience Ltd Contracted  
Coco Fairtrade Espresso Bean 12 x 1KG 

£7,292 No 

  Coco Fairtrade Bulk Brew 8 x 750G £426 No 

  Coco Fairtrade Chocolate Sol 10 x 1KG £3,432 No 

  Fair Trade Coffee Soluble 10 x 300g £780 No 

  Fair Trade Filter Coffee 3 Pt 50 x 60g £45 No 

     

  Grand Total  £11,975 ex VAT  
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General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Ayrshire College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded and, where directly relevant, makes use of appropriate standards and 

labels in its procurements. We take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings from suppliers that can 

demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily having the specific certification.” 

Ayrshire College Procurement Strategy and Action Plan (2022 – 2024) 

4 Ensuring Compliance with general Duties and 
Specific Measures of the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2014 

4.5 Fairly and ethically traded goods and services  

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant the 
College shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements and will consider 
equivalent offerings from suppliers that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria 
without necessarily having the specific certification. The College will also consider the use of 
lifecycle costing. 
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Borders College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided.  

Response to FOI: “Borders College does not record the information requested, therefore I must advise that in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002 the information sought is not held.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

Borders College Procurement Policy August 2021-June 2024  

3.3 Procurement Framework, f) Procurement of 
fairly and ethically traded goods / services 

We support sourcing goods which are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant we will use 
appropriate standards and labels in our procurements to take account of fair and ethical trading. 
We will consider offerings from Vendors that can demonstrate they meet the specified criteria 
without having certification. 
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City of Glasgow College  
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  £12,044.05   

 

Response to FOI: “Please see the College’s response in the Excel spreadsheet attached. Please note that the report is based on the College’s accounting year 

which runs from July to August.” 

 

Supplier (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value Purchased for Resale 

Baxter Storey Scotland 
Limited 

Contracted Coffee, Tea, Biscuits, Water £9,498.08 Yes 

     

Brake Bros Foodservice Ltd Contracted Nescafe, Juice, Fruit Cocktail, £963.23 No 

     

Cooksongold Non-Contracted 6 X Ecosilver Hard Solder Strip, 0.60mm x 
6.0mmx600mm, Weight Per Strip 22g 

£108.14 No 

  1 X Ecosilver Sheet 0.90mm Fully Annealed, 100% 
Recycled Sterling Silver length/dimensions (100 x 
100mm) 

£73.92 No 

  1 X Ecosilver D Shape Wire 2.3mm x 1.5mm, 100% 
Recycled Sterling Silver length/Dimensions 
(1300mm) 

£33.34 No 

     

Mclays Foods Ltd Contracted Bananas £290.54  No 

     

We Love Coffee Non-Contracted 4 X Fairtrade Signature Whole Bean Coffee £192 No 

  4 X Fairtrade Ground Coffee Filter £149.6 No 
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  4 X Fairtrade Signature Whole Bean Coffee £192 No 

  4 X Fairtrade Ground Coffee Filter £149.6 No 

  4 X Fairtrade Ground Coffee Filter £148.8 No 

  2 X Fairtrade Signature Whole Bean Coffee £96 No 

  4 X Fairtrade Ground Filter Coffee £148.8 No 

 

  Grand Total  £12,044.05 
 

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

City of Glasgow College Procurement Strategy 2022 - 2026 

5 Compliance with the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2014 

Procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services 

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where directly 
relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account 
of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings from Vendors 
that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily having the specific 
certification. 
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Dumfries and Galloway College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.    

 

Response to FOI: “Dumfries and Galloway College does not hold records for your request.  Local Vendors are used by the college for food purchases but none 

specifically mention “fair trade” in their product promotion.” 

No data provided.  

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services  

No data provided.  
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Dundee & Angus College 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Thank you for your request for information. Unfortunately we do not hold the information you have requested because we do not categorise 
or allocate any spend on the basis of whether the products are FairTrade and do not record spend in such a way that would allow us to do so.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Our Procurement Strategy states, in relation to the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services: 

‘The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where directly relevant, it shall make use of appropriate standards and 

labels in its procurements to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as 

considering equivalent offerings from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily having the specific 

certification’.” 
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Edinburgh College 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 
Response to FOI: “There are no transactions that note “Fair Trade/Fairtrade” or “Fairly Traded”. 

Please note, when directly tendering the College promotes - where appropriate - the inclusion of Ethical Trading Initiatives (including products such as 

applicable food types, beverages, timber supplies and furniture).  

The College uses National and other framework providers such as APUC, The Scottish Government, TUCO, CCS plus others in the HE/FE sector who emphasise 

and specify sustainability (covering such initiatives such as Fair Trade, Rainforest Alliance, FLEGT-licensed, FSC, PEFC etc.)” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Edinburgh College Annual Procurement Report 01 August 2021 – 31 July 2022 

Section 2: Review of Regulated Procurement 
Compliance 

To develop sound and useful procurement management information to measure and improve 
procurement and Vendor performance in support of corporate planning conducted through fair 
and transparent process.  

Addresses Statement of the authority’s general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically 
traded goods and services.  

Addresses how the authority intends to ensure that its regulated procurements will be carried out 
in compliance with its duty to act in a transparent and proportionate manner. 

• Internal governance procedures, policies, tools such as eenabled workflow enhancements 
are introduced to effect improvements to procurement process and efficiency.  

• Expenditure segmentation analysis and data located on the Hub, Hunter (including 
Contracts Registers) and Procurement Data Dashboard. Where relevant, use is made of 
appropriate standards and labels in procurements to take account of fair and ethical 
trading considerations with due consideration given to equivalent tender offerings from 
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Vendors. Use is made of PCS and PCS-T to publish procurement opportunities, appropriate 
use is made of lotting, output based specifications and clear evaluation criteria to ensure 
that procurements are accessible to as many bidders (including SMEs) as possible. 

  

 

Edinburgh Napier University 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 
Response to FOI: “We do not record this information centrally, and there is also no external requirement for us to do so. While we may hold the requested 

information, it would not be possible to provide this without extensive work being undertaken. The time entailed and consequent cost of the location, 

retrieval and collation of information would exceed the upper limit of £600 as prescribed by the Freedom of Information (Fees for Required Disclosure) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (section 5). Consequently, the University is not obliged to comply with your request in accordance with section 12(1) of the 

Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Edinburgh Napier University Procurement Strategy 2023 – 2025 

5. Compliance with the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 

The University supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant 
it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account of fair 
and ethical trading considerations, will consider equivalent offerings from Vendors in its tenders 
and consider the use of lifecycle costing. The authority will also consider use of contract conditions 
that provide assurances on fair and ethical supply chains. 
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Edinburgh University 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   ££228,817.16 

 
Response to FOI: “The University has participated in the Fairtrade University scheme since 2004, making commitments to Fair Trade procurement, 

awareness-raising and research. In June 2022, we were awarded a Fairtrade University and College Award - two stars - from the Fairtrade Foundation, 

recognising our work to embed ethical and sustainable practices through our curriculum, procurement, research and campaigns. Information about the 

University’s commitment to continued promotion and understanding of Fair Trade, including its Fair Trade Policy, is available on the SRS pages of the 

University website. In 2022, the University’s Fairtrade Award Working Group agreed to broaden the range of fair trade accreditations accepted at the 

University to include: Fairtrade, Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS); Fair Wear; Rainforest Alliance; and Fair for Life. The University is currently working 

towards reaccreditation of the Fairtrade University and College Award, which is due in 2024. You may also be interested in the University’s schedule of 

events for Fairtrade Fortnight 2023.  

You asked for the University’s annual spend on fair trade goods for the financial year April 2022 to March 2023. You asked for this figure to be broken down 

by vendor, the description of each item and the total value of the order. You also asked if each vendor was contracted or non-contracted and, if applicable, 

whether the items purchased were for resale.  

So that the University’s schools and subject areas are managed according to their individual and distinctive operational needs, the University operates a 

devolved management structure comprising three academic colleges, subdivided into twenty schools, and three support groups, subdivided into some 

seventy support services. Any area is able to purchase fair trade products through their own purchasing procedures, and therefore the information you have 

requested could be held by all areas within the University’s structure. To identify the total expenditure on fair trade products, I would have to contact all 

areas within the University to establish the location of relevant information. Doing this would cost more than £600, the limit over which the University is not 

required to respond to freedom of information requests.  

However, in responding to your request, I have contacted the Visitor Centre and Accommodation, Catering and Events (ACE), the area of the University 

responsible for all on-campus catering, cafes and social spaces, for relevant information.  

I have provided the information held by ACE about purchases of fair trade products, including the name of the Vendor, a description of the product and the 

value of each order of the product from each Vendor in table 1 of the enclosure. I have provided the same information held by the Visitor Centre in table 2 of 

the enclosure.  
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Please note, all items purchased by the University are for resale in some way, either in the cafés, at events, or in the student restaurant. All the Vendors 

listed are contracted except ‘Just Trading Scotland Ltd’. Please also note the University’s financial year runs from 1 August to 31 July the following year. 

However, the figures provided are for the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023 as requested.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value Purchased for Resale 

Bidfood N/A Conf Divine Milk Chocolate £200.44 N/A 

  Conf Divine Plain Chocolate Bar £332.14 N/A 

  Conf Divine White Chocolate Bar £229.64 N/A 

  Conf Mars Bars £536.80 N/A 

  Conf Tonys Chocolonely Dark Almond Sea Salt £886.17 N/A 

  Conf Tonys Chocolonely Milk Caramel Sea Salt £1,255.29 N/A 

  Conf Tonys Chocolonely Milk Chocolate £1,054.11 N/A 

  Ju Btl Apple Juice Fairtrade £6,510.56 N/A 

  Ju Btl Orange F/T Juice Burst ALTERNATIVE £591.25 N/A 

  Ju Btl Orange Juice F/T Sunmagic £5,617.51 N/A 

  Sugar Cubes Demerara Rough Fairtrade Tate & Lyle £41.88 N/A 

  Sugar Cubes White Rough Fairtrade Tate & Lyle £38.77 N/A 

  Sugar Portions Brown F/T £1,896.55 N/A 

  Sugar Portions White F/T £1,793.90 N/A 

     

Coffee Conscience Ltd N/A Chocolate COCO Fairtrade (CC) £12,149.00 N/A 

  Chocolate COCO Vegan Fairtrade Barista (CC) £1,103.10 N/A 

  Chocolate Conscience Fairtrade 33% Cocoa Barista £8,106.05 N/A 

  Chocolate Stick Fairtrade Clipper (Levels) £405.50 N/A 

  Coffee 100% Arabica Beans Fairtrade £78,383.80 N/A 

  Coffee COCO Fairtrade Decaff Stick (CC) £785.35 N/A 

  Coffee COCO Fairtrade Filter 3PT (CC) £449.80 N/A 

  Coffee COCO Fairtrade Filter Bulk Brew (CC) £5,969.60 N/A 

  Coffee COCO Fairtrade Regular Stick (CC) £381.90 N/A 
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  Coffee COCO Fairtrade Roast & Ground (Hotels) £6,496.96 N/A 

  Coffee Columbian Artisan Fairtrade Beans £80.50 N/A 

  Coffee Decaffeinated Premium Fairtrade Espresso £25.85 N/A 

  Coffee JMC Fairtrade Espresso Bean Robusta (CC) £19,154.20 N/A 

  Tea Clipper F/T Earl Grey Env/S/Tag £257.92 N/A 

  Tea Clipper F/T Everyday Tea Env/S/Tag £1,165.50 N/A 

  Tea Clipper F/T Org Camomile Infusion Env/S/Tag £129.62 N/A 

  Tea Clipper F/T Organic Decaff. Tea Env/S/Tag £744.01 N/A 

  Tea Clipper F/T Peppermint Infusion Env/S/Tag £213.96 N/A 

  Tea Clipper Organic F/T Camomile Env/S/Tag £1,202.50 N/A 

  Tea Clipper Organic F/T Earl Grey Env/S/Tag £1,905.50 N/A 

  Tea Clipper Organic F/T Green Tea Env/S/Tag £1,277.06 N/A 

  Tea Clipper Organic F/T Peppermint Env/S/Tag £1,221.00 N/A 

  Tea COCO Fairtrade 2PT Bulk Brew (CC) £717.50 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Calming Camomile £5.95 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Earl Grey Blue Flower £9.95 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Elegant British Breakfast £38.00 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Gunpowder Deluxe Green Tea £9.50 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Lemongrass & Ginger £29.85 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Masala Chai £29.85 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Strawberry & Mint £19.90 N/A 

  Tea Conscience Loose Tropical Rooibos £10.45 N/A 

  Tea Organic F/T English Breakfast Env/S/Tag £5,563.80 N/A 

     

Green City Wholefoods N/A Conf S&B Dark Choc Extra Dark 72% Organic F/T £73.38 N/A 

  Conf S&B Dark Choc Lavender F/T £16.20 N/A 

  Conf S&B Dark Choc Lemon/Cardamom F/T £19.06 N/A 

  Conf S&B Dark Choc Mandarin/Ginger F/T £35.26 N/A 

  Conf S&B Milk Choc Hazel & Almond F/T £33.32 N/A 
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  Conf S&B Milk Choc Rich Organic F/T £54.32 N/A 

  Ju Btl Charitea Black Tea & Lemon 330ml £1,179.18 N/A 

  Ju Btl Charitea Green Tea & Ginger 330ml £1,105.19 N/A 

  Ju Btl Charitea Rooibus & Passion 330ml £957.21 N/A 

  Ju Btl Charitea Sparkling Mate 330ml £633.32 N/A 

  Ju Btl Left Field No.3 Oolong Tea Kombucha £57.61 N/A 

  Ju Btl Lemonaid Ginger 330ml £1,545.54 N/A 

  Ju Btl Lemonaid Limeaid 330ml £1,112.78 N/A 

  Ju Btl Lemonaid Orangeade 330ml £1,489.59 N/A 

  Ju Btl Lemonaid Passion Fruit 330ml £1,870.37 N/A 

  Ju Can Karma Cola £177.66 N/A 

  Ju Can Summer Orangeade Karma £153.63 N/A 

  Rice Basmati F/T £93.60 N/A 

     

Handmade Speciality 
Products 

N/A Cake Flapjack Caramel Bake F/T (Handmade Spec.) £886.95 N/A 

  Cake Flapjack Choc Topped F/T (Handmade Spec.) £432.26 N/A 

  Cake Flapjack Fruity F/T (Handmade Speciality) £608.97 N/A 

  Cake Flapjack Plain F/T (Handmade Speciality) £326.62 N/A 

  Cake Flapjack Yoghurt Topped F/T (Handmade Spec.) £724.10 N/A 

     

Just Trading Scotland Ltd N/A Pul Lentils Red Split Fairtrade £150.00 N/A 

  Pul Lentils Toor Dhal Fairtrade £150.00 N/A 

  Rice White Kilombero Fairtrade £200.00 N/A 

     

Mark Murphy N/A Frt Bananas Fairtrade 17kg (Boxes) £26,267.96 N/A 

  Frt Bananas Fairtrade kg (Loose) £2,509.53 N/A 

     

Matthew Algie Ltd N/A Coffee Tiki 10 pint F/T High Volume £15,192.49 N/A 
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  Coffee Tiki 4 pint F/T Filter Softheat (M.Algie) £1,732.62 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £228,817.16  

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Finally, you also asked for the University’s general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, in line with section 

15(5)(b)(v) of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014. The University’s Fair Trade Policy is available to download from the University’s Social 

Responsibility and Sustainability website. This policy is currently under review and an updated policy is due in early 2024.” 

The University of Edinburgh Fair Trade Policy 

4. The Policy The University of Edinburgh aims to contribute to meeting the global poverty and inequality 
challenge by:  

1. Offering fairly traded products in our catering outlets and gift shop, and expanding the 
range of fair trade products procured by the University and available at campus shops, 
cafés and meeting rooms.  

2. Ensuring fair trade tea and coffee is used at all meetings and encouraging consumption of 
fair trade products in offices.  

3. Raising awareness on issues of fairness in global trade through events and online content. 
4. Carrying out and disseminating research on fairness in trade, and encouraging associated 

teaching.  
5. Collaborating with the Edinburgh Fair Trade City Group and the Scottish Fair Trade Forum 

on what it means for Scotland to be a Fair Trade Nation, and with other relevant groups 
such as public procurement consortia and networks.  

The SRS Department will regularly review and make recommendations to revise the 
University’s approach to fair trade and awareness raising, taking into account the latest 
developments in fair trade and fair work practices in procurement and academia. 
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Fife College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Fife College has a number of contracts and Vendors that can provide Fairly Traded goods however no orders have been placed within the 

period requested that were specifically for Fair Trade products.  Fair Trade is incorporated into many of our contracted product lines therefore orders would 

state the “t-shirt” with size, colour, product number etc but will not indicate fair trade cotton.  Similarly, our food orders are more generic and will state 

“coffee” or “bananas” but will not specify that these are fair trade even though this is a requirement within the contract to ensure Fair Trade options are 

available. 

Please note that we did contact some of our key Vendors to ask if this information was held or readily available for orders placed by Fife College however they 

had no way to report or filter our orders by any Fair Trade field or indicator.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Aramark Limited Contracted Tea, Coffee, Food and confectionery N/A N/A 

Hardedge Ltd Contracted Clothing N/A N/A 

Aspire Industrial 
Services Ltd Contracted 

Clothing N/A N/A 

Bidfood Contracted Food and drink N/A N/A 

Brake Bros Ltd Contracted Food and drink N/A N/A 

Mark Murphy & 
Partner Ltd Contracted 

Bananas and other fresh fruit N/A N/A 

Booker Limited Non-Contracted Confectionery N/A N/A 

DC 7 Vending Ltd Non-Contracted Tea, Coffee, Sugar and Biscuits N/A N/A 

Myrtle Coffee 
Services Ltd Non-Contracted 

Coffee N/A N/A 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  N/A  
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General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Fair Trade requirements are embedded into our specification templates to ensure that potential inclusion of Fair Trade is consideration for all contracts.” 

Fife College Procurement Strategy 2022-2024 

4.10 Fairly Traded  The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded.   

Where directly relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements 
to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent 
offerings from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without 
necessarily having the specific certification. 

 

6.11 The Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded 
Goods and Services   

Fife College supports the use of fairly traded products, particularly refreshments (tea/coffee).   The 
Contractor shall actively offer fairly traded options, including but not limited to tea, coffee, hot 
chocolate, juices, confectionery, fruits and wine for sale in the Facilities and the vending machines. 
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Forth Valley College  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £17,724.37 

 

Response to FOI: “Please find attached the information we have sourced that matched your criteria for the period specified.  

I note in your example that you have both the description and quantities for each item along with total cost. The College is of the view that this would enable 

someone to calculate unit prices. This, in our view, is commercially sensitive information for our Vendors. Accordingly, under Section 33 (1) (b) of the Act, we 

have omitted this section of the data. All other data has been disclosed.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Matthew Algie  Contracted ESP TIKI FTORA G31 ( TIKI BEANS 1KG)  £9,131.20 N/A 

  PAV GDNFT TEA TAG D34  £23.70 N/A 

  TIKI FTORA H25 ( GROUND 10 PT )  £780.78 N/A 

  TIKI FTORA FILTER F25 ( GROUND 3PT )  £394.24 N/A 

  CHOCABYSS FT DUST H55  £82.00 N/A 

  PAV GDN FT TEA BAG D19  £151.20 N/A 

  PAVILION BERRY O £108.50 N/A 

  PAVILION CHAMOMILE  £43.40 N/A 

  PAVILION DECAF FT £43.40 N/A 

  PAVILION EARL GREY FT  £65.10 N/A 

  PAVILION GREEN FTO  £43.40 N/A 

  PAVILION MINT O  £43.40 N/A 

  DOUBLE DECAF POD UPC476911  £63.80 N/A 

  SINGLE DECAF POD FTORA H10  £11.95 N/A 

  PAVILION BREAK FT  £65.10 N/A 

  
  

 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted Fair Trade Demerera SugarSticks  £158.40 N/A 

  Fair Trade White Sugar Sticks  £206.01 N/A 
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  Caburys Fairtrade Instant Hot Chocolate  £280.14 N/A 

  FAIRTRADE ORANGE JUICE  £2,408.33 N/A 

  FAIRTRADE APPLE JUICE  £3,620.32 N/A 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £17,724.37  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Forth Valley College Procurement Strategy and Action Plan 2022 - 2025 

4.10. Our policy on procuring fairly and ethically 
traded goods and services 

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where directly 
relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account 
of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings from Vendors 
that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily having the specific 
certification.  

Our standard terms and conditions allow us to end a contract if the contractor or subcontractor 
fails to keep to their legal duties in the areas of environmental, social or employment law when 
carrying out the contract. 
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Glasgow Caledonian University  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “I refer to your request for information below with response included. 

The value of fair trade items is not held separately from the cost of the Baxter Storey contract on the whole. As the University does not hold this information 

in the way you have requested, it is relying on Section 17(1)(b), Information not held, of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Baxter Storey Contracted Divine 70% dark chocolate bar   N/A N/A 

  Divine milk chocolate bar   N/A N/A 

  Divine orange chocolate bar   N/A N/A 

  Devine white chocolate bar   N/A N/A 

  Maltesers   N/A N/A 

  Cadburys dairy milk   N/A N/A 

  Juice burst apple   N/A N/A 

  Juice burst orange   N/A N/A 

  Fairtrade bananas   N/A N/A 

  

Modern Standard coffee, used in hospitality and all units except 
Starbucks  

N/A N/A 

  Starbucks coffee  N/A N/A 

  Hot chocolate Luna   N/A N/A 

  Tetley tea bags   N/A N/A 

  Coffee syrups   N/A N/A 

  Lotus biscuits   N/A N/A 

  White sugar sticks   N/A N/A 

  Brown sugar sticks   N/A N/A 

  Caster sugar for cooking N/A N/A 
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  Grand Total  N/A  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Glasgow Caledonian University Fairtrade Policy 

Glasgow Caledonian University and GCU Students’ 
Association commit to supporting, using and 
promoting Fairtrade. 

This will be achieved by reaching and maintaining Fairtrade Status as defined by the Fairtrade 
Foundation. The Fairtrade Foundation has outlined 5 goals for a Fairtrade University, and our 
commitment to them is as follows: 

• Fairtrade foods are made available for sale in all campus shops. 

• Fairtrade foods are used in all cafés/restaurants/bars on campus. Where this is not 

• possible, there is a commitment to begin to use Fairtrade foods in these establishments as 

• soon as it becomes possible to do so. 

• Fairtrade foods (for example, coffee and tea) are served at all meetings hosted by the 
University and the Students’ Association (or equivalent), and are served in all University 
and Students’ Association management offices. 

• There is a commitment to campaign for increased Fairtrade consumption on campus. 

• A Fairtrade Steering Group is established. 

• A Fairtrade steering group will meet as required and will be responsible for directing the 
implementation of this Fairtrade policy. The Fairtrade steering group will consist of 
representatives from the University and Students’ Association as appropriate. 

• The University and Students’ Association to make a commitment to campaigning for 
increased consumption of Fairtrade products on campus. 

• This policy statement will be communicated by linking to the communication strategy for 
the University’s Sustainability Strategy and continued efforts to support Fairtrade will be 
strongly encouraged. 

• This policy statement will be reviewed on an annual basis. 
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Glasgow Clyde College  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £7,343.67 

 

Response to FOI: “Please find attached Glasgow Clyde Colleges Fair Trade Spend for the period of April 2022 to March 2023.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Mclays Non-contracted Fairtrade Bananas £1,305.00 Yes 

   
  

Coffee Conscience Non-contracted Fairtrade Green Label Filter Coffee box of 50 (50gm) £97.47 No 

  Hot Chocolate Powder 10 x 1kg box £201.54 No 

  Decaffeinated FreezeDried Coffee box 250 sticks £852.00 No 

  Colombian freeze-dried Fairtrade coffee stick box 250 £789.00 No 

  Clipper Fairtrade envelope tea box 250 £652.50 No 

  Italian aroma Fairtrade beans 12 x 1kg bags £1,883.40 No 

  Clipper Fairtrade 6 x 25 envelope pack tea £463.50 No 

  
   

Brakes Bro Ltd  Tate and Lyle Fairtrade demerara sugar sticks 2.5kg (1000) £32.16 No 

  Tate and Lyle Fairtrade white sugar sticks 2.5kg (1000) £886.50 No 

  Tate and Lyle Fairtrade Icing sugar 1 x 3kg bag £180.60 No 

  
   

  Grand Total  £7,343.67  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Glasgow Clyde College’s Procurement Strategy 2020 to 2025 

6.11 The procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services 

College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. The College currently 
holds Fairtrade status.  
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Where directly relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements 
to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent 
offerings from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without 
necessarily having the specific certification. 
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Glasgow Kelvin College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £477.62 

 

Response to FOI: “Thank you for your request for information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act (2002). I now respond to your request as 

follows:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Matthew Algie Contracted 2 x box filter coffee  £179.50  

  1 box coffee beans  £111.00  

  Hot chocolate  £30.00  

   
  

Failte Foods  Teabags £20.00  

  Hot chocolate  £14.00  

  Cocoa Powder £23.78  

  Chocolate callets £99.34  

  
   

  Grand Total  £477.62  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Glasgow Kelvin College Procurement Strategy and Action Plan 2022 - 2025 

6.11 The procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services 

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where directly 
relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account 
of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings from Vendors 
that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily having the specific 
certification. 
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Glasgow School of Art 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “GSA do not record details of fair trade purchases, so we are unable to provide the information you have requested.  

GSA do not record the information requested within our Finance or Procurement systems.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“The draft GSA Procurement Strategy 2023 – 2028, which we hope will be approved and published shortly, states  “The GSA supports the sourcing of goods 

that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account of fair and 

ethical trading considerations and will consider equivalent offerings from Vendors in its tenders. The GSA’s Procurement Sustain Supply Chain Code of 

Conduct is embedded within tender documents and the Vendor adoption process.” 
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Heriot-Watt University 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £49.69 

 

Response to FOI: “You asked us to provide data on Heriot-Watt University’s total annual spend on fair trade goods across the April 2022 – March 2023 financial 

year. Please note that the information you have requested is recorded in line with the University’s financial year which runs from 1st of August to 31st of July.  

We have liaised with colleagues in our procurement team to carry out the appropriate searches using various combinations of “fair” and “trade”, “fairtrade” 

or “fairly” and “traded” terms however we have only been able to identify the following fair trade supplier from the way information has been recorded on 

our systems. This information is therefore unlikely to accurately reflect the University’s true spend on Fairtrade items.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Lyreco UK Ltd Contracted (ST)Fairtrade Brown Sugar Sticks 2.5G - Box of 1000  £7.63   

  
(ST)Fairtrade Hot Chocolate Sachets - Box of 100  £30.13  

  
(ST)PK12 Sunmagic Pure Fairtrade Orange Juice 500 ml  £11.93   

   
  

  Grand Total  £49.69  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Heriot-Watt University Procurement Strategy & Action Plan 

Annex B: Compliance with the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 

Procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services 

The University supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant 
it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account of fair 
and ethical trading considerations, and will consider equivalent offerings from suppliers in its 
tenders. Procurement Services’ Supply Chain Code of Conduct” is embedded in tender 
documentation. 
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New College Lanarkshire  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Regarding the total annual spend in fair trade goods we are unable to provide you with this information as our purchasing and finance 

systems do not record this information. This is a formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that New College Lanarkshire does not have the information you 

have requested.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

New College Lanarkshire Procurement Strategy  

The Procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services 

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded.  

Where directly relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements 
to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent 
offerings from   Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without 
necessarily having the   specific certification. 
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Newbattle Abbey College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £1,980 

 

Response to FOI: “The reply to your request is detailed in blue below along with the college’s Procurement Policy.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes  Contracted 
Tea 

 Yes  

  Coffee  Yes 

  Juice drinks   Yes 

  Contracted total: £100/month  

Andersons Contracted Fruits  Yes 

  Contracted total: £65/month  

     

  Grand Total  £1,980  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Newbattle Abbey College Procurement Policy 

c) Environmental Responsibility and Sustainability 

 

The College recognises that procurement of goods and services has an environmental impact in 
addition to the direct contribution of the actual goods and services themselves. This may include 
the impact of transportation or manufacturing of those goods and services. It will therefore 
consider such impacts when appraising procurement options. 

Particularly in large projects or procurement exercises, the College will consider the sustainability 

of solutions, taking into account the source of materials, use of natural resources, and stability of 

economic growth.  
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North East Scotland College  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Unfortunately following checks by our Procurement Department and also our Business and Accounting Team we do not hold this 

information in a format that enables us to produce the information requested.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

North East Scotland College Procurement Strategy 2021-2024 

Statement of the authority’s general policy on the 
procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods 
and services. 

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant it 
shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account of fair and 
ethical trading considerations, will consider equivalent offerings from Vendors in its tenders and 
consider the use of lifecycle costing. The authority will also consider use of contract conditions that 
provide assurances on fair and ethical supply chains. 
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Queen Margaret University 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £10,608.31 

 

Response to FOI: “I refer to your request for information which is being managed under the provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (“the 

FOISA”). Please find the University’s response attached.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Bidfood Contracted Juiceburst Fairtrade Apple 500ml £280.80 N/A 

  Juiceburst Fairtrade Orange 500ml £518.40 N/A 

  
 

 
 

Extract Coffee Contracted Ethically sourced Down to Earth Beans £1,529.88 N/A 

  Ethically sourced Down to earth Decaff £200.79 N/A 

  Ethically sourced Down to earth Brew £494.45 N/A 

  
   

Matthew Algie Contracted Fairtrade Down to Earth Cofee Beans £2,148.39 N/A 

  Fairtrade Down to Earth Decaff £442.47 N/A 

  Fairtrade Down to Earth Brew £649.85 N/A 

  
   

Epona Contracted Fairtrade Certified Hoodie £1,875.34 N/A 

  Fairtrade Certified Zip Up £1,495.28 N/A 

  Fairtrade Certified Black Maggies Top £542.98 N/A 

  Fairtrade Certified Black Staff Top £429.68 N/A 

  
  

 

  Grand Total  £10,608.31  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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Queen Margaret University Procurement Strategy 2020-2025 

5. Compliance with the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 

Statement on the University’s policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and 
services.  

The University’s catering is Fair Trade and this supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and 
ethically traded.  

Where relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take 
account of fair and ethical trading considerations, and will consider equivalent offerings from 
Vendors in its tenders. 
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Robert Gordon University 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “The University does not hold a record of any transactions relating to purchase of fair trade goods because these types of goods are 

purchased through a third party on behalf of the University.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Robert Gordon University Procurement Policy  

2. Statements of Policy, 2.1 Legislation and 
Regulations 

2.1.8 RGU supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant it 
shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account of 
fair and ethical trading considerations, and will consider equivalent offerings from 
Vendors in its tenders. 
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Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £14,134.94 

 

Response to FOI: “Thank-you for your request to the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, and our apologies that your original request was not picked up.  

Please find attached the total annual spend you requested. Please note that this spend only applies to merchandising, as with regards to catering, this 

information is not held as our catering offer is run by a third-party contractor.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Bar One Non-contracted Varsity zoodies £1,739.28 N/A 

  Varsity Jackets £893.72 N/A 

  Varsity zoodies £900.76 N/A 

  Unisex t-shirts £688.78 N/A 

  Unisex heavy t-shirts £648.98 N/A 

  Heavy shopper tote £502.74 N/A 

  Varsity Jackets £728.73 N/A 

  Varsity zoodies £902.12 N/A 

  Varsity zoodies £459.44 N/A 

  Valueweight t-shirts £290.88 N/A 

  Valueweight t-shirts £253.14 N/A 

  Unisex heavy t-shirts £514.40 N/A 

  Unisex heavy t-shirts £546.44 N/A 

  

Softstyle adult ringspun t-shirts, Adult hooded sweatshirts, Heavy 
blend adult full zip hooded sweat 

£1,077.50 N/A 

  Polo shirts £530.21 N/A 

  Valueweight t-shirts £230.46 N/A 

  Classic raglan sweatshirts £1,107.54 N/A 

  Heavy cotton t-shirts, super premium long sleeve T £705.31 N/A 



110 
 

  Heavy shopper tote £929.11 N/A 

  
   

Workwear Express Non-contracted Gildan ultra cotton adult t-shirts £485.40 N/A 

  
  

 

  Grand Total  £14,134.94  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

No data provided.  
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Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC) 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £4,687.02 

 

Response to FOI: “I refer to your email below which has been treated as a request for information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  Our 

response is attached.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Myrtle Coffee Services  
Los Santos Fairtrade Coffee 50 x 60gr 

£643.77 N/A  

  
 

  

Bidfoods  Fairtrade Mars Bar 1026.99 N/A 

  Juiceburst Orange juice 2136.6 N/A 

  Juiceburst Apple juice 879.66 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £4,687.02  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

SRUC Procurement Strategy and Action Plan 

4.6 Ethical Trading SRUC supports the sourcing and use of goods that are ethically and fairly traded. Where relevant 
SRUC shall make use of appropriate standards and labels as benchmarks against which the fair 
and ethical trading practices of its Vendors can be assessed.  

SRUC will always invite and consider equivalent fairly and ethically traded offerings in its tenders. 
It will also consider the whole life cost of its procurements, including the opportunity to donate its 
end-of-life assets to support less favoured areas, both domestically and internationally. SRUC will 
also consider use of contract conditions that provide assurances on fair and ethical practices 
through all tiers of its supply chains. 
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South Lanarkshire College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Our refectory service (Inspire Catering) tries to use Fair Trade products as much as they possibly can and support Fair Trade fortnight each 

year. Unfortunately Inspire Catering do not have a formal policy on this, but would be happy to agree a framework around this with the College. However, all 

the coffee beans used are all Fair Trade accredited.  

The refectory service is outsourced, and the College does not have access to financial information which would answer this query. If you require further 

information you would need to contact the CH & Co Group (Inspire) directly.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

T/a Inspire Catering  
Contracted until June 
2024 

Various including Coffee Beans 
N/A N/A  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  N/A  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

South Lanarkshire College Procurement Strategy  

The procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services 

The College supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded.  

Where directly relevant, it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements 
to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent 
offerings from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without 
necessarily having the specific certification. 
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UHI Inverness College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “UHI Inverness does not hold the information that you have requested.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

UHI Inverness Sustain Supply Chain Code of Conduct  

3 With respect to Ethical Compliance & Economic 
Development Vendors must: 

• As a minimum, comply with all laws, regulations and financial/tax legal requirements of 
the countries they are working in, manufacturing in or trading with, as applicable.  

• Not be involved in any way with acts of corruption or bribery, participate in anti-
competition practices/cartels or support acts of violence or terrorism or abuse of 
individual people or communities.  

• Not force unsustainable or unfair contract terms on their Vendors, or throughout their 
supply chain, nor allow unfair exploitation of a dominant market or customer position.  

• Support fair trade conditions for producers, where applicable.  

• Always act with respect and integrity, including open and transparent accounting.  

• Allow staff protection if reporting misconduct or raising concerns with respect to their 
own, or another organisation, and ensure all affected staff are treated in a fair and 
transparent manner.  

• Have undertaken due diligence of their supply chains and impacts caused by their 
activities, and actively seek out ways in which to minimise such negative impacts. 
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UHI Moray College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Many thanks for your request for information, unfortunately as you intimated our purchase order process does not identify whether a 

product is fair trade or not, and therefore we are unable to provide any specific data.  

With regard to the requirements under section 15 of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, this applies to organisations with a regulated non pay spend 

greater than £5m, so does not apply to Moray College, however as an institution we do use national Framework Agreements which provides us access to fair 

trade goods.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

UHI Moray College Procurement Strategy 

Aim 4: Optimise the sustainable use of our systems 
and processes to enhance the student experience 

k) We will support the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded.  Where directly 
relevant we will make use of appropriate standards and labels in our procurements to take 
account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings from 
Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily having the 
specific certification. 
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UHI Outer Hebrides  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Although we strive to use Fair Trade products where available, we do not keep a record of which items are, or are not, Fair Trade. We are 

therefore unable to fulfil your request for information as we do not hold it.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

UHI Executive Office Procurement Strategy 2016 - 2020 

6 Ensuring compliance with general duties and 
specific measures of the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2014 

6.11 The procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services - The University supports 
the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. 
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UHI Perth College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Due to the limitations of information available and our purchase order requisitioners generally using catalogue codes or descriptions that 

do not include the use of ‘fair trade’ and its variations, we are unable to provide a breakdown on our annual spend on fair trade goods. We did conduct a 

search of the terms on our systems with the report returning zero results.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“As an organisation with spend below £5 million per annum, we do not have the produce a general policy on the procurement of fairly or ethically traded 

goods and services. As good practice however, we do hold documents setting out our overall procurement policy and strategy, these are currently being 

updated to realign with the new college strategy. Please see a link to copies of the existing versions available on the college website below:” 

UHI Perth College Procurement Strategy  

Aim 4: Optimise the sustainable use of our systems, 
processes and resources to provide the best 
possible student experience and outcomes.  

We will support the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where directly relevant 
we will make use of appropriate standards and mutual recognition of labels in our procurements. 
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University of Aberdeen 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023  No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “We are unable to provide this information. Our Finance System does not have a function by which we can search by “Fair” “Trade” 

”Fairtrade”. For the period there are approx. 20,000 Purchase Orders recorded. To interrogate this information to establish which items were Fairtrade 

would take approx. 5 minutes per entry. This would take 1666 hours and at the staff cost of £15 per hour, we calculate this would cost £ 24,990. This is more 

than the £600 excessive cost threshold. We are therefore advising in line with the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act – Section 12 – Excessive Cost that 

we are unable to provide this information.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

University of Aberdeen Fair Trade Policy Statement 2007 

Fairly and ethically traded goods and services  

 

In late 2005 the University of Aberdeen committed itself to the attainment 
of Fairtrade status and set out to meet the five minimum goals set by the 
Fairtrade Foundation. Those goals were:  
 
1. That the Student Association and the University authorities would both 
create a Fairtrade policy incorporating these five goals;  
 
2. That Fairtrade foods would be made available for sale in all campus 
shops and that Fairtrade foods would be used in all cafes/restaurants/bars 
on campus. Where this was not possible, there would be a commitment to 
begin to use Fairtrade foods in these establishments as it became possible 
to do so;  
 
3. That Fairtrade foods (for example coffee and tea) would be served at all 
meetings hosted by the University and the Student Association, and would 
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be served in all University and Aberdeen University Student Association 
(AUSA) management offices;  
 
4. That there was a commitment to campaign for increased Fairtrade 
consumption on campus;  
 
5. That the University would establish a Fairtrade Steering Group. Our 
Fairtrade Policies were established in October 2005 (AUSA) and November 
2005 (University). During 2005/2006 a series of events were held and 
efforts were made to address the five goals.  
 
In April 2007 the University was awarded Fairtrade status having 
successfully implemented all five core goals. In the period since April 2007, 
the University of Aberdeen has maintained the momentum behind its 
Fairtrade campaign and continues to satisfy all five core goals. The 
University remains committed to its Fairtrade campaign and to ensuring 
that its commitment to Fairtrade far exceeds the minimum required to 
attain and retain Fairtrade status. 
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University of Dundee 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £201.48.  

 

Response to FOI: “Thank you for your information request which has been handled under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FoI(S)A). Please 

find the information you have requested below.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Banner Group Ltd (Punch-
Out) Contracted 

Fairtrade Brown Sugar Sachets 
£9.21 N/A  

  Fairtrade Brown Sugar Sticks £4.33 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sugar Sachets  £12.36 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks £37.78 N/A 

     

Coffee Conscience Ltd Contracted Espresso Fairtrade Beans  £137.80 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £201.48  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“In response to your second question, the University’s Procurement Strategy and Action Plan current as at 15 November 2022 and which meets the 

requirements of the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 can be found on its website. This information is consequently exempt from release under section 

25 of FOISA – Information otherwise accessible. 

By way of additional information, the University of Dundee is a member of the Scottish Fairtrade Forum, and it received the Fairtrade University Award from 

SOS [Students Organising for Sustainability]. You can also consult the University’s Procurement Policy which mandates consideration in procurement processes 

of the University’s Environmental and Sustainability Policy Statement which in its turn mandates the adoption of clear and effective sustainable procurement 

policies which include sustainable food and Fairtrade policies.” 

University of Dundee Environmental and Sustainability Policy Statement 
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Procurement We will adopt clear and effective sustainable procurement policies, promoting the circular 
economy and considering all stages of the supply chain and life cycle.  This will include sustainable 
food and Fair Trade policies. 

 

 

University of Glasgow  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “The University has estimated that the cost of responding to your request will exceed the fee limit as set out in the Freedom of Information 

(Fees for Required Disclosure) (Scotland) Regulations 2004. As a result, we are not obliged to provide a response. The fee limit set down by the Regulations is 

£600, and in this instance this equates to staff time capped at a rate of £15 per hour. It is estimated that providing the information requested would exceed 

the prescribed cost limit of £600 as it would require a manual review of approximately 52,752 entries under the category “food products” in our Procurement 

database to establish if that entry was for fair trade goods.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

University of Glasgow Procurement Strategy for Financial Year 22/23  

5.4 Sustainable Procurement Objectives To apply principles of responsible / sustainable procurement across all spend. Integrate Circular 
Economy, Corporate Social Responsibility, Fair Work First, Community benefits, , Supported 
Businesses, Sustainability Code of Conduct, CIPS, Anti-bribery & Corruption, ethical sourcing, 
environmental, climate and circular economy considerations across procurement practices. To 
positively contribute to the University Climate Change targets. 
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University of the Highlands and Islands  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Information not held* The University does not hold information allowing it to identify which purchased products are ‘fair trade’.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“UHI's Procurement Strategy includes a section directly relating to the ‘procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services’:” 

University of the Highlands and Islands Executive Office Procurement Strategy 2016 - 2020 

6.11 The procurement of fairly and ethically traded 
goods and services 

The University supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded.  

Where directly relevant it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements 
to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent 
offerings from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without 
necessarily having the specific certification. 
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University of the West of Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “To retrieve this information would take over the £600 cost limit. The University’s records (including invoices) do not include descriptive 

information that would allow us to easily identify Fairtrade products. Therefore, a manual check of all products and invoices over the time period would have 

to be carried out by a member of staff to try to identify where fairtrade products may have been included in a specific order. We therefore consider the 

information to be exempt from disclosure under Section 12: Excessive cost of compliance.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“The University does not hold a general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, therefore we are unable to answer this 

question.  

The University is committed to purchasing ethically and sell Fairtrade products across our catering range. The TUCO framework we use for our Vendors have 

commitments to sustainability and ethical sourcing: https://www.tuco.ac.uk/procurement/sustainability/Sustainability-PartnersInitiatives”  
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University of St. Andrews  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £172,630.25 

 

Response to FOI: “The Procurement team were consulted on your enquiry and have advised that spend is not recorded in such a way that allows expenditure 

specifically on Fair Trade products across the organisation to be reported on. Whilst it may be possible to determine the position from supporting 

documentation such as order forms, delivery notes, invoices, this would be a complex process. A detailed review of each financial transaction would need to 

be undertaken, matching up data from a variety of sources to identify fair trade goods. In some instances, the level of detail required may not be captured at 

all in our records.  

To carry this exercise out involves a level of intellectual input, data analysis and the creation of new information which is out with the scope of the FOISA. This 

view is consistent with that of the Scottish Information Commissioner in Decision Notice 036/2005 Mr George Munro and Inverclyde Council, when the question 

as to what constitutes the creation of information was considered.  

Section 17 of the FOISA requires that a Scottish public authority confirms in writing where information requested of it is not held and notice is therefore given 

to this effect. 

Alternative information  

We do hold a record of the amount spent by the University on Fairtrade goods for specific units and this information is being provided as an alternative, with 

the caveat that this does reflect all expenditure in this area. It is noted that our financial year runs from 1 August to 31 July. Appendix A provides spend on Fair 

Trade goods in financial year 2022/23 for sale in our retail outlets.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd  JUICEBURST™ Orange Bottle £11,516.80 N/A 

  JUICEBURST™ Apple 330ml £7,581.35 N/A 

  
 

 
 

McLays  Fairtrade Banana £2,969.42 N/A 

  Fairtrade Banana £26,103.15 N/A 
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Nairobi Tea Coffee 
Sugar  Nairobi Fairtrade  Hot Chocolate 

£25,925.29 N/A 

  R3source - Tapaculo - Triple Certified Wholebeans £8,957.01 N/A 

  Fairtrade Colombian Sticks £1,874.93 N/A 

  Fairtrade Decaff Coffee Sticks £2,097.29 N/A 

  R3source - Fairtrade Dolchevita Wholebeans £33,345.36 N/A 

  R3source - Fairtrade Dolchevita Bulk Brew £6,592.47 N/A 

  Splenda Sweetener Sticks £576.82 N/A 

  Sweetbird Sugar Free Caramel Syrup £214.52 N/A 

  Sweetbird Sugar Free Hazelnut Syrup £78.00 N/A 

  Sweetbird Sugar Free Vanilla Syrup £182.04 N/A 

  CTN645 - Organic Infusion Lemon & Ginger Envelopes £704.85 N/A 

  CTN627 – Organic Infusion Lemon & Ginger Envelopes £110.53 N/A 

  CTN136 – F/trade Organic Speciality Earl Grey Env £1,016.62 N/A 

  CTN376 – F/trade Org Speciality English B/fast Env £2,748.42 N/A 

  CTN407 F/trade  Speciality English Breakfast Env £12.55 N/A 

  CTN140 – Fairtrade Everyday Envelopes £903.60 N/A 

  CTN378 - F/trade Org Infusion Chamomile Env £627.54 N/A 

  CTN408 – F/trade Org Infusion Chamomile Env £12.55 N/A 

  CTN535 – F/trade Organic Decaf Everyday Env £363.96 N/A 

  CTN472 - Fairtrade Organic Green Envelopes £1,016.61 N/A 

  CTN411 – Fairtrade Organic Green Envelopes £12.55 N/A 

  CTN377 - Fairtrade Organic Infusion Peppermint Env £803.24 N/A 

  CTN133 - Organic Infusion Wild Berry Envelopes £511.38 N/A 

  CTN544 - Organic Infusion Redbush Envelopes £188.26 N/A 

  Nairobi Cappuccino Topping £15,163.00 N/A 

  Dolchevita Fairtrade Brown Sugar Sticks £800.03 N/A 
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  Dolchevita Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks £962.17 N/A 

  Parula Fairtrade Blend £2,542.62 N/A 

  DECAF ESPRESSO SACHET 100X7G £488.32 N/A 

  
   

Koolkompany Ltd 
t/a Koolskools  

Tote Bags Neutral  N/A 

  Clothing - STRSWEAT-Navy340  N/A 

  Clothing - STDHOOD-NAVY340  N/A 

  Contracted total: £15,627.00  

  
  

 

  
 £172,630.25  

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

University of St. Andrews Sustainable and Ethical Procurement Policy 

4. With respect to Ethical Compliance & Economic 
Development Vendors shall: 

4.1 As a minimum, comply with all laws and regulations of the countries they are working in, 
manufacturing in or trading with, as applicable. 

4.2 Not be involved in any way with acts of corruption or bribery, or support acts of conflict, 
violence or terrorism or abuse of individual people or communities. 

4.3 Not force unsustainable or unfair contract terms on their Vendors, or throughout their 
supply chain, nor allow unfair exploitation of a dominant market or customer position. 

4.4 Support fair trade conditions for producers, where applicable. 

4.5 As a minimum, comply with all financial regulations and taxations of the countries they are 
working in, manufacturing in or trading with, as applicable. 

4.6 Include community benefit delivery in the locality of where the contract is performed  
(including publishing and delivering levels of local training and employment opportunities 
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etc.). 

4.7 Appoint sub-contractors through an open and fair process such as public advertising of such 
opportunities wherever possible. 

4.8 Act at all times with respect and integrity, including open and transparent accounting. 

4.9 Allow staff protection if reporting misconduct or raising concerns with respect to their own, 
or another organisation, and ensure all affected staff are treated in a fair and transparent  
manner. 
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University of Stirling 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “A search of the University’s finance system, Agresso, for the terms “fair” and “trade”, “fairtrade” or “fairly” and “traded” was carried out, 

however, the search produced a nil return for these specific terms.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

University of Stirling Procurement Policies and Procedures 

4. With respect to Ethical Compliance & Economic 
Development Vendors shall: 

4.1 As a minimum, comply with all laws, regulations and financial/tax legal requirements of the 
countries they are working in, manufacturing in or trading with, as applicable. 

4.2 Not be involved in any way with acts of corruption or bribery, participate in anti-competition 
practices/cartels or support acts of violence or terrorism or abuse of individual people or 
communities. 

4.3 Not force unsustainable or unfair contract terms on their Vendors, or throughout their supply 
chain, nor allow unfair exploitation of a dominant market or customer position. 

4.4 Support fair trade conditions for producers, where applicable. 

4.5 Always act with respect and integrity, including open and transparent accounting. 

4.6 Allow staff protection if reporting misconduct or raising concerns with respect to their own, or 
another organisation, and ensure all affected staff are treated in a fair and transparent manner.  

4.7 Have undertaken due diligence of their supply chains and impacts caused by their activities, 
and actively seek out ways in which to minimise such negative impacts. 
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University of Strathclyde 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “The data requested is not recorded by the University. Accordingly, I must advise you under section 17(1)(b) of the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), that the University does not hold the information requested on this subject and is not aware of any other public authority which 

may hold relevant information.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

University of Strathclyde Procurement Strategy and Action Plan 2022 - 2023 

Procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods 
and services 

The University supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where relevant 
it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to take account of fair 
and ethical trading considerations, and will consider equivalent offerings from Vendors in its 
tenders. The University procurement’s “Vendor Code of Conduct” is embedded in tender 
documentation and can be viewed publicly under the Procurement section on the University 
website. 
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West College Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £13,754.42 

 

Response to FOI: “The College is unable to provide information on fairtrade products outside of catering supplies. A review of purchase ledger transactions 

did not show any products being purchased using the terms specified in your email - "fair" and "trade", "fairtrade" or "fairly" and "traded. Over 90% of the 

College catering contracts are managed through TUCO (The University Caterers Organisation) and we approached them for the information and have received 

the following response for the time periods you requested. 

Total Recorded Spend on Fair Trade goods during the period April 1st 2022 to March 31st 2023 was £13,754.42.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Coffee Conscious  N/A   £8,550.38 N/A  

  
 

  

Bidfood N/A   £5,204.04 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £13,754.42  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

West College Scotland Procurement Strategy 2021-2025  Procurement 
Strategy 

2021-2025 

 Ensure that all contracts involving food are aimed at improving the health, wellbeing 
and education of the College community and promote the highest standards of animal 
welfare. The College buys a significant of food directly through a range of catering 
frameworks to achieve a range of benefits. The College approach is to make sure that 
this keeps to government policies on healthy eating and nutrition, promoting fresh, 
seasonal, fairly traded and local produce and to UK buying standards. These standards 
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take account of factors including, production, traceability, authenticity, origin, ethical 
trading, animal welfare, environmental standards and health and waste. 

 

 

West Lothian College 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £5,256.34  

 

Response to FOI: “APUC ltd have advised  that we cannot provide  more detailed linear  information for each item example individual unit prices/qty  as this 

would be in  breach of commercial information for the Framework Agreements so I've provided headline information in line with guidance from APUC Ltd 

which should still meet FOI requirements.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Coffee Conscience 
Ltd 

Contracted: TUCO 
Framework Agreement   FAIRTRADE SUGAR STICKS 

£12.54 
Sold/or used in  

Refectory 

  FAIRTRADE COFFEE £3,391.00  

  FAIRTRADE CHOCOLATE £1,744.80  

  FAIRTRADE TEA £53.25  

   
  

Bidvest  
Contracted: TUCO 
Framework Agreement  

FAIRTRADE CHOCOLATE       £42.92  

  FAIRTRADE  HOT CHOCOLATE          £11.83  

   
  

  Grand Total £5,256.34  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

West Lothian College Procurement Strategy 1 August 2022 – 31 July 2024 
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5. Compliance with the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland ) Act 2014, 5.6. Statement on the 
college’s general policy on the procurement of 
fairly and ethically traded goods and services 

5.6.1. The college supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where 
relevant and possible, it shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its procurements to 
take account of fair and ethical trading considerations as well as considering equivalent offerings 
from Vendors that can demonstrate they can meet the specified criteria without necessarily 
having the specific certification. The college will also encourage use of terms and conditions that 
provide assurances on fair and ethical supply chains. 
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NHS Organisations 
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NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £58.28 

Response to FOI: “Thank-you for your Freedom of Information request, please see the response to your request attached. Please note that these items would 
not be purchased for resale.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Bidfood Non-Contracted Fairtrade Mars Bar  £20.61 No 

  Fairtrade Mars Bar £17.06 No 

  Fairtrade Mars Bar 20.61 No 

     

  Grand Total  £58.28  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“We do not currently have a policy on Fairtrade products. As we do not hold this information it is classed as an exclusion under section 17 (1) of the Freedom 
of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.” 
 
No data provided.  
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NHS Borders 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “NHS Borders does not process any information in relation to fair trade Vendors, nor does it hold the level of detail requested on our 

electronic systems. To extract some of this data would require a manual trawl of every invoice received and the cost of carrying out this work would exceed 

the limit set in the Fees Regulations and therefore under Section 12 of the FOI(S)A we cannot provide.  

Under Section 15 of the FOI(S)A 2002 Duty to provide advice and assistance we can confirm we purchase Fairtrade cocoa powder and other confectionary 

items through National Procurement.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“National Services Scotland National Procurement tender on behalf of NHS Borders, a full community benefits and fair work practice policy is included within 

each framework. All Vendors must submit, if appropriate, a full range of Fairtrade products available to the board.” 
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NHS Dumfries & Galloway 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 
Response to FOI: “NHS Dumfries and Galloway is not able to identify the Health Board’s total annual spend on fair trade goods, all contracts are organised 
for us by National Procurement on our behalf; therefore, this request is refused under section 17 of FOISA.” 
 
No data provided.  
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Response to FOI: “NHS Dumfries and Galloway does not have a general policy on the procurement of fairy and ethically traded goods and services; therefore, 

this request is refused under section 17 of FOISA”  
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NHS Education for Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, I wish to advise that NHS Education for Scotland (NES) does not hold 
the information you describe with regards to our annual spend on fair trade goods across the April 2022 – March 2023 financial year. NES does not currently 
have the facility to capture this information.” 
 
No data provided.  
 
General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“NES’s policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services is outlined in the NES Ethical Procurement Policy. Under Section 25 of the 

Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, I can confirm this information is otherwise accessible. The policy can be found directly on our website.” 

NHS Education for Scotland Procurement Strategy 2021/2024 

Policy on Regulated Procurements (any 
procurement greater than £50k) 

The Procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services: NES is developing an Ethical 
Procurement Policy to clearly state our position and our expectation of our supply base in regard 
to fairly and ethically traded goods and services.  

 

 

 

  



137 
 

NHS Fife 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £5,626.00 

 

Response to FOI: “NHS Fife has completed our search for information held in relation to your request and can provide the following response.” 

 

Supplier (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Matthew Algie N/A 6x1kg AROMA ESPRESSO RFA J25 N/A Items sold through NHS Fife retail units 

  10x500g Tiki Decaf FTORA   

  6x1kg AROMA FILTER BEANS RFA   

  12x220g DECAF Tiki FTORA H55   

  FT Pav Garden Tag Tea 6x100 DPAV600   

  Pav Garden FT Tag Tea 6x100   

  Tiki Decaf Espresso FTORA 10 x 500g   

  Pavilion Earl Grey FT 6x20   

  Pavilion Decaf FT 6x20   

  P/Garden Green FT 6x20   

  P/Garden Peppermint ORG 6x20   

  FT Pav Garden Tag Tea 6x100 DPAV600   

  FT Pav Garden Tag Tea 6x100 DPAV600   

  Pyramid Red Berry 50x2.5g   

  P/Garden Chamomile ORG 6x20   
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  Grand Total  £5,626.00  
 

 

NHS Fife Procurement Strategy 2019-24 

Ethical Procurement NHS Fife understands the importance of ensuring its acts ensure the promotion and maintenance 
of high standards of social, ethical and environmental conduct. We are also committed to ensuring 
that our Vendors and Contractors on our contracts are encouraged to adopt a similar responsible 
approach. NHS Fife’s Ethical Procurement Policy has been developed to take into account the 
Global Compact, a widely adopted United Nations standard for responsible business practice, 
covering human rights, labour rights, the environment and anti-corruption. As a globally 
recognised and universally applicable set of standards, the Ten Principles of the Global Compact 
form the basis of the Vendor Code of Conduct 
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NHS Forth Valley 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

No response recorded by the Scottish Fair Trade Forum. 
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NHS Grampian 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £99,492.77  

Response to FOI: “Please note that we are unable to provide the total value per order or the Vendor name; s.33(1)(b) of the Act refers – Commercial in 

confidence. NHS Grampian has considered the public interest test in reaching this decision.  

All tea, coffee and other beverages for retail sale in our Cafes and Aroma Units are Fair Trade, the commodities for the café areas are on a local contract and 

the commodities for the Aroma units are on a national contract, the spend against these products are as below.  

Whilst 50% of the bananas we buy are fair trade with figures given above, a further 25% are Rain Forest Alliance. A lot of Confectionery seems to be moving 

from Fair Trade to Sustainably sourced cocoa or Rain Forest Alliance as a replacement. 

NHS Grampian is also signed up to the Sustainable Fish Cities pledge.” 

 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Local Contract N/A 
Café Spend 

£15,725.8 N/A 

  
 

  

National Contract N/A Aroma Coffee £52,355.46 N/A 

     

National Fruit and Vegetables 
Contract N/A 

Fair Trade Bannas 
£12,414.55 Yes 

     

National Contract   

Fair Trade Dry Goods including Coffee portions, 
Drinking Chocolate, Tea, Sugars and 
confectionery £18,996.96 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £99,492.77  
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General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Grampian Procurement Plan 2018-23 

Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods 
and Services: 

In implementing its policy of seeking to acquire fairly and ethically traded goods and services NHS 
Grampian shall, where it is relevant and proportionate to do so, consider: 

- Lifecycle costing; 
- Including in each Regulated Contract or framework agreement, conditions relating to the 

performance of the contract to ensure that the Economic Operator complies with 
environmental, social and employment law; and, 

- How NHS Grampian can receive assurances of fair and ethical practices in supply chains 
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NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

Response to FOI: N/A 
 

No data provided.  

 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Procurement Strategy 2022 – 2025 

Ethics and Ethical Trading  GG&C’s procurement service providers will seek to ensure that goods and services 
are bought ethically from supply sources which meet the ethical standards expected. 
To support this an Ethical Procurement policy will be developed and implemented covering: 

• Equality and Diversity: 

• Fairtrade: 

• Serious and Organised Crime 

• Labour Practices 

• Modern Slavery 

• Whistleblowing 

GG&C will implement the Scottish Governments October 2015 Statutory Guidance on 
the Selection of Tenderers and Award of Contracts Addressing Fair Work Practices, including the 
Living Wage 
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NHS Highland  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £2,896.92 

 

Response to FOI: “I regret to inform you that I am not able to supply some of the information you have requested because the information is not held by 

NHS Highland. As per Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 we must formally advise you that NHS Highland does not hold this 

information, in accordance with the Act, this letter represents a Refusal Notice for this particular request.” 

 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Bidfood Contracted  
Confectionery & Fruit Juice 

£1,907.62 N/A  

     

Brakes Non-Contracted Fruit Juice £115.7 N/A 

     

Material Goods Non-Contracted Cotton Denim Aprons £873.6 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £2,896.92  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Highland Procurement Strategy 2022-23 

Sustainable Procurement Procurement will take a lead for NHS Highland in its compliance with the Procurement Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2014 and delivery of the duties contained therein, including the Sustainable 
Procurement Duty. Procurement will, in a relevant and proportionate manner, use this and other 
tools to try and influence the delivery of the board’s wider social, economic and environmental 
benefits across the Highland region. 
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NHS Lanarkshire 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £72.47 

 

Response to FOI: “I regret to advise that, due to the way the spend is recorded, I am unable to identify all spend on fair trade goods in the period requested. 

This is likely because terms such as ‘fair’, ‘trade’ or ‘fair trade’ have not been included within the description field when goods have been ordered. To find this 

information would require a manual check of a significant number of invoices. This information gathering would exceed the charging threshold prescribed in 

the Regulations made by the Scottish Ministers which constitutes a ground of exemption in terms of Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 

Act 2002.  

I can, however, provide the spend that has been identified as ‘fair trade’ goods for the period April 2022 to March 2023, details of which are displayed in the 

table below.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Bidfood Contracted  
Fairtrade Sugar & Chocolate 

£35.58 No 

     

Matthew Algie Contracted Fairtrade Tea £36.89 No 

     

  Grand Total  £72.47  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Lanarkshire Procurement Strategy, 2022 – 2025 

Fair and Ethical Trade  NHS Lanarkshire will ensure that goods, services and works are procured ethically from sources 
which meet the ethical standards expected. When developing procurement strategies and 
methodologies NHS Lanarkshire will consider how it can ensure fair and ethical trade by tackling 
inequalities, eliminating criminal involvement in the supply chains, improving labour standards, and 
sourcing fair trade products. 
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NHS Lothian   
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £1,257.63 

Response to FOI: “I hope the information provided helps with your request.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Bidfood Contracted Chocolate, Fairtrade Mars Bar Wrapped £309.15 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Tea  £100.48 Yes 

  Fruit Juice, Sunmagic Fairtrade Orange Juice £11.54 Yes 

     

Brakes Foodservice Contracted Tate Lyle Fairtrade Pumpkin Coffee Syrup 75ml £8.00 Yes 

     

Matthew Algie and Company Contracted Tea  Decaff Fair Trade or Equivalent 6x20 £31.68 Yes 

  Tea, Fair Trade or Equivalent 6x100 £329.33 Yes 

     

Tchibo                          
Non-Contracted Brown sugar sticks Fairtrade £26.64 

Yes 

 
 Chocolate Fairtrade Sachets £107.43 

Yes 

 
 Tea Envelope English Breakfast Fairtraide £333.38 

Yes 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £1,257.63  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Lothian Procurement Strategy 2023 - 2028 

Fair and Ethical Procurement NHS Lothian understands the importance of ensuring its acts ensure the promotion and 
maintenance of high standards of social, ethical, and environmental conduct. We are also 
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committed to ensuring that our suppliers and contractors on our contracts are encouraged to 
adopt a similar responsible approach.  

NHS Lothian’s Ethical Procurement Policy has been developed to consider the Global Compact, a 
widely adopted United Nations standard for responsible business practice, covering human rights, 
labour rights, the environment and anti-corruption. As a globally recognised and universally 
applicable set of standards, the Ten Principles of the Global Compact form the basis of the Supplier 
Code of Conduct. The ten principles are: 

Human Rights  

• Principle 1: Businesses should support and respect the protection of internationally 
proclaimed human rights; and  

• Principle 2: make sure that they are not complicit in human rights abuses  

Labour Standards  

• Principle 3: Businesses should uphold the freedom of association and the effective 
recognition of the right to collective bargaining  

• Principle 4: the elimination of all forms of forced and compulsory labour  

• Principle 5: the effective abolition of child labour; and  

• Principle 6: the elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation  

Environment  

• Principle 7: Businesses should support a precautionary approach to environmental 
challenges  

• Principle 8: undertake initiatives to promote greater environmental responsibility; and 

• Principle 9: encourage the development and diffusion of environmentally friendly 
technologies  

Anti-Corruption 

• Principle 10: Businesses should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion 
and bribery 
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NHS National Services Scotland  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £760,439.00 

 

Response to FOI: “I can advise you that we have now completed the search of our records and can provide you with the following information:  

Please find attached Appendix 1 – Fairtrade foods purchased, which details the information you requested. Please note that all products listed in this 

appendix are defined as ‘’Fairtrade’’.  

Under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Scotland Act, 2002 (FOISA) an organisation does not have to provide the requested information if it does not 

hold that information. NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) does not hold any information in relation to purchases intended for resale as this could be for 

staff, visitors and/or patients and we do not hold this level of data. 

*Please note: All products listed below fall into the category of ''FairTrade''. We are unable to comment on what items were purchased for resale as this 

would be for patients, staff and visitors and no record is kept of this. We have also provided 2 financial years for the bananas and Mathew Algie products 

purchased to cover the time period you have requested.” 

Supplier (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Total Produce 
T/A Mark 
Murphy Contracted Bananas Jan 2022 – Dec 2022 £17,668.00 N/A 

  Bananas Jan 2023 – Oct 2023 £12,342.00 N/A 

     

George 
Andersons and 
Sons Contracted Bananas Jan 2022 – Dec 2022 £31,324.00 N/A 

  Bananas Jan 2023 – Oct 2023 £26,699.00 N/A 

    N/A 

Failte Produce Contracted Bananas Jan 2022 – Dec 2022 £11,036.00 N/A 

  Bananas Jan 2023 – Oct 2023 £0.00 N/A 
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Premier Produce 
(Scotland) Contracted Bananas Jan 2022 – Dec 2022 £33,429.00 N/A 

  Bananas Jan 2023 – Oct 2023 £20,967.00 N/A 

    N/A 

Bidfood Contracted Sugar April 2022 – March 2023 £175,864.00 N/A 

  Teabags April 2022 – March 2023 £3,366.00 N/A 

  Confectionery April 2022 – March 2023 £39,788.00 N/A 

  Drinking Chocolate April 2022 – March 2023 £3,156.00 N/A 

     

Brakes (Scotland) Contracted 
Drinking Chocolate April 2023 – September 
2023 £5,127.00 N/A 

  Teabags April 2023 – September 2023 £1,564.00 N/A 

  Coffee April 2023 – September 2023 £38,454.00 N/A 

  Confectionery April 2023 – September 2023 £13,057.00 N/A 

  Orange juice April 2023 – September 2023 £211.00 N/A 

  Sugar April 2023 – September 2023 £24,001.00 N/A 

  Treacle April 2023 – September 2023 £296.00 N/A 

     

Mathew Algie Contracted Coffee January 2022 – December 2022 £152,455.00 N/A 

  Coffee January 2023 – September 2023 £9,193.00 N/A 

  Tea January 2022 – December 2022 £123,856.00 N/A 

  Tea January 2023 – September 2023 £16,586.00 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £760,439.00  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 
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“With regards to our policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, all frameworks are done in line with the Procurement Reform 

(Scotland) Act 2014 utilising the procurement journey and application of the relevant sustainability tools to develop specific and required criteria.” 

NHS National Services Scotland Procurement Strategy 2020 to 2025 

Fair & Ethical Trading NHS NSS Procurement has started to include conditions relating to compliance with environmental, 
social and employment law within its contracts. We will work closely with our sector Centre of 
Excellence, colleagues in Scottish Government and across the wider public sector to understand and 
implement latest practice approaches to assuring our supply chains operate to the highest ethical 
standards. 
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NHS Orkney 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “This information is not held centrally or in a fashion that would allow us to easily provide it. This type of information would be recorded in 

individual invoices. To collate this information would be out with the cost of compliance as this would exceed the £600 prescribed limit set in regulation 5 of 

the Freedom of Information (Fees for Required Disclosure) (Scotland) Regulations 2004. Therefore, NHS Orkney is not obliged under section 12(1) of the 

Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 to comply with your Request." 

 

 General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Orkney Procurement Strategy 2020-2025 

6 Mandatory Obligations, 6.1.11 Embedding Fair and 
Ethical Trading 

NHS Orkney will consider the relevant and proportionate application of fair and ethical trading. 
Criteria will include questions designed to establish any breaches of environmental, social and 
employment law on the part of the supplier, details of any breach which has occurred and any 
subsequent measures the bidder has taken to “Self-Cleanse” and demonstrate reliability in this area.  

As many of the goods and services that are used in Orkney are call offs from contracts and 
Frameworks procured by the National Procurement Centre for Expertise, these measures have been 
adopted into their contracting process already. 
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NHS Shetland 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “In accordance with FOISA s 17(1), NHS Shetland confirms that it does not hold the information requested. NHS Shetland does not record 

“Fair Trade” status so does not hold information on cost of fair trade.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Shetland Procurement Strategy 2020 – 2025 

6.1.11 Embedding Fair and Ethical Trading NHS Shetland will consider the relevant and proportionate application of fair and ethical trading. 
Criteria will include questions designed to establish any breaches of environmental, social and 
employment law on the part of the supplier, details of any breach which has occurred and any 
subsequent measures the bidder has taken to “Self-Cleanse” and demonstrate reliability in this 
area. As many of the goods and services that are used in Shetland are call offs from contracts and 
Frameworks procured by the National Procurement Centre for Expertise, these measures have 
been adopted into their contracting process already. 
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NHS State Hospitals Board for Scotland 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “The State Hospital does not record purchases of Fairtrade products, at the moment. We give notice under Section 17 of FOISA that we do 

not hold the information requested.” 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

The State Hospitals Board for Scotland Procurement Policy for Tendering and Contracting 

5. Tendering Process 5.3 A micro / small / medium sized enterprise employs fewer than 250 people. Procurement has a 
strong role to play in Community Wealth Building, especially in relation to the way in which we 
treat our suppliers and in the way suppliers treat their sub- contractors; labour conditions along 
the supply chain; support for SME’s and local production; fair trade; and selection of 
environmentally friendly products and services. 
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NHS Tayside 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £18,597.76 

Response to FOI: “Please see data on NHS Tayside’s total annual spend on fair trade goods across April 2022 – March 2023 financial year in the attached 

spreadsheet.  

All items in the spreadsheet are available for resale.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value Purchased for Resale 

Coffee Conscience Ltd N/A Clipper Fair trade Decaff 1x1BX, Non Medical £19.08 Yes 

  Clipper Fairftade Breakfast Tea,Non Medical £252.75 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Blackcurrant ACAI Berry T 1 X 25, Non Medical £5.06 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Camomile 1 x 25, Non Medical £10.6 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Green Tea 1 x 25, Non Medical £23.32 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Lemon Ginger 1 x 25, Non Medical £17.71 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Love Me Truly Chai Tea 1 x 20, Non Medical £4.12 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Peppermint 1 x25, Non Medical £31.81 Yes 

  Clipper Fairtrade Red Fruits Aronia Berry 1 x 25, Non Medical £5.06 Yes 

  Clipper Fiartrade Earl Grey 1 x 25, Non Medical £31.8 Yes 

  Clipper Fiartrade English Breakfast 1 x 25, Non Medical £10.6 Yes 

  Coco Fairtrade Chocolate Sol 10 x 1kg, Non Medical £4739.22 Yes 

  Coco Fairtrade Green Label Espresso Bean 12 x 1kg, Non Medical £9103.65 Yes 

  COCO FAIRTRADE JAVA ESPRESSO BEAN 20 x 250g S/L KRAFT, 
Non Medical 

£73.08 Yes 
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  Coco Fairtrade Sugar Sachets White 1 x 1000 (Commerical Use 
Only), Non Medical 

£5.78 Yes 

  Coco Frtrade Green Label 45x175g 5lt Bulk Brew, Non Medical £950.04 Yes 

     

Bidfood Foodservice N/A Chocolate, Fairtrade Mars Bar Wrapped £3256.38 Yes 

  Fruit Juice, Sunmagic Fairtrade Orange Juice £57.7 Yes 

 

  Grand Total  £18,597.76  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NHS Tayside Procurement Strategy 2023 - 2028 

Fair and Ethical Procurement NHS Tayside understands the importance of ensuring its acts ensure the promotion and 
maintenance of high standards of social, ethical, and environmental conduct. We are also 
committed to ensuring that our suppliers and contractors on our contracts are encouraged to 
adopt a similar responsible approach.  

NHS Tayside’s Ethical Procurement Policy has been developed to consider the Global Compact, a 
widely adopted United Nations standard for responsible business practice, covering human rights, 
labour rights, the environment and anti-corruption. As a globally recognised and universally 
applicable set of standards, the Ten Principles of the Global Compact form the basis of the Supplier 
Code of Conduct. The ten principles are:  

Human Rights  

• Principle 1: Businesses should support and respect the protection of internationally 
proclaimed human rights; and  

• Principle 2: make sure that they are not complicit in human rights abuses  

Labour Standards  
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• Principle 3: Businesses should uphold the freedom of association and the effective 
recognition of the right to collective bargaining  

• Principle 4: the elimination of all forms of forced and compulsory labour  

• Principle 5: the effective abolition of child labour; and  

• Principle 6: the elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation 
Environment  

• Principle 7: Businesses should support a precautionary approach to environmental 
challenges  

• Principle 8: undertake initiatives to promote greater environmental responsibility; and 

• Principle 9: encourage the development and diffusion of environmentally friendly 
technologies  

Anti-Corruption  

• Principle 10: Businesses should work against corruption in all its forms, including extortion 
and bribery 
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NHS Western Isles  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

Response to FOI: “NHS Western Isles are unable to respond to this as we have no way of highlighting Fairtrade Goods from the annual spend.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

No updated data provided.  
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Other Organisations 
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Audit Scotland 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £39.42 

 

Response to FOI: “In the period April 2022 to March 2023 Audit Scotland purchased from Coffee Supplies Direct, 3 boxes of Tait & Lyle Fairtrade sugar sachets 

costing £10.95 each. The total including VAT was £39.42.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Coffee Supplies Direct N/A 
Tait & Lyle Fairtrade sugar sachets x3 boxes 

£39.42 N/A  

     

  Grand Total  £39.42  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

No data provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



159 
 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “CMAL has no contracts that include Fair Trade goods or services.  There may have been some low value purchases made by others within 

the organisation (e.g., food/drink products, PPE clothing, etc.), however, the information has not been recorded as such.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“CMAL has no general policy on the procurement of Fair-Trade goods and services. 

No data provided.  
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CalMac Ferries Limited 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided. 

 

Response to FOI: “I can confirm that we can provide some of the information you have requested. We do not hold recorded information which would answer 

your first question, as our systems do not track whether goods are labelled as “fair trade,” or any variation thereof, so we would be unable to extract any 

relevant data.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

CalMac Ferries Limited Procurement Strategy 2023-2026 

4.3.5 Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services DML is committed to including fair and ethical procurement requirements, which promote 
fairness, dignity, and the rights of workers and producers in international trading.  

DML’s approach to Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services procured is as follows:  

• DML utilises the Sustainable Procurement tools to help identify commodities for which 
Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services are relevant considerations, by virtue of 
their nature, scope, size and location of contract performance. This will inform 
Procurement Strategies and the appropriate balance between Price, Quality and 
Sustainability. This will be supported by relevant market engagement to determine current 
practices regarding relevant outcomes.  

• Procurement requirements will at all times be relevant and proportionate according to the 
subject matter of the contract while ensuring equal and non-discriminatory treatment of 
suppliers.  

• Procurement requirements relating to Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services will 
focus on obtaining evidence of a systematic approach to fairness, dignity and workers’ 
rights and where practicable continual improvement. This may include acceptance of 
labels certifying that Goods meet relevant social characteristics, as well as equivalent 
evidence of meeting these.  
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• DML will ensure the capability of purchasers to ensure that procurement requirements 
relating to Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services are applied in a relevant, 
proportionate and legally compliant manner. 
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Crown Office & Procurator Fiscal Service 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £115,048 

 

Response to FOI: “Please see below table.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Lyreco Contracted 

Stationary and General Office 
supplies £23.09 (fair trade) 

£103,850.36 (green) N/A  

     

Really Delicious Catering Non-contracted 
Catering for events i.e. training 

£590 (Fair trade / local 
produce) N/A 

     

Servest Contracted 
Facilities Management 

£10,584.55 (supported 
business) N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £115,048  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Crown Office & Procurator Fiscal Service Corporate Procurement Strategy 1 April 2021 - 31 March 2024 

Our policy on the procurement of fairly and 
ethically traded goods and services 

Where fairly traded goods and services are available to meet our requirements we will consider 
how best to promote them.  

Our qualification and selection procedures for regulated procurement will include an assessment 
of the suitability of bidders to be awarded the contract.  

Our standard terms and conditions will contain a provision which enables us to terminate a 
contract if the contractor or sub-contractor fails to comply with legal obligations in the fields of 
environmental, social or employment law when performing that contract. 
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Education Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Education Scotland does not have a business need to procure foodstuffs. However, if required, catering for business sandwich lunches and 

tea and coffee are purchased. Unfortunately, the catering invoices do not distinguish between which elements are fairly traded and which are not and so it is 

not possible to put a value on the level of fairly traded goods.  

While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance we are unable to do so as Education Scotland does not record the information in 

the manner it has been requested. This is a formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that Education Scotland does not have the information as you have 

requested.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Education Scotland Procurement Strategy 2023-2024  

Procurement and fairly and ethically traded goods 
and services 

What we will do:  

We do not have a business need to procure foodstuffs. However, we will support the aims and 
objectives of Fairtrade goods for any requirement for business sandwich lunches and teas/coffees 
for internal use if they meet the business requirements. Education Scotland’s preference will be to 
express a need for locally sourced, organic, and free range in the foods supplied. We will also 
express a preference for fair trade teas and coffees.  

We will procure goods and services to the highest ethical standards, and we will act fairly and 
impartially in our dealings with Vendors. Our policy is to use the exclusion criteria in the single 
procurement document for our procurement activity and we will advise bidders that they may be 
excluded from the competition if they are in any of the situations referred to in regulation 58 of 
the Public Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2015 or in regulation 8 and 9 of the Procurement 
(Scotland) Regulations 2016.  
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How we will demonstrate this:  

We will record any instances where we have excluded bidders from a competition on ethical 
grounds and we will report this in the Annual Procurement Report. 

 

 

General Teaching Council for Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “My colleagues from our finance department have confirmed the GTC Scotland has not purchased any Fair Trade goods throughout the April 

2022-March 2023 financial year.  Therefore, I apply Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act exemption S17 – Information not held to point 1 of your request.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

GTC Scotland Procurement Policy   

5 Specifying goods and services A specification should be written in plain English, and should encourage Vendors to: 

• Diversify from the specification and offer alternatives as well as the specified product and 
innovation 

• Use (if sub-contracting) small and medium-sized enterprises and companies that are 
classed as supported business and factories (these are companies that have more than 
50% of disabled employees) 

• Use sustainable materials in their production and to act responsibly in disposing of their 
waste 

• Specify Fair and Ethically Traded Products, if applicable 
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Glasgow Life  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Culture & Sport Glasgow (trading as Glasgow Life) is treating your request as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002.  

Please note that, on inspecting our records, it would appear that Glasgow Life does not hold some of the information which you have requested. Neither does 

anyone else hold it on our behalf. By way of explanation, while there will be fair trade products procured by Glasgow Life, we do not categorize fair trade 

goods in our financial spend. Accordingly, we are unable to comply with this aspect of your request in terms of section 17(1)(b) of the Act.  

Regarding our general policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services, please see the attached copy of Glasgow Life’s Procurement 

Strategy 2022-25 which sets out the vision, objectives and actions which provide direction and govern procurement for Glasgow Life.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Glasgow Life Procurement Strategy 2022-25   

A statement on Glasgow Life’s general policy on the 
procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods 
and services 

• Glasgow Life supports the sourcing of goods that are fairly and ethically traded. Where 
relevant, Glasgow Life shall make use of appropriate standards and labels in its 
procurements to take account of fair and ethical trading considerations, and will consider 
equivalent offerings from suppliers in its tenders.  

• Glasgow Life will ensure that procurement requirements relating to Fairly and Ethically 
Traded Goods and Services are applied in a relevant, proportionate and legally compliant 
manner 
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Highlands & Islands Enterprise 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “We can confirm that we are unable to provide such information from our records, therefore, in accordance with section 17 of FOISA, the 

information in the format requested is not held by HIE.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

HIE Procurement Strategy 2018-2022 

Fairly And Ethically Traded Goods and Services To ensure proportionate application of ethical trading standards by our Vendors we will ensure we 
consider the use of lifecycle costing where this is relevant and proportionate to do so.  

We will complete a Sustainability Test (Scottish Government sustainability tool) before 
undertaking any relevant Regulated tender process. The purpose of this is to identify any 
environmental or socio-economic impacts that may exist relating to a specific product or service. 
This exercise may identify opportunities to incorporate Fair Work Practices to the tender process 
or it may identify risks to fair and ethical work practices in the supply chain which we can then 
consider in the tender documentation.  

We will incorporate terms and conditions to ensure Vendors comply with relevant environmental, 
social and employment law. Our goal is to ensure goods and services are traded fairly and 
ethically and the supply chain is treated fairly and ethically.  

We may request a label certifying that the goods, works, or services being procured meet specific 
environmental, social, or other characteristics which are directly relevant to the contract. Any 
label would align with relevant established and recognised standards. 
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Historic Environment Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance Historic Environment Scotland does not have the information 

you have requested as we do not explicitly record our spend on fair trade goods. Having looked through our annual accounts for 2022-23 there were also no 

examples where requisitions including terms such as “fair” and “trade”, “fairtrade” or “fairly” and “traded” were for fair trade goods.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Historic Environment Scotland Procurement Strategy  

Fairly & Ethically Traded Goods HES will support the Fair-Trade initiative as it reflects our commitment to sustainable development 
and offers the prospect of marginalised producers across the world receive fairer deals for their 
produce. We will, to the extent permitted by procurement legislation, account for Fair Trade and 
similar initiatives in relevant procurement activity. For example, the procurement of timber 
products will be sourced following the Scottish Government Timber Procurement Policy. 

 

 

 

 

  



168 
 

Loch Lomond Trossachs 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “All financial expenditure is recorded by purchase order. The description on the purchase order, rather than invoice descriptions are 

recorded in our systems. Searches of all Vendor payments for the financial year April 2022 – March 2023 have found no record of the requested terms.  

Accordingly, we have to advise you under section 17(1)(b) of the Act, that this information is not held. We would like to clarify that this does not necessarily 

mean that there have been no goods, services or works procured by the Park Authority which could be categorised as fair trade, our records do not include 

the use of this category of information.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority Procurement Strategy  

Legal Obligations Procurement is a legislated process, and any procurement activity should comply with  
European Directives, World Trade Organisation Government Procurement Agreement and  
Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014 (PRSA) and any procurement activity should also  
consider the following: 

• Fair Trade 
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National Galleries of Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “In response to your request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, I can confirm that some of the information you require 

is exempt from disclosure as it is already publicly accessible (s25(1)) and we do not hold the rest of the information that you require. 

However, as there is currently no obligation on us to track spend on ‘Fair Trade’ products or Vendors, we do not record this information. Therefore, this 

information is not held for the purposes of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

National Galleries Scotland Procurement Policy July 2019 

3.2 Sustainable Procurement  We will procure fairly and ethically traded goods and services in accordance with current 
legislation. If a procurement procedure includes the provision of food, we will pursue the highest 
standards of animal welfare and promote health, wellbeing and locally grown and sourced 
produce supply chains. 
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National Library of Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £1,142.28 

 

Response to FOI: “The information we hold in response to the first part of your request is included in the attached file ‘FOI 2023-2024 3006 data’.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Quirky Chocolate 
(Edinburgh) Non-contracted  

Collaboration Milk Chocolate- National Library 
Branded Collaboration Dark Chocolate National 
Library Branded 

 N/A 

  Whisky dark chocolate  N/A 

  Dundee Cake milk chocolate  N/A 

  Salted Caramel Milk chocolate  N/A 

  

What's fir ye Eat Haggis chocolate- Salted 
Caramel  N/A 

  

Here's to the Heath Eat Haggis chocolate- Salted 
Caramel  N/A 

  

May Ye for'er be happy Eat Haggis chocolate- 
Dark Whisky  N/A 

  

May Yer joys be deep Eat Haggis chocolate- 
Salted caramel  N/A 

  Non-contracted total: £264.90  

  
 

  

Earth Squared (North 
Berwick) Non-contracted  

Cotton Wraps WP21AUB 
 N/A 

  Cotton Wraps CHOBLU  N/A 

  Cotton Wraps CHOFUS  N/A 
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  Botanicals Velvet Scarf Blush  N/A 

  Botanicals Velvet Scarf Green  N/A 

  Botanicals Velvet Scarf Grey  N/A 

  Botanicals Velvet Backpack Grey  N/A 

  Botanicals Velvet Backpack Geen  N/A 

  Botanicals Velvet Backpack Blush  N/A 

  Non-contracted total: £437.46  

  
 

  

St. Nicholas Ltd 
(London) Non-contracted  

Mary Queen of Scots felt hanging figures 
 N/A 

  

Sherlock Holmes felt hanging figures 
 N/A 

  Robert Burns felt hanging figures  N/A 

  MacBeth felt hanging figures  N/A 

  Non-contracted total: £439.92  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £1,142.28  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

National Library of Scotland Procurement Plan - Period October 2021 – October 2023 

4.4 Sustainability As a minimum in its regulated procurement processes the Library will promote compliance 
from contractors and sub-contractors with: 

• The Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and any provisions under that Act. 

• The procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services. 
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National Museums Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “National Museums Scotland has a separate trading entity, National Museums Scotland Enterprises Ltd, which facilitates the commercial 

activities of National Museums Scotland (e.g. cafes, shops etc). NMSE Ltd do not specify, describe or classify products in any way as fair trade within the 

inventory database. They use a large number of Vendors, some of whom will claim to be ‘fair trade’/’ethical’ or perhaps distribute some fair trade products 

within their catalogues or use some ‘fair’ or ‘ethical’ trade elements in the manufacture of their goods - but this is not tracked or recorded.  Therefore (in 

accordance with Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act), I can confirm that we do not hold the information you request above.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“National Museums Scotland’s separate trading entity NMSE Ltd is not subject to the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014. NMSE Ltd does have a 

general purchasing policy, but it is not affected by this legislation.” 

 

No data provided.  
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National Records of Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £677,967.84 

 

Response to FOI: “NRS purchases mostly services. Our aim is to provide information whenever possible and I have included the information NRS records on 

the procurement of fair trade goods for the 2022-23financial year. I have assumed you are asking about goods purchases with fair and ethical trading 

considerations and not goods certified by the Fairtrade Foundation (i.e. food).  

Our policy is to procure goods and services through Scottish Government or Crown Commercial Services collaborative framework contracts where the 

requirements for the goods or services being procured can be fully met by using a framework contract. Only where the requirements cannot be fully and 

practically met through a live collaborative framework contract will the contract then be advertised and tendered through Public Contracts Scotland (PCS). 

The majority of any goods requirements are procured as call off contracts through a collaborative framework.  

The Scottish Government offer a number of collaborative frameworks for public sector organisations to procure goods and the associated services through. 

These particular frameworks, listed below, have fair and ethical trading considerations included in the requirements, in line with section 15(5)(b)(v) of the 

Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, ensuring all goods supplied under the framework are produced in accordance with all International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) conventions that have been ratified by the country of their origin, in particular, labour standards, working conditions and the use of child 

labour.  

The NRS spend information on fair trade goods (and any associated services) for 2022-23 financial year is detailed in the table below:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Web Based and Proprietary 
Devices Framework N/A 

XMA Ltd 
£595,821.58 N/A  

  
 

  

Office Equipment Framework 
(MFD’s) N/A 

Capital Document Solutions 
£4,324.75 N/A 

     

Technology Peripherals and 
Infrastructure N/A 

Computacenter 
£77,821.51 N/A 
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  Grand Total  £677,967.84  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Full details on what can be purchased through each of the Scottish Government collaborative frameworks listed above can be found on Public Contracts 

Scotland https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/Search/Search_Auth.aspx under “search buyer” Scottish Government.  

Although you did not ask about fair work it is worth noting that NRS is accredited by the Poverty Alliance as a Scottish Living Wage employer. This officially 

recognises our on-going commitment to paying our staff, and our contracted staff, at least the Scottish Living Wage. The Scottish Living Wage is the amount 

a person should receive to cover their basic costs of living in the UK and is reviewed annually. We encourage others to be a Scottish Living Wage Accredited 

Employer and include details promoting this in our tender documents for regulated procurements.” 

National Records of Scotland Procurement Strategy 2020-2023 

8. Procurement Performance and Action Plan Central to a strategic approach to procurement are the numerous specific activities, policies and 
procedures (driven mostly by the Scottish Public Procurement Regulations) to be carried out over 
the life cycle of the contract to ensure expected contract outcomes are successfully delivered.  

These include: 

• Considering Sustainability (including fair trade and work practices, community benefits, 
SME participation and engagement with supported businesses) 
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Registers of Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Registers of Scotland have not ordered any fair trade goods directly within the stated time periods.  

We do however promote this down through our supply chains where appropriate. Fair trade statements are included in our invitations to tender. Below is an 

example from our catering contract that is currently out to tender. 

RoS seeks to support the following in food procurement: 

• Farm Assurance including schemes such as Red Tractor, and RSPCA Freedom Food, LEAF marque. 

• Fairtrade, ethically traded and triple accredited schemes, specifically in relation to tea, coffee, and chocolate. 

• Fish from sustainable sources, as approved by MSC and/or approved fish farm producers.  

• Poultry - to Grade “A” quality standard, UK as a minimum. 

• Eggs, or products containing eggs – UK Lion Quality ‘CLASS A’ or equivalent. Fresh eggs must be from free range hens.  

• Beef and lamb – Product from Scotland, any other UK or EU country. Originating from a Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) scheme or higher 

which contains annual, independent farm and processor scheme inspections accredited to ISO/IEC 17065 Standards.  

• Pork, bacon, and gammon - Product from Scotland, any other UK or EU country. Originating from a national or regional quality scheme recognised by 

the EU containing annual, independent farm and processor scheme inspections accredited to ISO/IEC 17065 standards.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Attached is our Vendors fair trade policy.” 

Registers of Scotland Procurement Strategy 2022-2025 

5. RoS Procurement Vision The 2025 Procurement Vision is to:  

Use our combined strengths as a high performing procurement team to take forward Procurement 
with purpose to deliver positive outcomes on: Sustainable Economic Growth, Community Wealth 
Building, Equalities, Fair Work, and the Environment.  
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Typical sustainable procurement practices include compliance with environmental laws and 
targets, the removal of hazardous materials and waste in the supply chain and the thorough 
vetting of Vendors for fair labour practices.  

Sustainable procurement and sourcing should genuinely improve the organisation’s business and 
future-proof its long-term objectives.  

RoS evaluates Vendors on their commitments to diversity, equalities, fair work, and the 
environment ensuring that Tier 1 Vendors contribute to the National Performance Framework 
Outcomes. 

WSH Fair Trade Policy  WSH work with our Vendors and clients to meet the demands of customers for fairly traded 
products. Many of our locations participate in the Food for Life Catering Mark scheme which 
requires ethically traded products to be available.  

We recognise the Ethical Trading Initiative and its aims to improve the pay and working conditions 
of employees on farms and in factories around the world. Baxter Storey is registered with The 
Fairtrade Foundation as a Vendor of Fair Trade goods.  

To enable our clients to be offered the widest available choice of imported products we include in 
many categories, Vendors who are able to supply Fair Trade Products by having signed up to the 
Fair Trade Mark and the Rainforest Alliance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



177 
 

Scottish Courts & Tribunals Service 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £964.60 

 

Response to FOI: “Please see below table below which provides details of the Vendors and products we have identified as Fair Trade covering the periods.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Vegware Ltd N/A 
FAIRTRADE BROWN SUGAR STICKS 1 x 1000 SACHETS 

£28.02 N/A 

  
 

  

MARS Limited N/A 
FAIRTRADE MARS BAR WRAPPED 21X48 BARS X51G  

£833.39 N/A 

  
 

  

Tate & Lyle 
Europe  N/A 

T&L FAIRTRADE WHITE STICKS 1 x 2000 SACHETS 
£15.22 N/A 

  
 

  

Lyreco N/A 
FAIRTRADE HOT CHOCOLATE SACHETS 3 x 100 SACHETS 

£87.97 N/A 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £964.60  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Scottish Courts & Tribunals Service Procurement Strategy 2021 to 2024 

3.0 Strategy Context Environment, Social and Governance (ESG): 

We will promote and support all environmental, social and governance issues to ensure that we 
reduce risks to the business and also support equality and diversity, fair work practices, Priority 
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Groups such as disabled or disadvantaged as specified in EU Directive 2014/24/EU, and the 
Scottish Government climate emergency targets and goals. 
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Scottish Enterprise 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £802.13 

Response to FOI: “Our annual spend on fair trade goods from April 2022 – March 2023 was:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Tchibo Contracted  

Fairtrade Pavillion Tea bags Tag and Envelope 6 
x 20 

£141.78 N/A  

  

Fairtrade Pavillion Decaf Tea bags Tag and 
envelope 6 x 20 £340.47 N/A 

  Fairtrade Pavillion Packet Tea Bags 3 x 440 £182.16 N/A 

  Fairtrade White Sugar Sticks x 1000 £137.72 N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £802.13  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Our procurement strategy is available to view online via this link: Procurement Strategy (scottish-enterprise.com) As guidance, page 8 of this document 

outlines our approach to the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services.  

In addition, looking at our current catering tender specifically, there is a requirement that ‘The goods provided should be ethically and sustainably sourced 

and procured from Vendors with Fair Trade, Rainforest Alliance or equivalent accreditation. Use of locally Scottish sourced products is also encouraged’.” 

Scottish Enterprise Procurement Strategy 2022/23 

Our response to climate change We seek to reduce consumption of paper, energy, water and generation of waste where possible 
by recycling and the use or reallocation of goods and materials, and consider the use of fair trade 
products, or equivalent, wherever possible. Within our tenders we are increasingly encouraging 
the use of technology to minimise travel and its associated emissions. 
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Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 
 

Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “SEPA had no spend on Fairtrade goods in financial year 2022/2023. This was predominately due to very limited spend in Fairtrade product 

areas as our offices are still operating at a reduced capacity after the Covid-19 pandemic.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

SEPA Procurement Operating Plan 2021-24 December 2021 

Aim 1: Supporting the development of a 
regenerative organisation 

We will deliver this through: 

• Assessing the impact of our procured goods, works and services. 

• Supporting effective decision making to drive down direct GHG emissions. 

• Avoiding compromise with other key objectives including Fair Work First and contracting 
with Supported Businesses. 
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Scottish Fire and Rescue   
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

No response recorded by the Scottish Fair Trade Forum.  
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Scottish Funding Council  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £149.39 

 

Response to FOI: “Our response to your request.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Tesco  Non-contracted  
Tetley Tea bags  

£52.70 No  

  Pukka Tea bags  £22.00 No 

     

Pentland Format Non-contracted  Fairtrade white sugar stick £16.65 No 

  Pukka / Tetley/ PG Teabags £58.04 No 

     

  Grand Total  £149.39  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“We do not have a policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services.” 

 

No data provided.  
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Scottish Natural Heritage (NatureScot)  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “We have carried out detailed searches of within our corporate financial system. The searches undertaken on that system rely on what 

information is recorded there by staff when adding the information to the system.  

We undertook searches using the description field, and using fair, ethical, fair trade, fairly, traded and trade, as the key terms, to search for goods/services 

that were procured during 2022-2023. Unfortunately we have been unable to identify any information that could meet this part of your request, this means 

we have to apply the following exemption from FOISA, Section 17(1) – Information not held, for this part of your request.  

We may hold further details on individual invoices, but the only way for us to determine that and provide any further relevant information, would be to carry 

out a manual search and review of all the invoices. It would take an excessive amount of staff time to do this and the scale of the task is too big for us to be 

able to deal with. It would not be in the public interest for NatureScot to divert such a significant amount of our staff time to this work as it would impede our 

ability to carry out our other statutory duties.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

NatureScot Sustainable Procurement - Statement of Policy and Practice 

 
Introduction – What are we talking about? We all need to think about our choices and NatureScot’s priorities when we want to buy 

something: 

• Does it help us deliver community, fairtrade, ethical, seasonal (etc.) benefits? 

We need to know the answers to such questions and prepare thoroughly for any project design, 
business case and before we start to write the Statement of Requirements. 
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Scottish Police Authority 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “In response to your request, we can advise that whilst Vendors may provide detail on their fair trade supply chain, policies or practices this 

is not information that we currently capture as part of our tendering process. As such, in terms of Section 17 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 

2002, this represents a notice that the information you seek is not held by Police Scotland.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Scottish Police Authority Procurement Strategy 2021 - 2023 

Fair and Ethical Trading  

 

It is Police Scotland policy to source fairly and ethically traded good and services wherever 
relevant and to consider their implications through the stages of the procurement cycle.  This 
includes the specification of fairly and ethically traded goods and service wherever relevant; 
considering the wider implications of procurements; relevant terms and conditions in contracts; 
and in contract management.   

Whilst fair and ethical trading features in sourcing strategies, the following categories of 
expenditure are amongst those that are regarded as high risk and are therefore given 
proportionate consideration:  

• All textiles, including uniforms  

• Food and catering services  

• Furniture and products with a timber content  

• Hazardous substances  

• Building materials  

• Supply chains featuring organisations in developing countries  
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Scottish Prison Service 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “Whilst SPS holds management information data from the various food Vendors used about the overall purchases of goods bought-in for 

use or for resale in prisons, we do not specifically seek to track total annual £ spend on Fair Trade products purchased by the SPS.  

The ongoing contract for the provision of a Fully Managed Vending Service (Abercromby Vending) reflects that the vended hot drink ingredients (coffee, tea 

and hot chocolate) are all Fair Trade products.  

SPS Procurement Policy allows a level of devolved local procurement activity for non-contracted items. We do not hold information to specifically identify any 

low value Fair Trade purchases that may have been made locally by prisons.” 

No data provided. 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Scottish Prison Service Annual Procurement Report Apr 22 - Mar 23 

3.7 Fairly and Ethically Traded SPS’s standard approach to procurement includes consideration of what Fair and Ethically Traded 
provisions could apply appropriately and proportionately within the SPS’s general requirements.  

The SPS food tenders and new contracts awarded in late 2021 reflect a general set of Vendor 
obligations to source sustainably and ensure fair practices within supply chains e.g. products 
supplied may variously include some Fair Trade products, Organic, Halal, MSC, Rainforest Alliance, 
Line Caught and Freedom Foods, or British Red Tractor Assured based on the product type and 
relevant assurance scheme. Softwood timber for prison industries is specified and accredited as 
meeting either the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) or the Program for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification (PEFC) as being sourced from legal and sustainable sources.  

SPS continues to consider what fairly and ethically traded provisions may apply within relevant 
contracts given the associated supply chains and countries of origin. This may include seeking 
assurances from Vendors of the steps taken by them to ensure established international labour 
standards are being met (e.g. the Ethical Trading Initiative Base Code) and that products or 
services being supplied are being obtained from legal and assured sources (Supply Chain 



186 
 

Traceability). For example, the SPS tender for prisoner clothing & footwear asked bidders to detail 
their ethical sourcing practices, supply partner relationships and oversight arrangements for the 
various goods sourced and imported from the Far East and Asia; and steps taken to avoid Modern 
Slavery in their supply chain. The successful bidder has been able to evidence that the Vendors 
used have been accredited by industry standard organisations - Oekotex and Worldwide 
Responsible Apparel Production (WRAP), and that their own organisation has attained an 
EcoVadis sustainability rating. 

 

 

Scottish Qualification Authority (SQA)  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £124.82 

 

Response to FOI: “The last three years have seen the organisation’s purchasing reduced considerably due to staff working from home and closure of offices. 

Regarding Fair Trade products the most likely contracts where these products would have been purchased would be in the catering contract, the Vendor 

being Albacore and the Scottish Government stationery contract with Lyreco. For 2022/2023 the usage for these contracts is very small due to the operating 

environment. Attached is an information sheet containing the information we have on the fair trade purchasing, which relates to sugar sticks.” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Lyreco UK Limited N/A 
Boxes of 100 Fair trade sugar sticks x18 

£124.82 N/A  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £124.82  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

SQA Procurement Policy 

3.1 Specifying goods and services A specification should be written in plain English, and should encourage: 
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• Vendors to specify Fair and Ethically Trade Products, if applicable 

 

 

 

 

Scottish Water  
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £145  

 

Response to FOI: “In response to your request, Scottish Water does not hold information to specifically identify any low value Fair Trade purchases and 

therefore, this is exempt on the basis that this is not held.  

However, we can confirm, we have purchased a small volume of Fair-Trade goods from catering Vendors; Tate & Lyle and Clipper Fair Trade, which totals a 

spend of around £145 for FY (Financial Year) 2022-2023.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

“Scottish Water does have a Professional Code of Ethics policy which includes:  

• Business dealings with Vendors must be fair and transparent. Procurement & Supply Chain members should: 

o Refrain from requiring Vendors to pay to be included on any Vendor lists. 

o Select Vendors on the basis of meeting appropriate and fair criteria. 

o Discourage the arbitrary or unfair use of purchasing leverage or influence when dealing with Vendors. 

o Avoid the exertion of undue influence or abuses of power. 

o Treat all Vendors fairly and equally. 

Scottish Water takes its responsibility seriously to ensure that the goods and services procured deliver best value for money for its customers and ensuring 

sustainability is included as a key consideration. For all regulated procurements, Vendors are required to complete a ‘Fair Work First’ questionnaire which is 
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a scored element of their tender submission.  

This questionnaire was designed around the requirement of the Scottish Government that Vendors bidding for public sector work commit to adopting the 7 

Fair Work First principles throughout the delivery of the framework.  It is central to the Scottish Government’s priority for sustainable and inclusive growth. 
 

The 7 key areas are as follows;  

1. Appropriate channels for effective voice. 

2. Investment in workforce development. 

3. No inappropriate use of zero-hours contracts. 

4. Action to tackle the gender pay gap and create a more diverse and inclusive workplace. 

5. Payment of the real Living Wage. 

6. Offer flexible and family friendly working practices for all workers from day one of employment. 

7. Oppose the use of fire and rehire practice.” 

 

Scottish Water Procurement & Supply Chain Strategy 2022-2023 

5.3 Sustainable procurement duty Scottish Water takes its responsibility seriously to ensure that the goods and services procured 
deliver best value for money for its customers and ensuring sustainability is included as a key 
consideration. 
For all regulated procurements, suppliers are required to complete a ‘Value Delivery’ 
questionnaire which is a scored element of their tender submission. This questionnaire covers 6 
areas: 

1) Safety & well-being 

2) Innovation 

3) Community benefit 

4) Low carbon 
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5) Efficiency 

6) Ethical Approach / Fair Work First 

 

 

Tayside Contracts 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £391.28 

 

Response to FOI: “I refer to your FOISA request seeking information relating to the annual spend on fair trade goods in Tayside Contracts. 

Important Note: Tayside Contracts has had confirmation from the Scottish Information Commissioner’s Office that we are not covered by the Freedom of 

Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  While Tayside Contracts remains committed to sharing information wherever possible I must inform you that you have no 

right of appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner, should you be unhappy with the information provided to you in response to your request for 

information. 

The answers to your questions are as follows:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brakes Bros Ltd Contracted  

Café direct Fairtrade Hand Picked Tea 1 Cup 
Catering Bags 1x440 

N/A N/A  

  Brakes Fairtrade Coffee Granules 1x750g N/A N/A 

  FT Icing Sugar 1x1kg N/A N/A 

  Clipper Fairtrade Everyday Env Tea 1x250 N/A N/A 

  Café Express Fair Trade Teabag 1x300 N/A N/A 

  

Café direct Fairtrade Hand Picked Tea 1 Cup 
Catering Bags 1x440 N/A N/A 

     

  Grand Total  £391.28  
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General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Tayside Contracts Procurement Strategy 2022-25 

Section 3 – Procurement Vision / Mission 
Statement 

Procurement Vision (Aims) 

• To ensure that we deliver Best Value services to the communities of Tayside. 

• To achieve commercial excellence and innovation in our procurement activities    

• To use procurement in an effective, efficient, ethical, compliant and sustainable way that 
delivers local economic, environmental and social benefits. 
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The Scottish Parliament 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £24,539.00.  

 

Response to FOI: “The SPCB provides onsite catering outlets together with one retail outlet (the Parliament Shop) and an online shop, all of which stock fair 

trade products. We offer fairly traded options, including but not limited to tea, coffee, hot chocolate, juices, confectionery, fruits and wine.  

We have attached a spreadsheet providing information about the fair trade products stocked and sold in 2022-23 in the Parliament Shop. This includes the 

vendor names, whether contracted or non-contracted, a description of the items and the total cost per order. More information about the Scottish Parliament 

shop is available here: Gift shop | Scottish Parliament Website  

Catering services at the Scottish Parliament are provided by a third-party external Vendor. We have attached a spreadsheet providing information about fair 

trade products which are purchased by the third-party Vendor for the year 2022-23. This includes the vendor names, whether contracted or non-contracted, a 

description of the items and the total cost per order. These items are stocked and sold in the catering outlets in the Scottish Parliament.” 

Shop: Fairtrade Products Apr 2022 – March 2023 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Earthsquared Non-contracted velvet jewellery pouch  Yes 

  velvet messenger bg   Yes 

  velvet make up bag   Yes 

  velvet shoulder bag  Yes 

  velvet purse  Yes 

  tweed purse  Yes 

  tweed back pack  Yes 

  tweed tote bag  Yes 

  tweed bag   Yes 

  tweed bag   Yes 

  tweed weekend bag  Yes 

  tweed wrap   Yes 
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  tweed make up bag  Yes 

  tweed wallet  Yes 

  tweed jewellery pouch  Yes 

  tweed gloves   Yes 

  tweed bag   Yes 

  viscose scarf  Yes 

  Non-contracted total: £4,517.27 Yes 

  
 

  

St Nicolas 
Non-contracted 

Highland cow decoration 
 Yes 

  Santa decoration   Yes 

  Highland piper decoration   Yes 

  Thistle sequin tree decoration   Yes 

  Highland dancer decoration   Yes 

  Non-contracted total: £2,590.90 Yes 

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £7,108.17  
 

Catering: Fairtrade Products Apr 2022 – March 2023 

Items are purchased for resale in catering outlets, though may be resold in a different format (for example, castor and icing sugar are used in preparation of 

products which are sold). 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Brake Bros Ltd  Contracted N Fairtrade Caster Sugar Sack  Yes 

  Divine White Chocolate   Yes 

  Divine 70% Dark Chocolate  Yes 

  Divine Milk Chocolate Orange  Yes 
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  Fairtrade Apple Juice   Yes 

  Fairtrade Orange Juice  Yes 

  N Fairtrade Icing Sugar  Yes 

  N T&L FT Demerara Sugar  Yes 

  Fairtrade Demerara Sugar Stick  Yes 

  TLFT Caster Sugar  Yes 

  Contracted total: £3,816.00  

  
 

  

Bunzl Disposables & 
Cleaning Supp Contracted 

14G F/T DECAF POD 

 Yes 

  LYONS F/T DARK HOT CHOC   Yes 

  KENCO COFFEE STICK  Yes 

  FAIRTRADE DEM STICKS  Yes 

  FAIRTRADE WHITE STICKS   Yes 

  KENCO DECAFF COFFEE STICK  Yes 

  Zuma FT Dark Cocoa   Yes 

  Clipper FT Tea  Yes 

 

 

FT Organic Decaf S&T  
 Yes 

  FT Organic Green Tea  Yes 

  FT Organic Peppermint  Yes 

  FT Organic Earl Grey   Yes 

  FT Organic Wild Berry  Yes 

  Kenco Smooth FT  Yes 

  Contracted total: £2,516.00  
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Campbell Brothers Ltd Contracted 
BANANAS Costa Rica/ Ivory Coast  

£1,255.00 Yes 

  
 

  

Edinburgh Tea & Coffee 
Company  
Ltd  

Non-contracted 

FAIRTRADE PARLIAMENT BLEND 
COFFEE 

 Yes 

  

FAIRTRADE PARLIAMENT BULK 
BREW   Yes 

  

FAIRTRADE TANZANIA SCOTTISH  
BREAKFAST TEA  Yes 

  Non-contracted total: £16,952.00  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  Grand Total  £24,539.00  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body Corporate Procurement Strategy (1st April 2020 to 31 March 2024) 

Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services The Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body SPCB recognises that it has a role to play in promoting 
fair and ethical trading principles in the procurement of its goods and services. It is SPCB policy to 
support in its procurement the principles of the Ethical Trading Initiative base code and ILO 8 core 
conventions.  

To this end, we will:  

• Have conditions of contract that require contractors and subcontractors to comply with all 
applicable obligations in the fields of social and labour law established by national law, EU 
law or by internationally recognised core labour standards  



195 
 

• Utilise the sustainability test tool for each contract over a value of £50k to identify 
potential concerns over working conditions or labour standards within the supply chain  

• Eliminate tenderers from the competition if they breached their obligations in the fields of 
social or labour law and didn’t take appropriate self-cleansing measures  

• Where concerns have been identified over labour standards in the contractor’s supply 
chain, contractors will be required to take corrective action  

•  Include fairly traded options where the market can support these. 
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Transport Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   No data provided.  

 

Response to FOI: “While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance we are unable to provide some of the information you have 

requested because an exemption under Section 17 (information not held) of FOISA applies to that information. Transport Scotland does not have some of the 

information you have requested because we do not hold annual spend on Fair Trade goods or other specifically used terms as per your request. As such under 

Section 17 (information not held) we cannot provide you with data in this regard. This is a formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that Transport Scotland 

does not have the information you have requested.” 

No data provided.  

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Transport Scotland Procurement Strategy 2023-2024 June 2023  

5.4.2.1. The following statements demonstrate how 
Transport Scotland will ensure the delivery of the 
above requirements. 

(v) General policy on the procurement of fairly and ethically traded goods and services: 

• consideration of specific requirements and availability in relation to fairly and ethically 
traded goods and services will be considered at project development stage and recorded 
in the project Procurement Strategy for approval prior to commencement. The use of the 
Single Procurement Document for above threshold procurements allows consideration of 
whether a potential Vendor has been convicted of certain offences and/or committed any 
acts of professional misconduct and allows suitability to be assessed 
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Visit Scotland 
Total recorded spend on Fair Trade goods during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023   £19,974.00 

 

Response to FOI: “We have considered your requests, and can respond as follows:” 

Vendor (Non)Contracted Item Description Total Value  Purchased for Resale 

Lyreco Contracted Box of 1000 Frair Trade Sugar Sticks Brown £26.00 N/A 

  

Box of 1000 Frair Trade Sugar Sticks White 
£88.00 N/A 

  
 

  

Edinburgh Tea &  
Coffee Non-contracted 

Gift Tea Packs (Retail Stock 

£1,997.00 N/A 

  
 

  

Pachamama Non-contracted 
Knitted Hats and Gloves (Retail Stock 

£3,550.00 N/A 

  
 

  

Black Yak Non-contracted 
Knitted Hats and Gloves (Retail Stock) 

£4,535.00 N/A 

  
 

  

Earth Squared Non-contracted 

Bags, Purses and Accessories (Retail  
Stock)  

£9,079.00 N/A 

  
 

  

Quirky Gift Library Non-contracted 
Tartan Wrapped Chocolate Bars 

£699.00 N/A 
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  Grand Total  £19,974.00  
 

General Policy on the Procurement of Fairly and Ethically Traded Goods and Services 

Visit Scotland Procurement Policy  

Product Selection Criteria 3. Other factors 

• Sustainability and Fair Trade are considered factors. 
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Scottish Fair Trade Forum 

Robertson House 

152 Bath Street 

Glasgow G2 4TB 

 

info@sftf.org.uk 

+44 (0)141 353 5611 

www.scottishfairtrade.org 

 
The Scottish Fair Trade Forum, trading as Scottish Fair Trade, is a registered 
Scottish Charity (SC039883) and a registered company (SC387384). 


