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Fairtrade communities scheme: refresh

• In 2020 we celebrated 20 
years of Fairtrade 
Communities in the UK

• We’ve seen a lot of success

• But campaigners having 
been telling us it’s time to 
update so we can grow for the 
next 20 years



Fairtrade communities scheme: refresh

We ran a survey and two mass consultations to get feedback: here’s a few 
of the key points:

• Reduce the administrative burden of renewing or becoming a Fairtrade Community

• Needs to remain clear what it means to be a Fairtrade Community

• More support is needed to build digital campaigning

• Campaigners would like more support recruiting new members to their groups and linking up with 

other local groups

• Printed materials continue to be important to community-based work

• Community campaigners are an extremely valuable significant minority of Fairtrade Foundation’s 

overall supporter base – only around 20% interested in community campaigning

• Proposals which we brought were approved of by 92% of those responding 



What the main changes?

Watch this space! 

Full info to come in the new year – but headlines are:

• Evolution not revolution – no big surprises expected

• Less admin for you and more time to campaign

• 5 simplified goals that empower you to take a broader range of 
action

• Encouraging formal and informal alliances with others in your 
area

• More support to campaign online 

• Easier to get resources from Fairtrade Foundation website



Next steps

• Updates in the New Year around the full details of 
the changes

• You do not need to renew your status until April 
2023

• When you come to renew, it will be using the new 
criteria

• If you meet the current criteria, you will meet the 
new criteria – so don’t worry and keep doing what 
you’re doing!



Fairtrade and climate justice campaign: update

Why do fair trade campaigners campaign on Climate Justice?

Because the climate crisis isn’t fair.

Those did the least to cause climate change suffer it’s worst effects.

Lives and livelihoods of smallholder farmers are under immediate threat 

due to increasingly extreme weather.



Fairtrade and climate justice campaign: update

What do we want from politicians and businesses?

Deliver on existing promises of 

climate funding and new 

funding for loss and damage

Funding reaches smallholder 

farmers

Trade  policy that supports low-

carbon trade

Businesses invest in supporting 

farmers and workers to 

decarbonise supply chains



Fairtrade and climate justice campaign: update

What we’ve done so far

Two Fairtrade Fortnights 

educating on why fairer 

trade is necessary for 

climate justice

Over 30,000 signing 

global petition at COP26

MPs, MSPs & 

Councillors engaged in 

Great Big Green Week

Thousands of 

wildflower seeds 

planted in solidarity 

with farmers all over 

UK

(Get yours today!)



Fairtrade and climate justice campaign: update

Sow Your Solidarity



Fairtrade and climate justice campaign: update

Sow Your Solidarity



Meetings with 
politicians



More local 
events









Fairtrade and climate justice campaign: update

What’s next?

Contact your MP and ask for a joint meeting with all fellow Community Declaration signatories in your area

Email with template letter will be with you in next few weeks

Ask for a meeting during Fairtrade Fortnight

A webinar with tips on how to engage your MP also coming soon

You’ll also get an email from us with summaries of what’s happened at COP27 



Fairtrade fortnight 2023!

What’s the focus?

The future of food

A toxic mix of climate change, unfair trade and the global economic crisis means that in future crops like coffee, cocoa 

could be much harder to grow, or even endangered

That means those products will be much harder to find here in the UK

And crucially, it will have – and is already having – a devastating impact on the communities who depend on those 

crops for income



Fairtrade fortnight 2023!

How to get involved

Sign up for our online talks



Fairtrade fortnight 2023!

How to get involved

Share Fairtrade messages 

online



Fairtrade fortnight 2023!

How to get involved

Run your own event



Fairtrade fortnight 2023!

What support will be on offer?

• Limited supply of physical campaign materials will be available to order soon

• Webinars to crowdsource campaign ideas with other campaigners

• Blogs on event ideas

• Easy ways to share content during Fairtrade Fortnight

• Digital assets you can download, share online or print at home



One last thing…

Help children from producer families learn about fair trade

South American Fairtrade producer network CLAC are making short films as part of a course they are developing on 

Fairtrade. They want short film clips of people who buy fair trade is this country answering the below questions

• Name

• Country of origin

• How did you get to know fair trade?

• Since when do you buy fair trade products? 

• What are the fair trade products you have included in your basic food basket?

• What changes do you want to support in the life of producers by responsible consumption?



https://www.facebook.com/FairtradeFoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/fairtradeuk/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-fairtrade-foundation/
https://twitter.com/FairtradeUK?ref_src=twsrc%5egoogle|twcamp%5eserp|twgr%5eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/user/Fairtradefoundation

